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allet Body Narratives is an ethnographic exploration of

the social world of classical ballet and the embodiment

of young ballet dancers as they engage in «<becoming a
dancer» in ballet school in England. In contrast to the largely dis-
embodied sociological literature of the body, this book places the
corporeal body as central to the examination and reveals signifi-
cant relationships between body, society and identity. Drawing on
academic scholarship as well as rich ballet body narratives from
young dancers, this book investigates how young ballet dancers’
bodies are lived, experienced and constructed through their de-
sire to become performing ballet dancers as well as the seductive
appeal of the ballet aesthetic. Pierre Bourdieu’s critique of the per-
petuating social order and his theoretical framework of field, habi-
tus and capital are applied as a way of understanding the social
world of ballet but also of relating the ballet habitus and belief in
the body to broader social structures. This book examines the dis-
tinctiveness of ballet culture and aspects of young ballet dancers’
embodied identity through a central focus on the ballet body.
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ANGELA PICKARD is Director of Teaching, Learning and School
Experience in the School for Music and Performing Arts and Sub-
ject Lead for Dance at Canterbury Christ Church University. She
has performed, created, taught and presented dance as a dancer,
choreographer, teacher, advisor, consultant and academic. She
has worked with a number of choreographers and artists in a
range of projects across a multitude of venues in Kent, London
and Europe and she is currently Artistic Director and choreog-
rapher of Canterbury Dance Company. Her research on ballet,
the body, Bourdieu, identity, gender, talent and pedagogy has been
widely disseminated. She is also Editor-in-Chief of the interna-
tional journal Research in Dance Education.

Postage and handling: within the UK add £3 for the first book, £2 for each additional / within Europe add €5 for the first book, €3 for each additional.
Other countries may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. We allow a 5% discount for library orders. All sales are final. Please allow 1-2 weeks for delivery.
€D includes VAT - valid for Germany and EU customers without VAT Reg No - €A includes VAT - valid for Austria

I order: Angela Pickard
Ballet Body Narratives
pb. ISBN 978-3-0343-1786-3
Copy CHF 60.— / €D 53.50 / €A 55— / €50.— / £ 40.—~ / US-$ 64.95
Address
Date Signature

Method of Payment:

Invoice VISA Eurocard/MasterCard
Card Number CcvVv/cvc
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Card Holder
Exp. Date
Signature

Please send your order to:

Within UK:  FREEPOST RTKC-EEBC-ABSA
Peter Lang Ltd - International Academic Publishers
52 St Giles « Oxford OX13LU - United Kingdom

Tel. +44 (0)1865 514160 - Fax +44 (0)1865 604028

Rest of World: Peter Lang AG - International Academic Publishers
Moosstrasse 1+ P.O. Box 350 -
CH-2542 Pieterlen - Switzerland
Tel. +41 (0)32 376 17 17 - Fax +41 (0)32 376 17 27
order@peterlang.com - www.peterlang.com



