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Inaugural Seminar.

We are pleased to announce the inaugural seminar of the Sport, Human Rights 
and Safeguarding research group in the School of Psychology and Life Sciences at 
Canterbury Christ Church University. This will be online (via Teams) at 13:00-14:00 
on Thursday 9th December, given by Katherine Craig, award-winning human rights 
lawyer, social change consultant and CEO of Athlead.

Sport has been recognised from the United Nations as an important enabler of 
sustainable development with a significant record of General Assembly and Human 
Rights Council resolutions, UN treaties, Secretary-General’s reports and other 
guiding documents highlighting the unique potential of sport. Yet, sport faces many 
challenges such as intolerance, racism, violence, and abuse that impact the enjoyment 
of human rights of those involved in sport, at every level from athletes and fans, to 
workers and the media.

Kat will talk about those complex and intertwined issues of human rights and sport.
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Katherine Craig

Katherine Craig is an award-winning human rights lawyer and 
social change consultant. She is co- author of The  
Protest Handbook, and CEO of Athlead, the UK’s first  
not-for-profit consultancy specialising in athlete-led charity  
and social change.

Kat helps athletes make the greatest social impact where it 
is needed most. She holds a Postgraduate Executive Business 
Certificate in Sports Philanthropy from George Washington 
University, and is now working with a range of athletes, from 
ex-Premier League footballers to Paralympians, all doing great 
things for their communities. 

Prior to founding Athlead, Kat spent over ten years working 
in law, most recently as the Legal Director of international 
human rights NGO Reprieve. Kat managed a team with offices 
on four continents and oversaw complex and strategic multi-
jurisdictional litigation. She has brought cases in the Supreme 
Court and the European Court of Human Rights, and advised 
on litigation in countries ranging from Germany to Yemen. 

Kat has consulted for multiple NGOs, and has been a Trustee 
and member of a number of Advisory Boards for organisations 
working on everything from grassroots football to social 
impact documentary making and miscarriages of justice. 

Kat has a first class Postgraduate degree in Law. She has won 
various prizes for her legal work, and was shortlisted as Human 
Rights Lawyer of the Year. She was listed in both the Legal 
500 and Chambers & Partners, and is a published author. She 
regularly appears as an expert on national and international 
media. Kat is bilingual English/Dutch, with decent French, 
German and Spanish.


