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Inaugural Seminar.

We are pleased to invite you to the first 2022-23 Seminar of our Sport, Human 
Rights and Safeguarding Research Group, School of Psychology and Life Sciences at 
Canterbury Christ Church University. This will be online (via Teams) at 12.30-14.00 on 
Wednesday 28 September 2022 given by Liz Twyford, Sports Programmes Specialist 
in Unicef UK.

Exploring the history and issues connected with children’s rights in, around, and 
through sport, this presentation will identify promising practice, and propose that 
we need to move the goalposts, away from a paradigm that sees children as passive 
recipients of care and support, and towards a sporting model that embraces children 
as rights holders, with opinions, insights, and a key role to play in making sport a 
safe, vibrant, welcoming space for every child.

Please join via the Teams link:  
https://bit.ly/3dOrjwU

Children’s Rights and Sport: 
Moving the Goalposts.
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Liz Twyford has worked for Unicef UK for over 13 years, in a role focused on 
protecting and promoting children’s rights in, around, and through sport.

She has been involved in supporting the delivery and evaluation of International 
Inspirational, the international social legacy programme of the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, and Unicef UK’s partnership with the 
Commonwealth Games. She has also provided input into the development of 
new bid criteria for Mega Sporting Events, including references to the meaningful 
engagement of children and children’s rights.

Liz is one of the Founders and Coordinator of the International Safeguards for 
Children in Sport Initiative. She is also a member of the FIFA expert safeguarding 
working group and is supporting the development of the FIFA Guardians 
programme.

Prior to joining UNICEF, Liz spent many years in the development field, living 
and working for more than 2 years in Bhutan where she supported Save the 
Children’s community sport work, and for a year in Cameroon, supporting sport 
for development programmes in the Northwest province. She has worked in more 
than 15 countries over the past 10 years.
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