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UK-EU Brexit Negotiations: Explaining dark matter to a four-year-old 

By Thomas James 

It’s often not until things happen, that their inevitability seems obvious. But the lack of progress and 

sluggish nature of the Brexit negotiations was something that was always very likely to happen. The 

sheer monumental nature of the task before those charged with finding a way to successfully con-

cluding the discussions is mindboggling. Trade, security, free movement, single market, customs un-

ion… the list goes on and on… and on. Each point taken individually is complex enough; as a collective 

it wouldn’t be unfair to compare it to trying to explain dark matter to a four-year-old. 

On the British side, Theresa May leads an increasingly fractured cabinet with disagreements more the 

norm than the opposite. The public can hardly help but be a little perplexed by all this. Hard Brexit, 

soft Brexit, green Brexit and even a red white and blue Brexit have been tabled as possibilities and it 

would seem that at present the government’s position is to pick one of them out of a hat, cross their 

fingers and hope for the best. It is safe to say that no one saw any of this coming. The Vote Leave team 

would go down to a hard-fought defeat and all would go on merrily as before. Except, leave won, 

we’re leaving the EU and no one has any idea what on earth is going on. 

The EU, and indeed the wider world, must be wondering how we ever managed to defeat Napoleon, 

carve out one of the biggest empires in history, win two world wars and then be duped by a tweed-

wearing man called Nigel into thinking that indeed all foreigners, especially the European variety (con-

veniently forgetting that we are indeed still European), are all very nasty people, best avoided and of 

the sort that we certainly don’t want over here.  

To be fair, the EU does have Jean-Claude Junker so we don’t have a monopoly on the idiotic (I’m of 

course writing this in the wrong language for Jean-Claude because as we’re all aware English is dying 

out). But even with Jean-Claude at the helm of the commission, the EU’s position is exponentially 

clearer than that of Britain’s. Single market access means accepting free movement, there will be a 

divorce bill and no, trade talks can’t run simultaneously alongside the exit negotiations, period. Mean-

while on our side of the Channel, we have a Chancellor that thinks this is really all very foolish, a foreign 

secretary who just does and says whatever he wants and a Brexit Secretary who’s probably wondering 

what the hell he’s done and got himself involved in. And at the helm a Prime Minister who’s more akin 

to a stressed-out teacher trying to control an unruly class of teenagers in a dodgy inner-city compre-

hensive. 

So, there’s a divided British cabinet, the other side is much better organised than our own, it’s all 

mind-bogglingly complex and it all needs to be wrapped up by March 2019. Fantastic! 


