
SPECIAL REGULATIONS: MA IN EARLY YEARS (NEW LEADERS IN EARLY YEARS)

INTRODUCTION
1 The Special Regulations relate only to the following programme:
MA in Early Years (New Leaders in Early Years) 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
2 The requirements for admissions are those set out in the Regulation and Credit Framework for the Conferment of Awards with the exception of the following.
3 In addition to the University’s standard entry requirements for postgraduate awards the following will apply. An applicant must:
(a) possess an upper second class or first class honours degree from a UK higher education institution in a subject predominantly unrelated to early childhood studies. Degree equivalents are not acceptable.

(b) have certificated evidence of GCSE literacy and numeracy  (or equivalent).
4 The University normally accepts non-UK qualifications equivalent to those outlined above.  However it is the applicant’s responsibility to undertake the appropriate checks and provide the required original documentation to the University.
5 The University provisions for the Assessment of Experiential Learning (APEL) or Assessment of Previously Certified learning (APCL) do not apply to the programme. 

SELECTION PROCEDURES
6 Shortlisted candidates who satisfy the Entry Requirements will be required to attend for selection.  The process of selection is through a performance based assessment centre methodology that is a whole day event which shortlisted candidates have to attend. 
7 Candidates are required to carry out a number of tasks, which included a one-to-one interview in which they are judged against the specified competences. 
ADMISSION

8 All entrants must satisfy the requirements concerning clearance in relation to criminal convictions and any other requirements specified by the University in relation to the protection of young and vulnerable persons. Students on the programme must remain in good standing in relation to such requirements, including, where required, continued registration with the Independent Safeguarding Authority. 
MODE OF ATTENDANCE
9 Students must attend the programme on a full-time basis only. 
TRANSFER OF PATHWAY
10 Students who are unable to attend on the programme full time will be required to transfer to the MA in Early Years, and will cease to attend the specific modules for the MA in Early Years (New Leaders in Early Years) on completion of the module(s) for which assessment is outstanding. 
11 A student registered on the MA in Early Years (New Leaders in Early Years) who wishes to transfer to the MA in Early Years may apply to do so. 
12 Transfer from the MA in Early Years to the MA in Early Years (New Leaders in Early Years) is not permitted in any circumstances. 
EXIT AWARDS

13 A student who gains 60 credits will be eligible for the award of the Postgraduate Certificate in Early Years.
14 A student who gains 120 credits will be eligible for the award of the Postgraduate Diploma in Early Years, and may apply for entry to the MA in Early Years.
15 A student who gains 180 credits having passed all compulsory modules and completes satisfactorily the Childhood Research Method and Dissertation for  New Leaders in Early Years modules will be eligible for the award of the MA in Early Years (New Leaders in Early Years)
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