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CANTERBURY CHRIST CHURCH UNIVERSITY  

 

RESEARCH DEGREES ACADEMIC FRAMEWORK  

 

1  INTRODUCTION  

1.1  This document sets out the regulatory requirements of the Research Degrees 

Academic Framework (‘the Framework’) for Canterbury Christ Church University 

(‘the University’).  

1.2   Specialised study that leads to the award of Research Degrees of the University will 

only be approved within this Framework.  

1.3   All Research Degrees approved by the Academic Board with a commencement date 

of 1 September 2011 or later are to conform to the Framework.  

1.4 The research degrees covered by the Framework are outlined in Schedule 1. 

 

Glossary of terms:  

a)  Degree  

The degree defines the title of the award e.g. Masters by Research (MA by 

Research; MSc by Research), Master of Philosophy (MPhil), Doctorate of 

Philosophy (PhD), or Doctorate of Education (EdD), or Doctorate of Clinical 

Psychology (DClinPsychol).  

b)  Subject  

A Subject refers to a particular discipline (e.g. History, Music) within a Research 

Degree that provides coherence and identity, and defines what is expected of a 

student in terms of the techniques needed to develop understanding. Each 

Subject is approved separately as a new location for the degree. 

c)  Programme Management Committee  

The Programme Management Committee for Research Degrees by Thesis and 

Coursework must include a nominee from the RDSC, (within which the 

programme is delivered) and the Programme Director (one of whom should 

chair the Committee), Programme Tutors, and a Student Representative.  The 

Programme Director must be a member of the RDSC. 

2  ORGANISATION OF RESEARCH DEGREES  

2.1   The Research Degrees Sub Committee will scrutinise and advise on any proposals 

for new degree areas or any award at Level 8 and make recommendations.  Such 

approvals will be carried out in accordance with University procedures for pro-

gramme approval.  

2.2   Research Degrees must have a particular philosophy, together with a management 

structure, to support the delivery of coherent Research Degree Programmes in rela-

tion to the student’s subject of study. Although all Research Degrees fall within the 

regulatory requirements of the Framework, a Research Degree will have rules par-
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ticular to its structure. These rules are set out in the Code of Practice for each Re-

search Degree.  

2.3   Following the validation of a Research Degree, a Subject or set of Subjects may also 

be approved as part of the degree. The Subject is to follow the regulatory require-

ments of the Framework and the Research Degree.  

Research Degree Codes of Practice  

2.4   Each Research Degree, or group of Research Degrees which have similar structures, 

will have a separate Code of Practice which must be approved by the Research De-

grees Sub-committee. Modifications to Codes of Practice must also be approved by 

the Research Degrees Sub-committee.  

3   MANAGEMENT OF THE RESEARCH DEGREES ACADEMIC FRAMEWORK  

Responsibility for the Research Degrees Academic Framework  

3.1   The member of the Senior Management Team responsible for Research and Enter-

prise will have overall responsibility for the Framework, and may delegate specific 

functions to a nominee, who will normally be the Head of The Graduate School.  

Research Degrees Management  

3.2   Specific arrangements for Research Degrees management (to include: Research De-

grees by Thesis, Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework, Master of Philosophy 

and Masters by Research) will be set out in detail in the Codes of Practice.  

3.3   The Graduate School is responsible for the provision of services to support the 

Framework. This will include the provision and management of the Researcher De-

velopment Programme for students, centralised student research facilities, the Post 

Graduate Research Association (PGRA), and the professional development and 

training of supervisors.  

3.4   For Research Degrees by Thesis, the Research Degrees Sub-committee, chaired by 

the member of the Senior Management Team responsible for Research and Enter-

prise, and managed by the Graduate School, will approve the supervisory panel, 

admission and changes in registration (upgrades, extensions and changes in sta-

tus), and monitor progress.  

3.5   If a Research Degree student considers that an application made in accordance 

with 4.3 was not properly considered or wishes to present new and relevant evi-

dence, he/she may request a review of his/her case by writing to the:  

a) Research Degrees Sub-committee in the case of Research Degrees by Thesis or  

b) Programme Management Committee in the case of Research Degrees by Thesis 

and Coursework.  

Evidence will not be accepted which: is submitted more than ten days after the 

date of the official notification to the student of the outcome of his/her applica-

tion; relates to the student's failure to fulfil the requirements of 4.3.  

3.6   The Academic Board delegates the approval of the appointment of the internal and 

external examiners to a Panel approved by the Research Degrees Sub Committee for 

that purpose.  

3.7   The approval of Subjects within Research Degrees will be proposed by the schools 

and centres within which the Subjects will be supervised, in collaboration with the 

Graduate School. They will proceed to approval following consideration by the 
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Academic Planning Committee.   Final scrutiny and approval is carried out by the 

Research Degrees Sub-Committee, on the basis of relevant external endorsement, 

on behalf of Academic Board, which oversees the process.  

3.8   The management of Subjects within Research Degrees by Thesis will be carried out 

by the schools and centres within which they are supervised, in collaboration with 

the Graduate School.  

3.9   The validation and revalidation of Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework will 

follow the University procedures, with the exception that  

(i) approval of Research Degrees Sub Committee must be given before a 

proposal is submitted for approval 

(ii) the validation panel must include members as nominated by the Research 

Degrees Sub Committee 

(iii) the meeting will normally be chaired by the Chair of the Research Degrees 

Sub Committee 

3.10  The Academic Board delegates the provision of services to support the framework 

for Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework to their respective Programme 

Management Committees, as defined in 1.4c. 

3.11  The establishment of a supervisory panel for Research Degrees by Thesis is 

approved by the Head of The Graduate School on recommendation from the 

Programme Director, on the basis of the accreditation of supervisors by the 

Research Degrees Sub-committee.   

For Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework, the Programme Management 

Committee will approve the supervisory panel, subject to the accreditation of 

supervisors by the RDSC. The PMC will also ensure that structures are in place 

which approve admissions and changes in registration (upgrades, extensions, 

interruptions and changes in status), and monitor progress. 

4  RESEARCH DEGREES AND SUBJECTS  

4.1   A Research Degree will offer Subjects, where appropriate, and these will be listed in 

the Code of Practice.  

4.2   Students will normally be registered for only one Research Degree within the Re-

search Degrees Academic Framework, and for only one Subject within each 

Research Degree.  

Entry Requirements and Registration for Research Degrees  

4.3   The standard of academic attainment normally expected of an applicant for regis-

tration as a student for a Research Degree is that of a first class or upper second 

class honours degree from a UK University in an appropriate subject or an equiva-

lent qualification from a University from outside the UK, or equivalent qualifications 

in professional areas which will be set by the appropriate faculty or school. The ap-

plicant should be adequately qualified to pursue the programme of training and 

research proposed and an applicant whose first language is not English must also 

demonstrate evidence of appropriate English language proficiency, normally de-

fined as minimum IELTS score of 6.5 (Overall B and Score) with 6.5 in all 

components, or equivalent, or have successfully completed an English medium de-

gree with a research component.  
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4.4   The Research Degrees Sub-committee, in the case of Research Degrees by Thesis, 

and the Programme Management Committee, in the case of Research Degrees by 

Thesis and Coursework, may require the provision of specific evidence of the appli-

cant’s ability to undertake research in the field proposed. Applicants must 

nominate two referees to supply such evidence.  

4.5   The Research Degrees Sub-committee delegates the approval of registration to the  

  Head of The Graduate School of an applicant for Research Degrees by Thesis    

  provided that it has been satisfied:  

a)  that a suitable programme of training and research, which could be com-

pleted within the proposed registration period, can be offered;  

b)  that appropriate members of staff of the University are available to act as 

supervisors; that the resources needed for the proposed programme of 

training and research can be made available; that the application and the 

proposed research have been properly scrutinized by the school or faculty.  

4.6   The Programme Management Committee may approve the registration of an appli-

cant for Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework.  

Periods of Study  

4.7   A student may be registered for full-time or part-time study.  

4.8   The period of registration for the MPhil/PhD by thesis shall be three years full-time 

and five years part-time. In exceptional circumstances there is a maximum period of 

five years full-time and eight years part-time permitted.  

4.9   The period of registration for the Master of Philosophy shall be two years full-time 

and three years part-time. In exceptional circumstances there is a maximum period 

of three years full-time and five years part-time permitted.  

4.10  The period of registration for the Masters by Research shall be one year full-time 

and two years part-time. In exceptional circumstances there is a maximum period 

of three years full-time and five years part-time permitted.  

4.11  A student may apply to the relevant body to change the mode of study. This will be 

the Research Degrees Sub-committee in the case of Research Degrees by Thesis, 

and the Programme Management Committee in the case of Research Degrees by 

Thesis and Coursework. The relevant body shall prescribe the period of registration 

by taking account of the period the student has been registered and the circum-

stances of the request.  

Programme Structure, Research Degrees by Thesis  

4.12  All applicants seeking the award of PhD will initially register for an MPhil. The ap-

plication by the student for an upgrade to the PhD programme will take place 

before the end of registration for the MPhil, on the basis of demonstrating through 

work produced that the research is of sufficient quality to proceed to a PhD, and 

demonstrating participation in the mandatory researcher development as required 

by the Graduate School.  

4.13  In the event that an MPhil student’s registration is not progressed to PhD, the stu-

dent may exit with the award of degree of Master of Philosophy if the student 

satisfies the required criteria.  

Programme Structure, Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework  



 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

4.14  The taught element is an integral part of the programme and the assessment of the 

taught component contributes directly towards the final award.  

4.15  The taught components should consist of identifiable blocks of study.  Where these 

are modules, the credit value of a module included in the taught element of a pro-

gramme will be an integer multiple of 10 credits up to a maximum of 60 credits. 

4.16  All assessments must be passed. A Board of Examiners may offer a student one 

opportunity to re-sit a failed assessment and the specific regulations must be set 

out clearly in the appropriate Code of Practice. 

4.17  Programmes may make provision for an exit award at level 7, which must comprise 

at least 180 credits and will not be graded.  

4.18  A programme may make provision for a progression point when 180 credits have 

been completed.  

4.19  Each programme will make clear the point at which a research proposal for the dis-

sertation should be completed.  

4.20 Minor modifications should be approved by the Standing Panel of the Research De-

grees Sub-committee, or by a panel set up for that purpose. 

Shared Modules  

4.21  The validation for a particular programme may designate the inclusion of a module 

validated as part of a different postgraduate programme.  

4.22  A module shared in this way might have differentiated assessment although the 

teaching of the module embraces students from more than one programme. Dif-

ferentiated assessment for a shared module will be exceptional and will need to be 

fully justified at validation.  

Credit Exemption  

4.23  An applicant who already possesses an MPhil from a UK University, or an equivalent 

qualification from a University outside the UK, may apply for admission into the 

Doctor of Philosophy programme without the requirement to register initially for 

an MPhil.  

4.24  For Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework credit exemption may be given for 

up to a maximum of 50% exemption of the taught component of the programme. 

Attendance for Research Degrees by Thesis  

4.25 A full-time PhD or MPhil student may, with the approval of the Research Degrees 

Sub-committee, spend a part of the prescribed period of registration elsewhere, 

provided that not less than one year is spent in attendance at the University.  

4.26  A part-time student must attend the University for consultation with the student’s 

supervisors and to participate in the mandatory researcher development as required 

by the Graduate School.  

4.27  Part-time students may arrange to spend a large part of their registration away 

from the University if demanded by the location of their research, pending suitable 

arrangements regarding resources and supervision.  

4.28  Students are required to undertake a researcher development programme and re-

search approved by the Research Degrees Sub-committee, and under the 

supervision of a member or members of the staff of the University appointed for 

this purpose by the Graduate School.  
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Attendance for Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework  

4.29  Students are required to conform to the University’s Attendance Policy  

4.30  A full-time student at thesis stage may, with the approval of the Programme Man-

agement Committee, spend a part of the prescribed period of registration 

elsewhere, pending suitable arrangements regarding resources and supervision.  

4.31  A part-time student at thesis stage may arrange to spend a large part of their regis-

tration away from the University if demanded by the location of their research, 

pending suitable arrangements regarding resources and supervision.  

Transfer  

4.32  A student may apply to the Research Degrees Sub-committee in the case of a Re-

search Degree by Thesis, or to the Programme Management Committee in the case 

of Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework, for permission to transfer registra-

tion to another degree or otherwise to vary the conditions attached to his/her 

registration.  

4.33  An applicant for a Research Degree by Thesis may be considered for transfer from a 

Research Degree by Thesis in another UK university, given the normal requirements 

for admission, on condition that there is no objection from the institution of origi-

nal registration. The normal period of registration may be shortened if a sufficient 

case is made by the appropriate faculty or school.  

Termination of Registration for the Research Degrees by Thesis  

4.34  In the event of unsatisfactory progress or attendance of mandatory researcher de-

velopment during the period of registration the Research Degrees Sub-committee 

may terminate a student’s registration for the degree.  

Termination of Registration for the Research Degrees by Thesis and Coursework  

4.35  In the event of unsatisfactory progress during the programme or attendance of 

mandatory researcher development, the Board of Examiners may require a student 

to withdraw.  

Appeal  

4.36  Any student whose registration is terminated may request an appeal under the 

University’s procedures for Academic Appeals.  

5  ASSESSMENT  

Taught Component of the Doctorate by Thesis and Coursework  

5.1   Assessment of the coursework and thesis will be the responsibility of either the rel-

evant Board of Examiners or the Graduate School. Outcomes and any relevant 

issues must be reported to the Programme Management Board or the Graduate 

School, as appropriate.  

Examination of the Thesis  

5.2   Following submission of the thesis, two or more Examiners shall examine each stu-

dent, of whom at least one shall be an External Examiner. In the case of the PhD, 

MPhil, EdD, DClinPsychol, and other similar awards, the Examiners will require each 

student to undertake a viva examination. In the case of the Masters by Research, 

the Examiners may choose to require the student to undertake a viva examination. 

Subject to the agreement of the student, the Examiners may invite the student’s 
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supervisor to attend a viva examination as a silent observer and to answer ques-

tions put directly to him/her.  

5.3   Procedures to ensure the appropriate conduct of the viva voce must be set out in 

the relevant Code of Practice. 

5.4  The composition of the thesis must be wholly the student’s work and it must em-

body the results of the student’s research during the period of registration.  

5.5   For a student to be eligible for the award of the Doctorate as validated under this 

framework, the thesis is to be an original contribution to knowledge or under-

standing in the field under investigation and should demonstrate the student’s 

ability to test ideas, whether his/her own or those of others, and to understand the 

relationship of the theme of the investigation to a wider field of knowledge. It is to 

be of such scholarly merit as would on that ground justify its publication either as 

submitted or in an abridged form.  

5.6   In order to be eligible for the award of the degree of MPhil a student is required to 

show in the thesis appropriate ability to conduct an original investigation, to test 

ideas, whether the student’s own or those of others, and to understand the rela-

tionship of the theme of his/her investigation to a wider field of knowledge.  

5.7   In order to be eligible for the award of the degree of Masters by Research a student 

is required to show in the thesis an ability to conduct an independent study and to 

understand its relationship to a wider field of knowledge.  

5.8   The student is required to show appropriate ability in the organisation and presen-

tation of his or her material in the thesis.  

5.9   Where a thesis is based in whole or in part on collaborative research, the extent of 

this collaboration must be clearly indicated in the thesis.  

5.10  Any material, which the student has previously presented and been accepted for 

the award of an academic qualification at this University or elsewhere, must be 

clearly identified in the thesis.  

5.11  All theses must be submitted in English unless specified otherwise in a specific Re-

search Degree or Subject within a Research Degree.  

Award of Doctorate  

5.12  After examining the thesis, the Examiners decide on any of the following outcomes: 

(a)   that the degree of Doctorate be awarded;  

(b)   that the degree of Doctorate be awarded subject to certain minor correc-

tions being carried out to the satisfaction of the Internal Examiner within 

three months of the official notification to the student of the recommen-

dation of the Examiners;  

(c)   that the degree of Doctorate be awarded subject to certain major correc-

tions being carried out to the satisfaction of the Internal Examiner, and the 

External Examiner in cases where both examiners feel this necessary, within 

six months of the official notification to the student of the recommenda-

tion of the Examiners;  

(d)   that the degree of Doctorate be not awarded at present but that the stu-

dent be permitted to resubmit the thesis in a revised form not later (except 

in cases of illness or other good cause) than twelve months after the deci-

sion to allow resubmission has been made. If at least one of the Examiners 
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so wishes, he/she may require the student to undergo an oral or a written 

examination or both;  

(e)    in cases where the student submits a thesis judged satisfactory by the Ex-

aminers for the award of the degree of Doctorate but fails to satisfy the 

Examiners in the oral or written examination or both, that the degree be 

not awarded at present but that the student be permitted to take a further 

oral or written examination or both, normally not later than six months af-

ter the decision to allow this has been made;  

(f)    that the degree of Doctorate be not awarded and, where the degree of 

MPhil is available, that the student be permitted to resubmit the thesis 

without alteration and without further scrutiny for the award of the de-

gree of MPhil.   

(g)    that the degree of Doctorate be not awarded and, where the degree of 

MPhil is available, that the student be permitted to resubmit the thesis for 

the award of the degree of MPhil subject to certain minor corrections be-

ing carried out to the satisfaction of the Internal Examiner within three 

months of the official notification to the student of the recommendation 

of the Examiners;  

(h)   that no degree be awarded.  

5.13 The decision is then reported to Academic Board via the Standing Panel of the Re-

search Degrees Sub-Committee. 

Award of Master of Philosophy  

5.14 After examining the thesis, the Examiners decide on any of the following outcomes:  

i. that the degree of Master of Philosophy be awarded;  

ii. that the degree of Master of Philosophy be awarded subject to certain mi-

nor corrections being carried out to the satisfaction of the Internal 

Examiner within three months of the official notification to the student of 

the recommendation of the Examiners;  

iii. that the degree of Master of Philosophy be awarded subject to certain ma-

jor corrections being carried out to the satisfaction of the Internal 

Examiner, and the External Examiner in cases where both examiners feel 

this necessary, within six months of the official notification to the student 

of the recommendation of the Examiners;  

iv. that the degree of Master of Philosophy be not awarded at present but 

that the student be permitted to resubmit the thesis in a revised form not 

later (except in5.17 cases of illness or other good cause) than twelve 

months after the decision to allow resubmission has been made. If at least 

one of the Examiners so wishes, he/she may require the student to under-

go an oral or a written examination or both;  

v. that the degree be not awarded.  

5.15 The decision is then reported to Academic Board via the Standing Panel of the Re-

search Degrees Sub-Committee. 

Award of Masters by Research  

5.16  After examining the thesis the Examiners decide on any of the following outcomes:  

i. that the degree of Masters by Research be awarded;  
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ii. that the degree of Masters by Research be awarded subject to certain mi-

nor corrections being carried out to the satisfaction of the Internal 

Examiner within three months of the official notification to the student of 

the recommendation of the Examiners;  

iii. that the degree of Masters by Research be awarded subject to certain ma-

jor corrections being carried out to the satisfaction of the Internal 

Examiner, and the External Examiner in cases where both examiners feel 

this necessary, within six months of the official notification to the student 

of the recommendation of the Examiners;  

iv. that the degree of Masters by Research be not awarded at present but that 

the student be permitted to resubmit the thesis in a revised form not later 

(except in cases of illness or other good cause) than twelve months after 

the decision to allow resubmission has been made. If at least one of the 

Examiners so wishes, he/she may require the student to undergo an oral or 

a written examination or both;  

v. that the degree be not awarded.  

5.17 The decision is then reported to Academic Board via the Standing Panel of the Re-

search Degrees Sub-Committee. 

5.18. The designation of MA by Research, MSc by Research or any similar designation 

that the University might adopt will be reserved for use where the award is by the-

sis only.  If a Masters by Research is by thesis and coursework, it must have an 

appropriate addition to the title to distinguish it from the award by thesis only, for 

example, MA by Research (Music). 

6  PhD BY PUBLICATION  

6.1   The award of PhD may be made by the University on the basis of publications if, 

when placed together and accompanied by a commentary of no more than 10,000 

words, they have the coherence, quality and extent to be considered equivalent to 

a PhD thesis.  

6.2   The submitted publications should constitute a coherent programme of research 

and a contribution to knowledge, with an appropriate research methodology and 

the same academic standards that are required for a traditional PhD.  

6.3   Candidates should be current members of staff at Canterbury Christ Church Univer-

sity as defined by the Research Excellence Framework for Category A staff. The 

subject must be one of those already approved for PhD. Where the candidate is al-

so a student, there will be no requirement to withdraw from other programmes. 

6.4   The candidate should submit to the Head of the Graduate School an application 

form, together with the following:  

i. The list of publications (with full bibliographical details including page 

numbers) which are to be considered for inclusion in the PhD submission.  

ii. For each joint publication, the precise amount of work for which the can-

didate was responsible.  

iii. Full names and current addresses of all co-authors who have contributed 

to joint publications, so that they can be asked for verification with regard 

to their respective contributions to the published work.  



 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

iv. A statement of no more than 1000 words of how these publications meet 

the criteria in 6.1 and 6.2.  

6.5   The Graduate School will submit the application to the Research Degrees Sub-

Committee who may take advice where appropriate. If the Research Degrees Sub-

Committee approves the application, the Head of the Graduate School will arrange 

registration and an appointment of a supervisory panel. 

6.6   The submission for examination of publications and the accompanying commen-

tary must be within 12 months of the decision by the Research Degrees Sub-

committee. During this period the candidate must be registered as a research stu-

dent and pay the appropriate fee. The supervisory panel will hold a Review meeting 

six months before submission of the work which will advise the candidate on the 

continued viability of the work for submission and examination. The 1st supervisor 

will recommend examiners in the normal way, and approval will follow the normal 

regulations for MPhil/PhD.  

6.7   The candidate will be examined by means of a viva voce. Two examiners will be se-

lected, both of whom will be external, as is the case for all Canterbury Christ 

Church University staff members. The only outcomes of the examination will be 

pass, fail, or Minor Corrections to the Narrative. 

6.8 The decision is then reported to Academic Board via the Standing Panel of the Re-

search Degrees Sub-Committee. 

 

7  MODIFICATIONS TO THE RESEARCH DEGREES ACADEMIC FRAMEWORK  

7.1   The Academic Board approves the Framework for an unlimited period. This is be-

cause the Framework sets out the regulatory arrangements within which the 

framing of Research Degrees Code of Practice and development of Programme Val-

idations take place.  

7.2   The Senior Management Team member responsible for the Framework will ensure 

there is a review of the Framework every six years, the findings of which will be 

presented to the Education and Student Experience Committee. Exceptionally, there 

will be an interim review after the Framework has operated for two years.  

8  APPROVAL  

8.1  The Vice-Chancellor approved the revised Research Degrees Academic Framework, 

on behalf of the Academic Board, 27 March 2012.  

8.2  The Vice-Chancellor approved an amendment to the Research Degrees Academic 

Framework on behalf of the Academic Board, 14 May 2012.  

8.3  The Academic Board approved an amendment to the Research Degrees Academic 

Framework on 25 June 2014. 

8.4 The Academic Board approved an amendment to the Research Degrees Academic 

Framework on 27 June 2016. 

8.5 The Academic Board approved an amendment to the Research Degrees Academic 

Framework on 11 December 2017.
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Schedule One: AWARDS WITHIN THE RESEARCH DEGREES ACADEMIC 

FRAMEWORK 

 

Programme Programme Code  Date Validated Date Reap-

proved 

Research degrees  

MPhil/PhD See below See below  

PhD by Publication PRHPDPUBCTN 29/6/2011  

Masters by Research See below See below  

Degrees by Thesis and Coursework  

Doctorate in Education PTHPDEDUCAT 24/4/2010 30/9/2016 

Doctorate in Clinical Psychology PSLPDCLIPSY 1/9/2013  

MSc by Research (Social and Applied Scienc-

es)   

See below 9/7/2014  

Research Degrees Doctoral Subjects  

MPhil/PhD in American Studies PRHPDAMSSTD 11/6/2014 7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Applied Linguistics  PRHPDAPPLNG  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Archaeology PRHPDARCLGY 16/3/2015 7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Biological Sciences  PRHPDBCLSCN  3/9/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Business and Management  PRHPDBUSMGE  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Computing  PRHPDCOMPUT  3/9/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Contemporary Studies in Child-

hood,  Youth and Parenthood 

PRHPDCCHSTD  4/11/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Criminal Justice  PRHPDCRMJUS  5/10/2011  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Criminology PRHPDCRIMIN 18/9/2017  

MPhil/PhD in Education  PRHPDEDUCAT  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil in Education PRHMPEDUCAT  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in English Literature   PRHPDENGLTR  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Film Studies PRHPDFLMSTD 16/3/2015 7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Geography  PRHPDGEO  3/9/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Health and Social Care  PRHPDHEASOC  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in History  PRHPDHSTORY  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil in History PRHMPHSTORY  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Law PRHPDMPHLAW 18/9/2017  

MPhil/PhD in Media and Cultural Studies  PRHPDMCSTUD  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Music  PRHPDMUSIC  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Performing Arts PRHPDPFMART 11/2/2014 7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Policing PRHPDPOLICE 18/9/2017  

MPhil/PhD in Politics and International Rela-

tions  

PRHPDPLTNTR  3/9/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Professional Practice: Psycholog-

ical Perspectives  

PRHPDPRFPRA 10/1/2014 7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Psychology  PRHPDSYCHL  3/9/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Sport and Exercise Science  PRHPDSPRTSC  3/9/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Sociology  PRHPDSOCLGY  3/9/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Theology and Religious Studies  PRHPDTHEREL  6/6/2010  7/10/2016 

MPhil in Theology and Religious Studies PRHMPTHEREL  7/10/2016 

MPhil/PhD in Tourism Studies  PRHPDTOURSM  2/3/2011  7/10/2016 

 

Research Degrees Masters Subjects  

Masters by Research in History PRHMASHISRES  6/6/2010  23/11/2016 

Masters by Research in Theology and Reli-

gious Studies 

PRHMATRSRES 1/2/2013 23/11/2016 

Masters by Research in English Literature PRHMAELTRES 11/2/2014 23/11/2016 

Masters by Research in American Studies PRHMAAMSSTD 11/6/2014 23/11/2016 
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Masters by Research in Media, Art and Design PRHMAMEDART 11/6/2014 23/11/2016 

Masters by Research in Guidance and Support PRHMAGDNSPT 13/10/2014 23/11/2016 

Masters by Research in Physical Education 

and Physical Activity 

PRHMAPEDPAC 26/5/2016 23/11/2016 

Masters by Research in Policing PRHMSPOLICE 21/4/2015 23/11/2016 

  

MSc by Research (Social and Applied Sci-

ences) 

PRHMSSASRES 9/7/2014  

Pathways:   Biosciences  9/7/2014  

Ecology  9/7/2014  

Sociology  9/7/2014  

Applied Psychology  9/7/2014  

Psychology  9/7/2014  

Politics and International Relations  9/7.2014  

Environmental Geography  9/7/2014  

Human Geography  9/7/2014  

Urban and Regional Studies  9/7/2014  

Geospatial Analysis  9/7/2014  

Cartography and Infographics  9/7/2014  

Sport and Exercise Science  9/7/2014  

Sport and Exercise Psychology  9/7/2014  

Sport and Policy Development  9/7/2014  

Applied Health and Fitness  9/7/2014  

Tourism  9/7/2014  

Leisure  9/7/2014  

Events  9/7/2014  

Computing  9/7/2014  

Digital Forensics and Cybersecurity  9/7/2014  

Policing  9/7/2014  

Criminology  9/7/2014  

Forensic Investigation  9/7/2014  

Criminal Justice  9/7/2014  

Law  9/7/2014  

Chemical Science  4/7/2017  

 

 All Programmes are validated for 6 years  

 All the Doctorates covered by the Research Degrees Academic Framework may be 

considered professional doctorates where the degree (e.g. the Doctor of Educa-

tion) or the Subject within the Doctor of Philosophy (e.g. Education, Health and 

Social Care, Applied Linguistics) is specifically associated with an area of profes-

sional research which may impact on the orientation of coursework or the 

content or structure of the thesis. 

 


