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Interview for the PGCE in English

Congratulations on having been offered an interview for a place on the PCGE course for September 2025. As you will have read from the pre-interview information online, the interview process provides an insight into the course and an opportunity for you to ask questions. The interview will be comprised of different activities which enable you to demonstrate attributes and skills that successful teachers draw upon; it is therefore a fair and rigorous process.
 
This document provides an overview of the subject element of the interview and should be read in conjunction with the main webpage. There are two key processes that make up the subject element of the selection process:

THE SUBJECT INTERVIEW

For your interview, you will need to prepare a 3–5-minute presentation on how you would teach one of the following topics or concepts: 
 
· The use of stage directions in drama
· The use of line breaks in poetry
· The use of imagery in prose fiction
· The importance of ‘show don’t tell’ in the context of creative writing
· The use of direct address in speech writing
 
Although not compulsory, you may use resources like PowerPoint or the Teams whiteboard function to support you with your presentation. 

[bookmark: _Int_HEiJ81z6]In the interview, you will also have the opportunity to discuss a range of topics, such as the following:
· Your previous experience of working with young people in educational settings
· Your own interests within the subject of English
· Your view of how English could/should be taught in the classroom
· Your wider reading within the subject of English and your knowledge of texts taught at KS3, KS4 and KS5
· Your awareness of current Curriculum issues in English 

Please note that interviews will be recorded in line with our fairer admissions code of practice.  

THE INITIAL SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE AUDIT IN ENGLISH

Below you will find a copy of the Initial Subject Knowledge Audit in English which will help you and me to assess your current level of readiness for the course. I would be grateful if you would return your completed version of this document to me via email at least two days prior to the interview day at Canterbury. Should this not be possible, I would ask you to contact me in advance. My email address is sam.holdstock@canterbury.ac.uk 


I wish you luck with your preparations for the interview and look forward to meeting you on the day.

[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]Best wishes,


Sam Holdstock,
Secondary subject lead for English in Initial Teacher Education 
Canterbury Christ Church University










SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE AUDIT INSTRUCTIONS:

Write a paragraph in response to each of the following questions, providing evidence to support your responses wherever possible.
 
1. Reflecting upon your knowledge and experience of English literature, what are your areas of strength and weakness? You might like to consider your knowledge of pre-1914 novels, Modern literary fiction, young adult fiction, Modern poetry, pre-1900 poetry, Shakespeare plays, Other pre-1900 drama, Modern drama and Non-fiction.

2. [bookmark: _Int_bNEIOPBI]Reflecting upon your knowledge and experience of the English language, what are your areas of strength and weakness? Think, in particular, about your knowledge of standard English and its conventions.

3. Reflecting upon your skills as a writer, what are your areas of strength and weakness? You might like to consider your understanding of the writing process, as well as your abilities as a writer of fiction and non-fiction. 
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