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Interview for the PGCE in Secondary Science (Biology, Chemistry or Physics)


Congratulations on being selected for an interview for the PCGE course starting September 2025. During the interview, you’ll participate in several activities that will allow you to showcase various skills and qualities essential for successful teaching. We created these activities to be fair and thorough, helping us see how you could thrive in the classroom. You will also have the opportunity to ask any questions about the course. Please note that interviews may be recorded in line with our fairer admissions code of practice.

THE INTERVIEW

After initial introductions, you will have 3 - 5 mins to explain a teacher’s response to one of the following questions. 

1. What is the difference between breathing and respiration? 
2. What happens to a protein when it is digested?
3. How do substances dissolve?
4. Are acids more dangerous than alkalis?
5. What are the forces on a tennis ball once it has left the racket?
6. Do batteries store charge?
Choose any one question you feel comfortable with and imagine a 12/13-year-old or Year 8 pupil has asked this question in one of your lessons. Tailor your response to clarify and enhance their understanding in an age-appropriate way. Please prepare your explanation in advance of the interview.

You will be able to share your screen on the day and will have access to the TEAMS whiteboard so you can share any resources you feel will aid your explanation.
You may also want to use the Science National Curriculum to support your planning for the target audience.

In the rest of the interview, you will explore a range of topics; these are likely to include:

· your proficiency in your general science subject knowledge – Biology, Chemistry or Physics 
· your view of how your subject could/should be taught in the classroom 
· your previous experience of working with young people in learning settings 
· your ideas on how to create a safe school environment and how to safeguard children
· possible scenarios that you might encounter in the classroom and how you might deal with them

THE INITIAL SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE AUDIT IN SCIENCE

This is a link to our Initial Subject Knowledge Audit in Science, which will help us assess your current readiness level for the course. We would be grateful if you could complete this form at least two days before the interview. Should this not be possible, please contact us in advance using this email address - secondarysciencE@cccu.onmicrosoft.com
We wish you luck with your preparations for the interview and look forward to meeting you on the day.

[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]Best wishes,
The CCCU ITE Science Team 

Sharron MacKenzie, Dr Nqobile Nkala & Dr Phil Stone

Subject Leads for Secondary Science in Initial Teacher Training & Education 
Canterbury Christ Church University
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