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ABSTRACT 
Henrietta Eliza Vaughan Stannard was a popular 

Victorian author who wrote under the pseudonym 

John Strange Winter.   She wrote as many as 112 

books and 42 articles for the Family Herald, under 

the pseudonym Violet Whyte. 

Canterbury Christ Church University special 

collections has 76 of her books.  

Canterbury Christ Church University 
Augustine House Library 
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Henrietta Vaughan Stannard 

 

Biographical history 
Henrietta Eliza Vaughan Stannard (née Palmer; 1856–1911) John Strange Winter [pseud.], was a popular British 

novelist. She wrote around 112 books and contributed 42 short stories to the Family Herald under the pseudonym of 

'Violet Whyte'. In 1891, she started a penny weekly magazine, entitled Golden Gates; which was later changed to 

Winter's Weekly. She was founding president of the Writers' Club in 1892, and president of the Society of Women 

Journalists from 1901 to 1903.  

Custodial History 
The Henrietta Vaughan Stannard collection was donated to the International Centre for Victorian Women Writers, 

Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Education, Canterbury Christ Church University by Michael Seeney in October 2020. 

Further accruals are not expected. 

Extent  
1 box, 75-80 books, 2 perfume bottles 

Access 
Access to the collection is during core library hours, between 9.00-5.00 Monday to Friday. Please email 

library.canterbury@canterbury.ac.uk to order material in advance of your visit. 

All images ©ICVWW 

Language of material 
English. 

Preferred citation 
Henrietta Vaughan Stannard MSS, International Centre for Victorian Women Writers, Canterbury Christ Church 

University, HS/00/01 (etc). 

Scope and Content 
The collection contains books, periodicals, research notes, 2 perfume bottles and original ALS letters, including one 

signed by H. Rider Haggard.  

System of arrangement 
The archive has been arranged into the following series: 

HS/01/01-19 – Letters, photographs, periodicals, and theatre programmes 

HS/02/01 – Perfume bottles 

HS/03/01 – Catalogue of books 

HS/04/01-2 – Research notes 
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HS/01 – Letters, photographs, periodicals, and theatre programmes 
 

HS/01/01 

ALS dated August 8 1889 - Letter to Mr Benwell. Embossed paper with address The White House, Wix, Manningtree. 

Signed Henrietta E.V.Stannard. Henrietta agrees to send a sovereign towards a school treat. 

 

HS/01/02 

ALS dated 4 Nov 1891 – Letter to Mrs Stannard signed H. Rider Haggard. Printed address Ditchingham House, 

Bungay. Black edged paper. Egyptian hieroglyphics decoration on paper. H. Rider Haggard thanks Mrs Stannard for a 

copy of ‘Golden Gates’. 

 

HS/01/03 

ALS dated March 7 1893 – Letter to Mr Phillips. Embossed paper with address Spring House, Merton, Surrey. Signed 

H.E.V. Stannard. 
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HS/01/04 

ALS dated April 13th 1893 – Letter to Mr Wassall. Embossed paper with address Spring House, Merton, Surrey and 

the “No crinoline League” crest. Signed Henrietta E.V. Stannard.  

 

HS/01/05 

ALS dated Ap. 11 1894 – Letter to Miss ??  . Henrietta has agreed to send an autograph. 
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HS/01/06 

ALS dated July 26 – Letter to ??  signed Henrietta E. V. Stannard (J.S.W). Address: 28, Faubourg de la Barre, Dieppe, 

France. 

 

HS/01/07 

Postcard – Literary celebrities – John Strange Winter. Postal frank date: July 2nd 1904. 

 

HS/01/08 

Postcard – John Strange Winter – Mrs Arthur Stannard. Photo by Langfier. Advertisement on the reverse for “John 

Strange Winter Hair Food”.  
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HS/01/09 

Two signed cards – John Strange Winter (Henrietta E. V. Stannard). 

HS/01/10 

Two signed cards. A 4-line verse signed John Strange Winter. A short line signed John Strange Winter (Henrietta E.V. 

Stannard). 

 

HS/01/11 

Our Lady of Charm by John Strange Winter. Small pamphlet advertising her perfume and toiletries range. 
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HS/01/12 

Postcard addressed to Mr a Beckett, Hotel Metropole, S.W. Franked West Kensington. Dated 6 ? 1902. Embossed 

with 25, Charleville Road, West Kensington. W. Henrietta apologies for not coming but she has double pneumonia 

and pleurisy. Slight improvement tonight. Signed H.E.V. Stannard. 

 

HS/01/13 

ALS – dated Nov 12 1901. To Miss Johnston in response to a request for an autograph. Embossed address: 25, 

Charleville Road, West Kensington. W. Letter signed by H.E.V.Stannard. 

HS/01/14 

ALS – Letter dated Jan 21 1906. Addressed to Mr Doyle. From Mrs Arthur Stannard, 14, West Kensington Mansions, 

West Kensington, London. Telephone: 2115, Western “John Strange Winter”. Signed Henrietta E.V.Stannard. 
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HS/01/15 

Programme for Bootles Baby performed at the Globe Theatre. 
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HS/01/16 

Programme for Bootles Baby performed at the Gaiety Theatre, Hastings. 
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HS/01/17 

Family Herald Supplement – January 17 1887 – Story ‘Next of Kin’ by the author of ‘At the Eleventh House’, ‘Cupid in 

Scarlet’, ‘Nine peas in a pod’, ‘The Broken Sixpence’, ‘The Old Love or the New’ etc. by Violet Whyte. 

HS/01/18 

Family Herald Supplement – August 16 1886 – Story ‘At the Eleventh Hour’ by the author of ‘Cupid in Scarlet’, ‘Nine 

peas in a pod’, ‘Pride’, ‘The broken sixpence’, ‘the ghost of an old love’, etc.by Violet Whyte. 

HS/01/19 

Old Hope and New – A photocopy of a poem signed John Strange Winter (Henrietta E.V.Stannard) dated 1897 sold 

on e-bay. No right to reproduce. 

 

HS/02/01 – Perfume Bottles 
Two perfume bottles bearing the Winter name. 

 

HS/03/01 – Catalogue of books 
Catalogue of books (see Library Search) 

 

HS/04/01 – Research notes 
Miscellaneous research notes - uncatalogued 

 


