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Medieval Canterbury Weekend

Welcome 

Dear Attendees, 

On behalf of the School of Humanities at Canterbury Christ Church 

University, we would like to welcome you most warmly to the Medieval 

Canterbury Weekend. Medieval Canterbury was internationally important as 

the site of St Thomas’s shrine and as it was on the main highway between 

London and mainland Europe, a route traversed by kings and knights, 

merchants and pilgrims. The city is an ideal setting for a weekend programme 

of lectures and guided visits that showcase recent research on the Middle 

Ages, which will be readily accessible to everyone and we hope enjoyed by all. 

Historians from across the United Kingdom are coming to various venues 

in our beautiful medieval city to share with you their passion and 

enthusiasm for the Middle Ages. We are delighted to welcome back to 

Canterbury as speakers and guides a number of scholars who were 

involved in our first medieval weekend in 2016.  

As a new venture, we have introduced some events for younger 

medievalists on Friday, 6
th

 April, in partnership with The Canterbury Tales and 

Waterstones who have been very supportive of this Weekend. On the 

following Saturday (14
th

 April) we shall be welcoming young archaeologists 

to our University for workshops on medieval skeletons. We hope these will be 

successful events and lead to more in the future. 

 We should also like to thank Cressida Williams at the Cathedral 

Archives and Paul Bennett for guiding tours. Our thanks also to Matthew 

Crockatt for his web design and Ruth Duckworth, our Box Office manager, 

and all our terrific front of house volunteers and hospitality teams for helping 

this event to run smoothly. We are extremely grateful to everyone who has 

agreed to take part. The profits from the sale of this souvenir brochure will 

be put towards the Ian Coulson Memorial Postgraduate Award fund for Kent 

History at Canterbury Christ Church University. 

Thank you so much for your support and for being part of this 

exciting weekend of events. We hope the young and not quite so young have 

a great time at our third History Weekend.  

Louise Wilkinson, 

Professor of Medieval History 

Sheila Sweetinburgh, Organiser; 

Diane Heath, Co-organiser 

Medieval Canterbury Weekend 

Centre for Kent History & Heritage 

Canterbury Christ Church University 
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Programme Themes  

 

 

 

 

There are five broad themes from which to pick those events you 

would like to attend. The sixth section consists of events for children.  

 

Social History 

The ordinary people who survived and even thrived in extraordinary 

times, haunted by famine, plague, war, death – and taxes. 

War and Politics 

These were exciting times, a revolution in military tactics and 

technology and yet an emphasis on chivalric values, summed up by 

the Black Prince, Crécy, and the Order of the Garter.  

Kings and Queens 

Royalty meant power and government but weak kings gave 

opportunities to the aristocracy. And how did queens as royal 

mothers, wives, and daughters shape authority? 

Books and Manuscripts 

High culture of the medieval period required being able to write and 

speak Latin. Yet medieval British books and documents often also 

contain Anglo-Norman French, Old and Middle English. Many were 

beautifully illuminated, making them star objects of the Middle Ages. 

The Medieval Church 

The Church was the spiritual and ecclesiastical authority of the Middle 

Ages –and frequently clashed with royal power. Traditional faith was 

active and vibrant–people went on pilgrimages, venerated holy relics, 

and prayed for miracles. 

Events for Younger Medievalists 

This year we have arranged three events for younger historians and 

archaeologists: a puppet show for the under-fives from The 

Canterbury Tales’ team called ‘Saturn’s Fury’ at Waterstones from 

11.00 to 12.00; campfire storytelling in The Canterbury Tales‘ garden 

on Friday 7
th

 April between 15.00 and 16.00; and two medieval 

skeleton workshops with Dr Ellie Williams on Saturday 14
th

 April 

(10.30-12.30 and 14.00-16.00) for members of Kent Young 

Archaeologists Clubs. 
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Programme Schedule 

 

Venue/ 

Key/ 

Time 

Michael 

Berry 

[Og46] 

Old Court 

Room 

[Og32] 

Tour Tour Visit 

Social 

History 

War & 

Politics 

Kings & 

Queens 

Books & 

Manuscripts 

Medieval 

Church 

Younger 

Medievalists 

Friday 

11.00-12.00     Puppet Show 

Waterstones 

15.00-16.00     Campfire Tales 

Canterbury 

Tales 

19.00-20.30 Leonie 

Seliger 

    

Saturday 

10.00-11.00 Imogen 

Corrigan 

Richard 

Eales 

Paul 

Bennett 

St Mildred’s 

Sheila 

Sweetinburgh 

St John’s 

Cressida 

Williams 

Cathedral 

11.30-12.30 Michelle 

Brown 

Paul 

Dalton   

Paul 

Bennett 

Poor Priests 

Sheila 

Sweetinburgh 

Blackfriars 

Cressida 

Williams 

Cathedral 

Lunch 

13.30-14.30 Richard 

Gameson 

Stephen 

Church 

   

15.00-16.00 Helen 

Castor 

Louise 

Wilkinson 

   

16.30-17.30 Marc 

Morris 

Carole 

Rawcliffe 

   

18.00-19.00 David 

Starkey 

Diane 

Heath 

   

Sunday 

10.30-11.30 Caroline 

Barron 

  

 Jayne 

Wackett 

Beaney 

12.00-13.00 Janina 

Ramirez 

Clare 

Wright 

   

Lunch 

14.00-15.00 Carenza 

Lewis 

Michael 

Jones 
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About the Speakers and their Talks 

 

CONSERVING CANTERBURY’S MEDIEVAL WINDOWS 

IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The restoration and conservation of stained glass has a long history in 

Canterbury, stretching back well into the eighteenth 

century.  Throughout that time there have been examples of the 

good, the bad, and the ugly, and the lessons learnt from all of those 

are equally important.  The talk will look at how our approaches to 

preserving the ancient glass have changed over time, and how 

modern and traditional techniques and materials are helping the 

Cathedral’s conservators with their task.  

Biographical Note  

Leonie Seliger is head of the Stained-Glass Conservation 

Department at Canterbury Cathedral, and she also advises 

the Dioceses of Canterbury and Rochester on faculty 

applications involving restoration/conservation as well as 

new designs for windows in the churches of the dioceses. She 

gained a Masters in Conservation Studies (Historic Buildings) in 2001 

at the University of York. In the last few years at Canterbury Cathedral 

she has led major projects on the medieval Ancestors of Christ 

windows and the Miracle windows of Thomas Becket, as well as 

being heavily involved in the restoration of the Great South Window. 

She is a highly regarded expert on twelfth- and thirteenth-century 

stained glass and her passion for the subject is well known.  

Date: Friday 6
th

 April. Time: 7-8.30pm 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL 
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THE SIREN SEA 

 

 

The ship is one of the most common images found in medieval 

churches and manuscripts and not just on the coast but often far 

inland as well. Nations depend on it for nourishment, safety and 

wealth but, all too often, it brings ruin and death.  It was ever 

thus. In this lecture the life of the medieval mariner will be 

brought to life with his hopes, fears, and superstitions. We look 

at spectacular shipwrecks, some of which changed the course of 

history, and see how medieval mariners fought to save their ships 

and cargo.  We learn how they built ships and think about how 

they navigated: extraordinary journeys were made in a time when 

no one was completely confident that they would 

not simply sail off the edge of the world or into the 

mouths of dragons. No wonder those returning to 

safe harbour were so full of tall tales. 

Biographical Note 

Imogen Corrigan lectures for Martin Randell 

Travel, ACE Cultural Tours and other specialist 

travel companies leading tours in Britain, Europe and the Far East. 

She is a NADFAS lecturer as well as being a highly regarded 

speaker for the U3A, Kent History Federation, and East Kent 

National Trust amongst other organisations. She is a Fellow of the 

Royal Society of Arts and a member of the British Commission for 

Military History.  

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 10-11am  

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL  
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THE MOST WHOLLY ADMIRABLE CASTLES IN THE WORLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The leading castles of the crusaders in the Holy Land, between 

1089 and 1291, are regarded as among the greatest secular 

buildings of the Middle Ages. This lecture will look at a selection 

of the sites – some now sadly threatened or damaged by 

contemporary military conflict – and also ask how they were 

constructed and used, and why in the end they could not protect 

the western settlers from Moslem reconquest. 

Biographical Note 

Richard Eales is a well-known expert on medieval 

castles, a topic he has lectured and written on 

extensively. His research is not confined to Europe and he 

has visited and investigated many of the castles and 

fortifications in the Middle East, something that is no longer 

possible in many cases. As a lecturer in medieval history, he was a 

member of the School of History at the University of Kent for 

many years. Latterly he has lectured at Canterbury Christ Church 

University and he now spends more time researching castles and 

his other specialism, the history of chess. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 10-11am  

Location: Old Sessions House, Og32 CT1 1PL  
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CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ARCHIVE TREASURES 

 

 

This guided visit to the Cathedral Archives and Library will 

focus on the medieval records and manuscripts in the collections. 

On display will be examples from the medieval archive of the 

cathedral, which dates from the 9
th

 century onwards and which is 

included on the UNESCO UK Memory of the World Register. 

There will also be documents from the archive of the City of 

Canterbury, including charters and financial records. 

Biographical Note 

Cressida Williams leads the staff team of the 

Cathedral Archives and Library, which cares for 

the manuscript and book collection of the 

Cathedral and other local organisations. Having 

qualified as an archivist in 1997, she is particularly 

interested in medieval charters and seals, as well as architectural 

records. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 10-11am & 11.30am-12.30pm 

Location: Canterbury Cathedral Archives, The Precincts CT1 2EH 
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HOW TO READ A MEDIEVAL CHURCH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This guided tour will explore St Mildred’s Church in Canterbury 

which is located by the city wall and next to Canterbury Castle. 

This gem of a medieval parish church has its roots in the eleventh 

century, and it may have housed some of the relics of St Mildred 

at the time of King Cnut, after the monks of St Augustine’s Abbey 

brought her relics from Minster in Thanet to their abbey church in 

Canterbury. In addition to fabric from this Anglo-Saxon period, 

the building contains materials and features from throughout the 

Middle Ages, including a newly-exposed crown post nave roof. 

Paul will guide visitors around the outside and inside 

of the church to demonstrate what to look for and 

how to reconstruct the development of medieval 

church building. 

Biographical Note 

As the Director of Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 

Professor Paul Bennett MBE has overseen 

numerous archaeological excavations both in this country and 

abroad. In addition to his main interest in the archaeology of 

Kent, he is an expert in classical Libyan civilisation, having worked 

in the country over several decades. More recently, he has 

expanded his overseas interests to northern Iraq, to investigate 

the region’s prehistory. He has an encyclopaedic knowledge 

regarding Canterbury’s archaeology and history, and his passion 

for the subject has inspired professionals and amateurs alike, 

which was recognised in 2017 when he was awarded an MBE. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 10-11am  

Location: St Mildred's Church, CT1 2NE  
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EXPLORING AN ANCIENT HOSPITAL 

 

Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh’s guided tour will take visitors back in 

time to explore St John’s Hospital which was founded c.1080 by 

Archbishop Lanfranc. Some of the buildings date from this initial 

construction, including the toilet block that only went out of use 

in the 1940s. As well as this original stone building, visitors will 

be shown the chapel and Tudor refectory in which are housed 

artefacts and features from the hospital’s medieval past. This 

magnificent institution is rarely open to the public and this 

guided tour offers a great opportunity to investigate one of 

Canterbury’s hidden medieval gems. 

Biographical Note 

Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh is Principal Research Fellow 

at the Centre for Kent History and Heritage, Canterbury 

Christ Church University and an Associate Lecturer in 

Medieval and Early Modern Studies at the University of 

Kent. She has published The Role of the Hospital in 

Medieval England: Gift-giving and the Spiritual Economy, and 

edited Negotiating the Political in Northern European Urban 

Society, c.1400-c.1600, Early Medieval Kent and Later Medieval 

Kent. Employing a microhistory approach, she has published 

extensively on a broad range of medieval social history topics 

using the rich archival sources for Kent. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 10-11am  

Location: St John’s Hospital, CT1 1BG  
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CANTERBURY AND ART IN BRITAIN TO C. 1000 AD 

 

In this illustrated lecture, Michelle Brown will discuss the role 

played by Canterbury and the South East in shaping the artistic 

and cultural development of Britain from the Celtic Iron Age to 

the Norman Conquest, setting it in the context of her recent 

book, Art of the Islands: Celtic, Pictish, Anglo-Saxon and Viking 

visual culture (Bodleian, 2016).  

Through the material culture of this transformative period, the 

interaction between the many peoples who settled in these 

islands during their early history can be charted. 

 

Biographical Note 

Professor Michelle Brown is a Visiting Professor at 

University College London and Baylor University (Texas). 

She was formerly Curator of Illuminated Manuscripts at 

the British Library and a Lay Canon and Chapter Member of St 

Paul’s Cathedral. She has been a historical consultant and on-

screen expert on several radio and television programmes. She 

has published on the Lindisfarne Gospels, the Luttrell Psalter, the 

Holkham Bible, and how to understand illuminated manuscripts. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 11.30am-12.30pm 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL  
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THE NORMAN INVASION OF ENGLAND, 1066 

 

The Norman invasion of England in 1066 was one of the most 

momentous events in English medieval history. As is well known, 

it led to the defeat of an English army at the battle of Hastings, 

the death of King Harold, and the establishment of William, duke 

of Normandy, as king of the English. This lecture will illuminate 

some of the less familiar strategic aspects of William the 

Conqueror’s campaign. 

Biographical Note 

Before coming to Canterbury Christ Church University, 

Dr Paul Dalton was for thirteen years at Liverpool 

Hope University College. Paul's primary research interests 

relate to the political, social and ecclesiastical history of 

England and Normandy in the eleventh and twelfth 

centuries, including peace making and the reign of King Stephen. 

He recently led a project entitled ‘Bridges to History and 

Employment’, which explored, and sought to develop practical 

solutions for, the challenges faced by students in making the 

transition from pre-university to university education, and from 

there to employment. It was supported by funding from the 

Higher Education Academy. Among Paul’s publications is 

Conquest, Anarchy and Lordship: Yorkshire 1066-1154 

(Cambridge University Press, 1994 and 2002). 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 11.30am-12.30pm 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og32 CT1 1PL 
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INVESTIGATING A MEDIEVAL STONE BUILDING 

 

This guided tour of the Poor Priests’ Hospital will offer 

participants a master class in how to look for clues to understand 

how this building developed from around 1200 until the end of 

the Middle Ages. Paul has undertaken archaeological excavations 

on parts of the building, and has written articles about its 

development including an understanding of how the orientation 

of the great hall was changed radically in the post-Black Death 

period. 

Biographical Note 

As the Director of Canterbury Archaeological Trust,  

Professor Paul Bennett MBE has overseen 

numerous archaeological excavations both in this country 

and abroad. In addition to his main interest in the archaeology of 

Kent, he is an expert in classical Libyan civilisation, having worked 

in the country over several decades. More recently, he has 

expanded his overseas interests to northern Iraq, investigating the 

region’s prehistory. He has an encyclopedic knowledge regarding 

Canterbury’s archaeology and history, and his passion for the 

subject has inspired professionals and amateurs alike.  

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 11.30am-12.30pm 

Location: Poor Priests' Hospital, CT1 2NR 
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INVESTIGATING THE BLACKFRIARS 

 

Settling in Canterbury in the thirteenth century, the Dominican 

friars were favoured by Henry III and Edmund Rich his archbishop. 

Thereafter they prospered, continuing to receive royal favour and 

assistance from the Canterbury see, albeit relations with the two 

premier monasteries of Christ Church Priory and St Augustine’s 

Abbey were sometimes more challenging. Situated close to the 

river, the friary was on a large site and even though only two of 

the buildings survive, the guided tour will investigate their 

location and what they can reveal about the wealth and place of 

the Blackfriars in the city’s religious landscape. 

Biographical Note 

Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh is Principal Research Fellow in 

the Centre for Kent History and Heritage, Canterbury Christ 

Church University and an Associate Lecturer in Medieval and 

Early Modern Studies at the University of Kent. She has published 

The Role of the Hospital in Medieval England: Gift-giving and the 

Spiritual Economy, and edited Negotiating the Political in 

Northern European Urban Society, c.1400-c.1600, Early Medieval 

Kent and Later Medieval Kent. Employing a microhistory 

approach, she has published extensively on a broad range of 

medieval social history topics using the rich archival sources for 

Kent. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 11.30am-12.30pm  

Location: Blackfriars, CT1 2AP 
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THE PIGMENTS OF CANTERBURY ILLUMINATORS 

 

One of the most striking aspects of illuminated manuscripts is their 

ravishing colours. From what substances were the pigments in 

question made? Until recently, it was difficult to identify the colour 

stuffs in manuscripts non-destructively.  However, thanks to a unique 

suite of mobile, high-specification equipment, a team from Durham 

and Northumbria Universities has been able to identify the pigments 

that were deployed in a range of Canterbury manuscripts dating from 

the tenth to the twelfth centuries.  This talk will explain how the work 

in question was done, which pigments were found (including lapis 

lazuli and the even more exotic Egyptian blue), and how changes in 

pigment use across time relate to broader patterns of artistic, political 

and cultural history. 

Biographical Note 

Professor Richard Gameson specialises in the 

history of the book from Antiquity to the 

Renaissance, and in medieval art. He has published 

more than 100 studies on medieval manuscripts, book 

collections, art and cultural history, including Augustine of Canterbury 

and the Conversion of England (1999), The Earliest Books of 

Canterbury Cathedral (2008), The Cambridge History of the Book in 

Britain volume 1: c. 400-1100 (2012), From Holy Island to Durham 

(2013), and The Lindisfarne Gospels: new perspectives (2017). He has 

recently completed a catalogue of the medieval manuscripts of Trinity 

College, Oxford, and is working on a catalogue of the manuscript 

collection of Durham Cathedral.  

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 1.30-2.30pm 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL 
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THE YOUNG HENRY III 

 

The reign of Henry III has a claim to be the most important in the 

whole of the middle ages. Henry sat on the throne for 56 years 

during which time England was transformed from being the 

private play thing of a French-speaking dynasty into a medieval 

state in which the king answered for his actions to an English 

Parliament born during the course of his reign. In this lecture, 

Professor Church, author of Henry III: A Simple and God-Fearing 

King (Penguin Books 2017), will explore the early years of Henry 

III’s life and reign to show how the foundations for the 

medieval English state were laid.  

Biographical Notes 

Professor Stephen Church joined the School of 

History at the University of East Anglia in 1995 after 

completing undergraduate and postgraduate work in London. 

Between leaving school and becoming an academic historian, he 

had a varied career including being a housing liaison officer for 

Camden Council. He has published widely on King John and his 

son Henry III including King John: England, Magna Carta, and the 

Making of a Tyrant (2015) and Henry III: A Simple and God-

Fearing King (2017). 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 1.30-2.30pm  

Locations: Old Sessions House, Og32 CT1 1PL  
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JOAN OF ARC 

 

 

The story of Joan of Arc is profoundly familiar and endlessly startling: 

a 15th-century peasant girl claiming to hear voices from God, who 

became a teenage warrior leading armies to victory in an age that 

believed women could not and should not fight.  Eventually captured 

and put on trial, she was burned at the stake as a heretic at the age 

of just nineteen.  Five hundred years later, she was canonised as a 

saint. Helen Castor tells the extraordinary true story behind the myth, 

and explores a tumultuous moment in history when no one – not 

Joan herself, nor the people around her – knew what would happen 

next. 

Biographical Note 

Dr Helen Castor is a medieval historian and a Bye-

Fellow of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. Her first 

book, Blood & Roses, was long-listed for the Samuel 

Johnson Prize in 2005 and won the English 

Association’s Beatrice White Prize in 2006. Her next two 

books, She-Wolves: The Women Who Ruled England Before Elizabeth 

and Joan of Arc: A History, were widely selected among the books of 

the year for 2010 and 2014, and both were made into 

documentaries for BBC television. Helen is one of the presenters of 

Making History on BBC Radio 4. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 3-4pm  

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL  
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THE REBEL PRINCESS: ELEANOR DE MONTFORT  

AND THE SECOND BARONS' WAR  

 

As the sister of King Henry III (r. 1216-72) and the wife of his political 

opponent, Simon, earl of Leicester, the familial connections of Eleanor 

de Montfort straddled the bitter conflict between Henry III and his 

rebel barons. Drawing on Countess Eleanor's richly detailed household 

accounts, this talk examines her personal role between 1264 and 

1265 in the Second Barons’ War (1264-7). In particular it looks at the 

part that Eleanor played in defending Dover castle and in protecting 

her surviving children, friends and supporters after her 

husband's bloody death at the battle of Evesham on 4 August 1265. 

Biographical Note 

Professor Louise Wilkinson’s current research 

focuses on aristocratic women, with special reference to 

their involvement in thirteenth-century political society. 

She is joint general editor of the Pipe Roll Society (with 

Dr Paul Dryburgh) and was a co-director of the AHRC-

funded Henry III Fine Rolls Project and of the AHRC-funded 

Magna Carta Project. Louise has published several books including a 

biography of Eleanor de Montfort: A Rebel Countess in Medieval 

England who was the wife of Simon de Montfort and sister of Henry 

III. Recently she edited, with David Crook, The Growth of Royal 

Government under King Henry III and has published numerous 

articles including works on Magna Carta. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 3-4pm  

Location: Old Sessions House, Og32 CT1 1PL  
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‘BAD KING JOHN?’ 

King John is familiar to everyone as the villain from the tales of Robin 

Hood — greedy, cowardly, despicable and cruel. But who was the 

man behind the legend? Was he truly a monster, or a capable ruler 

cursed by ill luck? In this talk Marc Morris examines John’s career and 

character, and assesses the king's actions against the standards of his 

own age.  

Biographical Note 

Dr Marc Morris is an historian and broadcaster, 

specialising in the Middle Ages. He is the author of King 

John: Treachery, Tyranny and the Road to Magna Carta 

(Hutchinson 2015), The Norman Conquest (Windmill, 

2013) and A Great and Terrible King (Windmill, 2009).  

In 2003 Marc presented the highly acclaimed TV series Castle for 

Channel 4 and wrote its accompanying book. He has also contributed 

to other history programmes on radio and television. An expert on 

medieval monarchy and aristocracy, and a fellow of the Royal 

Historical Society, Marc has written numerous articles for History 

Today, BBC History Magazine, and Heritage Today (now published 

together as an e-book, Kings and Castles). 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 4.30-5.30pm  

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL 
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AT THE CUTTING EDGE: BECOMING A LATE 

MEDIEVAL SURGEON 

Commonly regarded as little short of a butcher, the late medieval 

surgeon was, in fact, often highly skilled, well read and a master of 

patient psychology.  His (and occasionally her) craft was, moreover, 

subject to tight control and frequent inspection.  Without the benefits 

of effective anaesthesia, antisepsis and blood-transfusion, 

opportunities for successful intervention were by modern standards 

severely limited. On the other hand, the battlefield offered prospects 

of advancement, while surgeons routinely provided treatment, such 

as blood-letting, that was designed to preserve as well as restore 

health. This lecture examines how surgeons acquired their lengthy 

training and explores the types of procedures that they were expected 

to perform. 

Biographical Note 

Professor Carole Rawcliffe is Professor Emerita 

of Medieval History at the University of East Anglia. 

Her research focuses upon the theory and practice of 

medicine in medieval England, with particular emphasis 

upon hospitals, the interconnection between healing and religion, 

and urban health. She has written extensively on medieval medical 

provision; her books include Medicine & Society in Later Medieval 

England (1995), Leprosy in Medieval England (2006), and Urban 

Bodies: Communal Health in Late Medieval English Towns and Cities 

(2013). She is currently editing a book of essays on Sanitary Policing in 

Premodern Europe for Amsterdam University Press.  

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 4.30-5.30pm  

Location: Old Sessions House, Og32 CT1 1PL 
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EMINENCES GRISES: THE LAST ENGLISH ROYAL CONFESSORS 

AND THE MAKING OF TUDOR ENGLAND 

Thanks to the Reformation, the role of the English royal confessors 

has been largely overlooked. But John Fisher, confessor to Lady 

Margaret Beaufort, and Stephen Baron, confessor to her son King 

Henry VII, formed a powerful alliance in the last years of Henry VII's 

reign. Fisher, working on the king as much as Lady Margaret, opened 

the floodgates of royal patronage for Cambridge, while the two of 

them cooperated closely to direct the king’s conscience during his 

protracted death bed—thus paving the way, it will be argued, for the 

court coup which destroyed Empson and Dudley and laid the 

foundations for the intensely clericalist regime of the first half of 

Henry VIII’s reign. 

Biographical Note 

Dr David Starkey CBE FSA FRHistS is a British 

constitutional historian and a radio and television 

presenter. He studied at Cambridge University where he 

specialised in Tudor history, writing his thesis on Henry VIII’s 

household. From Cambridge he moved to the London School of 

Economics, where he was a Lecturer in History until 1998. David is a 

well-known radio and television personality, first appearing on 

television in 1977. Recently David has made frequent appearances on 

‘Question Time’, where he has been a controversial figure. He has 

presented a number of history documentaries, has written numerous 

books on the Tudors, and most recently has been lecturing on the 

long-term importance of Magna Carta. 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 6-7pm 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL 
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THE FANTASTIC BEASTS OF THE MEDIEVAL BESTIARY 

 

Medieval bestiaries or books of beasts were ways of exploring 

questions about the natural world and Creation. Animals were 

seen to provide both good and bad examples for humans to 

follow or avoid. The Lion was perceived as the King of Beasts; the 

Wolf as a figure for the Devil; and the Bear as a rough human 

who was far too fond of honey, sleep, and sex. Diane will explore 

the weird and wonderful world of the medieval bestiary, and 

discuss how it was completely different from the 

zoology and natural history of today. 

Bibliographical Note 

Dr Diane Heath is a cultural historian 

specialising in medieval and early modern texts 

and images about animals. Her work has 

concentrated on the medieval bestiary, a book about 

real and fantastic beasts, and the medieval people who used it. In 

addition to her forthcoming book, Reinventing the Animal: The 

Monastic History of the Bestiary, Diane Heath is also editor of a 

series of books Introducing the Medieval Animal. Her wider 

interests span gender, emotions and material culture and she is 

an editor and contributor to Gender: Places, Spaces, and 

Thresholds (London: IHR 2018). 

Date: Saturday 7
th

 April. Time: 6-7pm 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og32 CT1 1PL 
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WHO WAS READING CHAUCER IN MEDIEVAL LONDON? 

 

Drawing on her immense knowledge of the social history of Richard II’s 

London, a turbulent period that witnessed Wat Tyler’s march on the 

city at the head of the rebel ‘army’ but equally a flowering of English 

literature as Chaucer composed the Canterbury Tales, Caroline will 

examine what we know about the men and women who read his 

works in the early years after the great poet’s death. For Chaucer and 

his contemporaries have left us tantalising clues about their reading 

circles in London and Southwark in the 1390s and early fifteenth 

century. This exciting detective story demonstrates that these networks 

extended way beyond the aristocratic circles of the de lux surviving 

manuscripts and brings in what in Tudor times would be called 

members of ‘the middling sort’, men (and perhaps even 

women!) who could read English, who enjoyed story-

telling and who were members of the fraternities linked to 

the city’s craft guilds. 

Biographical Note 

Professor Caroline Barron Emeritus Professor of the 

History of London in the University of London. She taught at Bedford 

College and then at Royal Holloway and Bedford New College. Her 

interests have always centred on the medieval city of London but this 

has led her to investigate the lives of medieval women, religious beliefs 

and practices, and the power struggles between London and the 

Crown (particularly in the reign of Richard II). She has published 

extensively, including her acclaimed London in the Later Middle Ages: 

Government and People 1200-1500 (Oxford University Press, 2004). 

Date: Sunday 8th April. Time 10:30-11:30 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL 
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TALKING HEADS 

 

 

 

 

Jayne Wackett invites you to take a close-up and personal look at 

various objects from the Canterbury Museums and Galleries’ 

collections with the connecting theme of medieval heads. From 

pilgrim badges of St Thomas Becket to floor tiles of royalty, she 

looks into the matter of representation and recognition of real 

and imaginary people in a pre-portrait era. There will also be the 

chance to understand the physical processes involved in the 

manufacture of the items themselves, and the opportunity to try 

your hand at elementary etching. 

Biographical Note 

Dr Jayne Wackett is Visiting Lecturer at the Centre 

for Medieval and Early Modern Studies at the University 

of Kent. She is the historian and librarian to Rochester 

Cathedral and is an art historian specialising in works from the 

medieval period and the Renaissance. Jayne is curator at the Royal 

Cornwall Museum and has lectured in Garden History Design at 

The Eden Project. More recently she has worked on research 

projects examining the wall paintings of Canterbury and 

Rochester cathedrals. Her publications include an appraisal of 

devotional images in the printed liturgy in Reformation England. 

She is currently working on a book about the Westminster Abbey 

Litlyngton Missal. 

Date: Sunday 8th April. Time: 10:30-11:30am  

Location: The Beaney House of Art and Knowledge,  

18 High St, Canterbury CT1 2BD 
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THE CULT OF SAINTS AND THE PULL OF CANTERBURY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this lecture, Janina will explore the power of particular 

early medieval saints’ cults. The importance of Canterbury as 

the archiepiscopal see, the role of St Augustine’s mission, 

and the later transformation of the city will be examined, 

alongside the schools of theology and art that grew up 

around this spiritual centre. 

Biographical Note  

Dr Janina Ramirez is a cultural historian, 

broadcaster and author based at the University 

of Oxford with a passion for communicating 

ideas about the past. As a lecturer and course 

director, she wants to share ideas, information 

and inspiration with every student. And also open up the 

subject to anyone and everyone who cares to listen, through 

the wide reach of television, radio, publications and new 

media. Janina is also an Honorary Visiting Fellow at the 

Department of History of Art at the University of York. 

Date: Sunday 8
th

 April. Time: 12-1pm  

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL 
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BEYOND THE MYSTERIES: THE PLACE OF PERFORMANCE  

IN LATE MEDIEVAL ENGLISH CULTURE 

Performance was ubiquitous in late medieval England, 

permeating virtually every corner of social and cultural life. 

Disguisings, Robin Hood games, the sermon, recitals of the great 

romances, re-enactments of the Visit to the Sepulchre, 

spectacular civic, ecclesiastical and royal processions: all were 

performance acts and all had some role to play in the politics, 

devotion and identity of their specific communities. Clare’s talk 

will think further about the cultural work of performance by 

examining a range of events, such as tournaments, mummings, 

saints’ plays and interludes, between the fourteenth and sixteenth 

centuries. The lecture will consider the available evidence for 

these performances (texts, records, images), their wider 

contexts (spatial, political, festive), and how they 

interacted with, spoke or contributed to the community’s 

particular needs or concerns.  

Biographical Note  

Dr Clare Wright is a Lecturer in Medieval English Literature at 

the University of Kent. Her research focuses on the performance 

culture of late medieval Britain. She is currently working on a 

large-scale collaborative project, ‘Paradigms of Play: 

Conceptualising Early English Performance, c.1400-1600’, and is 

a partner on the on-going Patrons and Performances project, an 

interactive website hosted by the University of Toronto mapping 

the acting troupes, patrons and venues of medieval and early 

modern Britain. In 2013, she founded the Early English Drama 

and Performance Network and is currently Chair of the Medieval 

English Theatre Society. 

Date: Sunday 8
th

 April. Time: 12-1pm 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og32 CT1 1PL 
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PLAGUE PITS: NEW EVIDENCE FOR THE IMPACT 

OF THE BLACK DEATH 

The Black Death killed millions across medieval Europe and Asia, but its 

impact on communities has long been unclear due to a lack of 

contemporary data. Professor Carenza Lewis will talk about her 

innovative ten-year research programme which has involved thousands 

of members of the public in new archaeological excavations in their 

own back gardens, producing finds which reveal exactly where the 

impact of the ensuing demographic crisis was most and least severely 

felt while also developing volunteers’ knowledge, skills and aspirations. 

These outcomes highlight the potential for similar publicly 

engaged research to be carried out anywhere, in the UK, 

Europe, and beyond.  

Biographical Note  

Professor Carenza Lewis is Professor for the Public 

Understanding of Research at the University of Lincoln, 

having previously been director of archaeological outreach at the 

University of Cambridge, TV presenter on Channel 4’s Time Team, and 

investigator with the Royal Commission on Historical 

Monuments. She specialises in medieval rural settlement, the 

archaeology of childhood and community archaeology, and she is 

particularly interested in advancing our understanding of change in 

the past while also achieving wider social benefits by actively involving 

the public in her research.  Her current work is developing new ways 

of reconstructing change in rural settlements. 

Date: Sunday 8
th

 April. Time: 2-3pm 

Location: Old Sessions House, Og46 CT1 1PL 
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THE BLACK PRINCE - HERO OR VILLAIN? 

As a child he was given his own suit of armour; in 1346, at the 

age of sixteen, he helped defeat the French at Crecy; and in 1356 

he captured the King of France at Poitiers. For the chronicler Jean 

Froissart, 'He was the flower of all chivalry'; for the Chandos 

Herald, who fought with him, he was 'the embodiment of all 

valour'. Edward of Woodstock, eldest son and heir of Edward III, 

better known as 'the Black Prince', was England's pre-eminent 

military leader during the first phase of the Hundred Years War 

and his magnificent tomb adorns Canterbury Cathedral. But was 

the Prince truly a hero, or - as some scholars have suggested - a 

villain who besmirched his reputation by committing atrocities 

against the French? Michael Jones draws upon new 

chronicle and archival material to give a fresh 

appraisal of an iconic medieval figure. 

Biographical Note 

Dr Michael Jones is a fellow of the Royal Historical 

Society and member of the British Commission for 

Military History, and works freelance as a writer, tour guide 

and presenter. He has been consultant for a number of TV 

programmes and is author of books on the battles of Agincourt 

and Bosworth, with Philippa Langley, The King's Grave: the 

Search for Richard III, and with Philippa Gregory, The Women of 

the Cousins' War. His most recent work is a biography of the 

Black Prince (published by Head of Zeus in 2017).  

Date: Sunday 8
th

 April. Time: 2-3pm  

Location: Old Sessions House, Og32 CT1 1PL 
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IAN COULSON MEMORIAL 

POSTGRADUATE AWARD FUND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This fund was set up following the success of the Medieval Canterbury 

Weekend in 2016 to aid postgraduates at Canterbury Christ Church 

University who are studying Kent history and/or archaeology. These 

postgraduates are an important and expanding group within the Centre 

for Kent History and Heritage and this Award is a continuing legacy of 

the History Weekends and other events organised by the Centre as our 

way of paying tribute to Ian. To date six postgraduates have benefitted 

from the Award, comprising both Masters and PhD students. At a time 

when it is increasingly difficult to gain government funding, such 

awards are often a lifeline for those wanting to complete higher 

degrees by research. We are very grateful for your 

continued support of this fund. 

This memorial is wholly appropriate to bear 

Ian’s name, as his untimely death in December 2015 

robbed Kent of a colossus in education. For Ian 

wanted to share his passion for history and 

archaeology with everyone he met, and he came in 

contact with many people both as a teacher and an 

education advisor. Furthermore, he was a member 

of several high-profile projects, including the Dover 

Bronze Age Boat and ‘A Town Unearthed’, a 

Heritage Lottery funded project involving Canterbury 

Christ Church University, Canterbury Archaeological 

Trust, and most importantly the people of 

Folkestone. Ian was also involved from an early 

stage in the Kent History Project, becoming General 

Editor in 2001. This project comprises ten volumes 

covering the county’s past from prehistory to the 

twentieth century and is invaluable for anyone 

studying Kent’s development. 

Ian was President of Kent Archaeological Society (KAS) at the 

time of his death, and he saw the Canterbury History Weekends as 

something that should be supported. It is difficult to sum up Ian’s 

approach but his enthusiastic engagement and his desire to teach well-

researched history by explaining the complex simply without losing 

either the audience or the subtlety of the topic were his hallmarks. He 

continues to be sorely missed. 

 



FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

Tudor and Stuart Canterbury Conference 

Saturday 12
th

 May 2018, 09.00-17.00: Old Sessions House CT1 1PL  

The annual Kent History Federation Conference is hosted this year  

by the Centre for Kent History and Heritage. Talks in the morning  

are followed by walks in the afternoon. 

Tickets £17.50 + £10 lunch. Booking form via: 

www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/events/events-list.aspx 

Maritime Kent Through the Ages Lecture and Conference 

Friday 22
nd

June 2018, 19.00: Old Sessions House CT1 1PL  

Richard Holdsworth MBE (Chatham Historic Dockyard)  

Free public lecture with wine reception at 18.30  

One Day Conference with four plenary sessions 

Saturday 23
rd

 June 2018: 10.00am - 5.00pm 

Tickets for Saturday available from: 

artsandculture@canterbury.ac.uk, or please call: 01227 782994  

Tickets for Saturday cost £18 (£16 KAS) or £10 (CCCU students).  

 

Seventh Annual Nightingale Lecture 

Tuesday 25
th

 September 2018, time and venue to be confirmed 

Professor Peter Vujkovic  

‘The map as biography: maps, memory and the Kent landscape’ 

Hosted jointly by the Agricultural Museum Brook and the  

Centre for Kent History & Heritage 

Free lecture with closing collection for the Agricultural Museum 

Michael Wood Lecture 

Tuesday 30
th 

October 2018, time and venue to be confirmed 

Professor Michael Wood  

will speak about the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms and the Canterbury School. 

Tickets will be available in September 2018 

Canterbury History Weekend: Tudors and Stuarts 

Friday 12
th

 to Sunday 14
th

 April 2019 

In aid of the Ian Coulson Memorial Postgraduate Award Fund for Kent History  

Booking from 1
st

 September 2018 



 Canterbury Archaeology Trust 

 

 

The Canterbury Archaeological Trust was formed in 1976 to undertake excavations, 

research, publication and the presentation of the results of its work to the public. A 

registered charity, it employs a team of highly qualified and experienced field 

archaeologists and specialists and is one of the foremost archaeological units in the 

country. Funded almost entirely through its commercial activities, research, 

education and publication remain at the heart of the Trust’s activities. 

 

The Trust is supported by the Friends, who were founded in 1984 and whose membership now 

approaches 400. Friends’ support is provided principally through financial grants and volunteering. 

Each year the Friends make grants totalling thousands of pounds to the Trust to support its projects 

and provides bursaries to staff to assist with professional development. 

 

What are the benefits of joining the Friends? 

• The satisfaction of supporting one of UK’s foremost archaeological units 

• Receive Canterbury’s Archaeology, the full colour review of the Trust’s work, free each year 

• Receive three newsletters a year updating you on Trust activities, related topics and Friends events 

• Enjoy access to the Trust’s library (by appointment) 

• Purchase Trust publications at a concessionary rate 

• Participate in courses and training excavations organised by the Trust at a concessionary rate 

• Attend public talks at a concessionary rate (young people and full-time students are welcome to 

attend without charge) 

• Receive up to date information on events and activities related to the heritage of Canterbury and its 

region 

• Enjoy ‘household’ membership which allows family-wide participation 

• ... and opportunities for volunteering 

 

How do I join? 

Contact the FCAT Membership Secretary, c/o Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 92a Broad Street, 

Canterbury CT1 2LU or call 01227 462062 or email: memsecFCAT@canterburytrust.co.uk 

We ask for an annual donation of £20 (more if possible!). This covers either an individual or a household 

based on one address. Communication to a household will be to a named individual and each household 

will receive one copy of each newsletter and Annual Review. Other members of the household will be 

eligible for concessionary rates for talks and other purposes advertised from time to time. If you are a full-

time student or in receipt of JSA or ESA we suggest an annual donation of £10 for individual 

membership. 

  



  




