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What is your current research project?  
 

I am currently at work on a new book, New Media and the Rise 

of the Popular Woman Writer, 1820–60. This study links the rise 

of the Victorian woman author to the revolution in print that 

occurred in the early nineteenth century. The invention of 

steam printing, the elimination of the taxes on print, the 

extension of rail networks, and the rise in literacy rates 

produced a robust media ecology that opened up new 

opportunities for women writers. The emergence of new media 

formats—the cheap newspaper, the family magazine and the 

illustrated periodical—provided openings for women to publish 

short poems, sketches, paragraphs and columns, the kind of 

brief content that suited the busy modern reader. The practice 

of reprinting associated with new media formats enabled 

women to see their work go “viral”—both at home and abroad—

as never before. The rise of new media of course also presented 

new barriers to women’s expression. Various forms of gender-

trolling imposed narrow definitions of proper femininity and 

sidelined mass-media women authors in the emerging canon of 

British literature. Writers who feature prominently in the study 

are Felicia Hemans, George Eliot, Charlotte Brontë, Eliza Cook and 

Frances Browne. Throughout my investigation of their careers I 

plan to draw connections between Victorian and twenty-first-

century new media. 

 

What would be your dream research project?  
 

I would like to write a biography of Eliza Cook. She was a 

foundational figure in the history of Victorian women’s writing 

who worked as a poet, journalist, and editor. She cross-dressed, 

had a much-publicized romantic friendship with an American 

actress, and founded her own journal. She was a free spirit who 

loved American slang and had a wonderful sense of humor. It 

would be a joy to research her life, and publishing a biography 

would also enable me to reach a broader audience than is 

possible with scholarly writing. I would also enjoy the challenge 

of writing an engaging, chronological narrative that does justice 

to the many cliff-hangers and mysteries in Cook’s life. 

Critical sources you can’t live without? 
 

There are four books that I turn to again and again: Margaret 

Beetham’s A Magazine of Her Own?, Kathryn Ledbetter’s British 

Victorian Women’s Periodicals, Richard Altick’s The English 

Common Reader, and Gerry Beegan’s The Mass Image. I recently 

had to replace the Beetham and Altick books because they fell 

apart from constant use! My current obsessions are Meredith L. 

McGill’s American Literature and the Culture of Reprinting, Ellen 

Gruber Garvey’s Writing with Scissors, and Victoria Alfano and 

Andrew Stauffer’s edited collection Virtual Victorians. I admire 

work that operates at the intersection of gender studies, media 

history and Victorian literature. 

 

What is your favourite work by a Victorian female writer? 
  

When I read George Eliot's Middlemarch for the first time, it was 

a revelation. Here was a novel that redefined heroism in radical 

terms: an idealistic, ambitious heroine, Dorothea Brooke, battles 

against a cynical, mediocre society. In the end, her kindness and 

empathy transform the lives of those around her. The novel's 

brilliant final line drives its message home: "The effect of her 

being on those around her was incalculably diffusive: for the 

growing good of the world is partly dependent on unhistoric 

acts; and that things are not so ill with you and me as they might 

have been, is half owing to the number who lived faithfully a 

hidden life, and rest in unvisited tombs." This line led me to 

reconsider what it means to lead an exemplary life. 

 

If you could have three Victorians round for dinner, who would 

you have, and why? 
 

I would have to choose Eliza Cook, George Eliot and Harriet 

Martineau. These writers have stimulated my writing and 

imagination for years; I can’t stop writing about them! The more 

research I do, the more intriguing detail I discover. I would love 

to ask them about their experiences working in a society that 

denied them political representation, higher education, and 

subjected them to constant gender discrimination.   

 



 

May 2019 

Fri 17 May Escaping the Doll’s House: Women, the Arts, War and 
Work 1910-1920 

Women’s Library, London 

Mon 20-Fri 24 May IES Nineteenth Century Study Week Institute of English Studies, London 

Thurs 30- Fri 31 May Vernon Lee 2019: An Anniversary Conference British Institute of Florence, Italy 

June 2019 

Thurs 6-Sun 9 Jun Virginia Woolf and Social Injustice International 
Conference 

Mount St. Joseph University, OH, USA 

Fri 7 Jun Industrial Labour & Literary Culture in the Long 
Nineteenth Century 

The Finnish Labour Museum Werstas, Tampere, Finland 

Fri 7 Jun Women & the Family in Ireland, 1550-1950 University of Hertfordshire 

Thurs 20 Jun Navigating the Nineteenth-Century Institution University of Leicester 

Sat 22 Jun Women in Library and Information History The John Rylands Library, Manchester 

Weds 26 Jun A Space of their Own: Women, Writing and Place, 1850-
1950 

University Centre Shrewsbury 

July 2019 

Tues 2-Weds 3 July Elizabeth von Arnim - Identities 
 

Université de Toulon, France 

Mon 8-Weds 10 July Mind, Matter(s), Spirit: Forms of Knowledge in Victorian 
Popular Fiction and Culture 

University of Greenwich 

Weds 17 July  Victorian Villains and Victims Centre for Nineteenth Century Studies, University of Hull 

Tues 23 July Narratives of Ageing in the Nineteenth Century University of Lincoln 

September 2019 

Fri 6 Sept Goodness, Truth and Beauty in the Work of John Ruskin 
and his Contemporaries 
 

Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge 

 

Publication/Conference Theme Deadline Information/Contact 

Victorians Journal 
(Winter 2019) 

Celebrating significant figures in the long-nineteenth 
century, 1819-1919 

01/07/2019 7500-9000 words. Queries to: 
deborah.logan@wku.edu 

Victorians Journal 
(2020 Special) 

Ann Brontë Bicentenary 01/03/2020 7500-9000 words. Queries/subs to: 
deborah.logan@wku.edu 

Romance, Revolution 
& Reform Journal 

Call for reviewers (enthusiastic academics and 
postgraduates working on long-nineteenth century) 

n/a Contact Katie Holdway at: 
rrr@soton.ac.uk 
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