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What’s special about Canterbury Christ Church University?

As you would expect of an 
academic programme at this level, 
Canterbury Christ Church University 
boasts experienced teaching staff, a 
reputation for academic excellence, 
and a balance of theory and 
practice – plus a keen interest  in 
applications in the real world of ELT.  

We also pride ourselves on a warm, 
welcoming atmosphere, a strong 
international community spirit, and 
commitment to involving students in the 
development of the programme.

Thanks to input from students, we offer 
a programme with routes designed 
both for students with and for students 
without previous teaching experience, 
and a course of supervised Teaching 
Practice for all students who want it.  
With this  included in your programme,  

you will graduate as TEFL-initiated or 
TEFL-qualified, according to British 
Council criteria, further enhancing your 
value to future employers.

If you are already TEFL-Qualified (with 
a Cambridge DELTA or equivalent), 
you may apply for exemptions from 3 
modules.  Typically, this allows  you a 
‘fast-track’ programme,  beginning your 
studies  in November instead  
of September.

From observation of experienced teachers 
in the classroom to programme-specific 
research training, you will be given the 
support you need, including the 
university’s free, dedicated Student 
Support Service to develop your 
academic English.

What will I study

How will I be assessed? How do I apply?

The programme is in two stages.
In Stage 1 (Diploma TESOL), the 
core modules are:

• ELT Fundamentals (‘non-experience’
route)

• ELT Methodology and Classroom
Investigation

• Language Systems and Appropriate
Pedagogy

• Second Language Learning

• Course Design and Assessment

• Teaching Practice or Practical Project

• Research Methods in TESOL

• The Elective module:

Depending on student demand:

- Young Learners

- Cultural Issues

- Drama in ELT

- Using Technology in the ELT Classroom

- Materials and Task Design

- English for Academic Purposes

Stage 2 converts your Diploma 
TESOL to an MA TESOL.  Here, with 
the support and guidance of an 
individual supervisor, you write 
a Dissertation on a topic of your 
choice in the field of TESOL.

Assessment is by coursework: 
essays, reports, portfolios, 
oral presentations, supervised 
teaching practice and the final 
15-18,000–word Dissertation.
There are no examinations.

Applicants are expected to have a 
relevant Bachelor’s degree at 2:2 or 
above.  

In addition, for the ‘non- experience’ route 
you will need proven language learning 
ability; for the ‘experience’ route you will 
need at least one year’s classroom teaching 
experience.  

For both routes, if your mother tongue 
is not English we require IELTS 6.5 or 
equivalent – or, if your English is not quite 
at this level, our Pre-sessional programme 
is available to give you the help you need.

For more information about the 
programme and how to apply, we 
will be delighted to hear from you at: 

E:language.studies@canterbury.ac.uk 
T: +44 (0)1227 782585.
W: canterbury.ac.uk/tesol

‘

‘

Studying on this MA 
has opened doors 
which have enabled 
me to work in the 
UK and experience 
different styles of 
teaching English.
Veronica, Mexico

The curriculum is a good 
balance of theory and 
practice… the focus 
is on not only 
understanding theories 
behind teaching, but 
there is plenty of course 
content about actual 
teaching practices also.
Dr Nigel Harwood,  
External Examiner



What will an MA TESOL do for me?

Why Canterbury?

As the generally accepted highest 
academic degree in the field, an 
MA TESOL demonstrates knowledge 
and understanding of English 
language teaching, a familiarity 
with a range of relevant literature 
and an ability to research and to 
present ideas on related subjects.

Participating in the programme means 
becoming part of an established 
professional community, reflecting 

on and sharing your experience and 
developing expertise.

With an MA TESOL, your career prospects 
are enhanced, with paths into senior, 
advisory, management and leadership 
positions, materials and examination 
writing, course design, ELT publishing, 
assessment, teacher training and 
academic research.

Named ‘Best City in the UK for 
Students’ (Independent newspaper, 
2015), with three World Heritage 
sites, and a thriving multicultural 
community, and as one of the 
UK’s safest and most beautiful 
and historically significant cities, 

Canterbury is an ideal place to live 
and to study.  

We’re also just a short train journey from 
London, and ideally placed for trips to 
the seaside, or to Paris, Amsterdam or 
Brussels.


