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1. 	Introduction

1.1 Accidents involving gas cylinders can cause serious injury or even death. This Policy, and the Procedural Documentation issues to support it, has the aim of eliminating or reducing the risks associated with using gas cylinders.

1.2 The legal term that covers gas cylinders is ‘pressure receptacle’. This generic term covers many different types of pressure receptacle including pressure drums and cryogenic receptacles. However, for the purpose of this Policy, the term ‘gas cylinder’ will mean all these various types of pressure vessel which may be kept in the University.

2. 	Storage of Gas Cylinders

2.3	All cylinders must be stored in an area designated for storage. Full and empty cylinders should be segregated.

2.4	Cylinders must be properly supported at all times. Freestanding cylinders should not be permitted. 

2.5	Only the minimum number of gas cylinders commensurate with the number in use should be permitted. Cylinders not in use should be stored in the designated storage area. 

3. 	Training

3.1 	Anyone who examines, fills or uses a gas cylinder should be suitably trained and have the necessary skills to carry out their job safely and they should be aware of the risks associated with the gas cylinder and its contents.

3.2	Heads of department are to ensure all new employees required to work with compressed gas cylinders receive adequate training and are closely supervised. The necessity for training will be identified during the risk assessment process.

3.3	All personnel involved with the handling of compressed gas cylinders are to receive manual handling training.  

3.4	Specific training for personnel involved with the changing of compressed gas cylinders and/or regulators are to receive the appropriate training.  

3.5	The University Health and Safety Advisor will co-ordinate the provision of training requirements.

4. 	Labelling and Storage of Compressed Gas Cylinders

4.1. 	All compressed gas cylinders supplied to the University are to conform to BS EN 1089-3 which governs the colour coding of all compressed gas cylinders

4.2	All gas cylinders must be clearly marked to show what they contain and the hazards associated with their contents. 

4.3	Those responsible for compressed gas cylinders are to observe the criteria approved by the University in the Procedures for storing compressed gases. 

5. 	Compressed Gas Monitoring

5.2	The University Health and Safety Advisor will monitor compressed gas installations and storage facilities to ensure all safety precautions are being observed and compressed gas cylinder records maintained.  An annual report will be presented to the Responsible Persons Group on the monitoring.

6.	Register and Recording 

6.1 A register of all gas cylinders, including LPG, is maintained by the University Health and Safety Advisor. 

6.2 The University Health and Safety Advisor will circulate the list to those on the register annually to ensure the information is up to date. A copy of the register will be available on the Health and Safety Website.

6.3 The University Health and Safety Advisor must be informed of any additional compressed gas or LPG bottles being located on University premises.  Additions will be included in the Compressed Gas Register accordingly.

6.4 The University Fire Safety Advisor will include the location of compressed gas and LPG storage facilities on all University fire plans.  

7.	Approval 

7.1 	The Health and Safety Committee approved this Policy Statement on 27 January 2011 for a period of three years 
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