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Abstract
This paper describes and analyses a fashion show carried out by London primary school girls at their after-school club. I argue that through their participation in this and other gender-specific activities at school, the girls are developing expertise and habitual tendencies towards particular ways of relating, as well as responding to and intensifying their preoccupations with particular values. In the case of fashion shows, they are becoming expert at competitively evaluating one another on the basis of the values of attractiveness, style and deportment. Yet while this suggests conformity with typical feminine values, the ethnography reveals that some girls are resisting these values by producing humorous performances on the catwalk. I analyse these differences in terms of Bakhtin’s centripetal and centrifugal aspects of communicative practices, but go on to show that if we really want to understand why particular girls confirm while others resist, we must grapple with the girls’ relations with one another, and in particular the complex ways in which popularity and competence in the fashion show are mutually specifying.

