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UNDERGRADUATE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
1 University entrants must fulfil the minimum entry requirements outlined below. 

The University may set entrance requirements at a level above the minimum for 
a particular programme.  

 
2 The University encourages and welcomes applications from all students able to 

benefit from the programmes offered. The University considers applications 
individually, paying great attention to the personal statement and the reference 
provided in addition to taking into account academic qualifications.  

 
3 The University will make offers based on the UCAS tariff scheme (where 

appropriate). Normally, offers are made in terms of grades rather than points. 
Grades declared following modular examinations for AS levels assist the 
University in framing conditional offers, but the University will not discriminate 
against students taking linear assessment.  

 
4 The University welcomes evidence of achievements in respect of key skills but 

candidates will not normally be required to have these qualifications. 
Consequently, those candidates who have not had the opportunity to take a 
recognised qualification in key skills will not be disadvantaged in terms of their 
application.  

 
5 O-levels sat in, or after, summer 1975 must be at grade C or above. CSE Grade 

1 is accepted as equivalent to GCSE at grade C.  
 
6 Programmes requiring a specific subject to have been studied as a prerequisite 

will set this out in the validation document for the programme. Any such 
prerequisite must have the prior agreement of the Director of Admissions and 
Recruitment before inclusion in the validation document.  

 
A-Level and Advanced Vocational Certificate of Education (AVCE) (from 2002)  
 
7 For entry to most University degree programmes, it is expected that applicants 

will have demonstrated depth by taking at least twelve AVCE units of study to 
full Advanced Level standard. For those following AVCE or A-levels the 
minimum standard offers will be:  

 
Grade C or above in two A2 level qualifications  
Grade C or above in an A2 level and a six unit AVCE programme  
Grade C or above in a 12 unit AVCE  
Grade C or above in two six unit AVCEs  

 
8 Although welcomed, Key Skills qualifications are not a prerequisite.  
 



A-Level (obtained up to and including 2001) 
 
9 The University normally requires two passes at GCE A-level and a minimum of 

three GCSE/O-level passes at grade C or above.  
 
AGNVQ 
 
10 Students should normally achieve an overall merit in an Advanced General 

National Vocational Qualification or NVQ level three and a pass in Use of 
English or English Language at GCSE/O-level grade C or above.  

 
BTEC (obtained in 2003 or before) 
 
11 Students should normally achieve merits in all second year units of their BTEC 

National Diploma, (ND) and a pass in Use of English or English Language at 
GCSE/O-level grade C or above.  

 
New BTEC Qualifications 
 
12 Applicants with a 12 unit BTEC National Certificate should normally achieve an 

MM grade. Those taking the 18 unit National Diploma should normally achieve 
an MPP grade. 

 
Scottish Highers 
 
13 Students should normally achieve four Scottish Highers at grade C or above and 

a pass in English Language at GCSE/ O-level grade C or above, or four Highers 
at C or above and two passes at Ordinary grade, one of which must be English 
Language.  

 
Irish Highers 
 
14 Students should normally achieve five Irish Highers at honours (C or above) and 

two subjects at ordinary grade in one sitting.  
 
International Baccalaureate 
 
15 The normal requirement is at least 24 points, providing the applicant has 

reached a satisfactory level of English.  
 
Access Courses 
 
16 A pass in a kitemarked access course is accepted from applicants.  
 
17 Students without previous qualifications may be accepted in special 

circumstances subject to interview.  
 
Non-UK Qualifications  
 
18 The University accepts non-UK qualifications equivalent to GCE A-levels, GCSEs 

and the others mentioned above.  
 



19 All international applicants need to have a level of English of 6.0 IELTS or 
equivalent; common international English examinations considered as 
equivalent are TOEFL CBT 213; TOEFL PBT 520; Cambridge Advanced A or B 
grade; TOEIC 700.  

 
Assessment of Previously Certificated learning (APCL) and the Assessment of 
Experiential Learning (APEL) 
 
20 Under normal circumstances, students may claim APCL or APEL up to a 

maximum of 50% of the total credit points required for an award, normally for 
learning that has occurred during the previous five years.  

 
21 APCL relies solely on the provision of evidence of learning by way of 

certification from another university or college. Applicants will need to provide 
appropriate documentation including certificates and details of the awarding 
body.  

 
Direct Admission to Level Two or Three  
 
22 The University will consider applications to Level Two or Three from suitably 

qualified applicants.  
 
23 Applicants need to have passed the appropriate number and level of credits for 

entry to the level of study at the University, together with modules or courses 
relevant for entry to the programme.  

 
Admission to Diploma and Certificate of Higher Education 
 
24 The criterion for admission to Diploma and Certificate of Higher Education 

programmes is normally a minimum of one ‘A’ Level or equivalent. 
 
25 Precise details of any additional entry requirements, where they exist, for Dip HE 

programmes are set out in programme validations.  
 
Foundation Degrees  
 
26 Generally, applicants will be required to have one of the following:  

 
o A-Level and Advanced Vocational Certificate of Education (AVCE) – 

Curriculum 2000: For those following AVCE or A-levels, the minimum 
standard offers will be: Grade C or above in an A2 level qualification 

o Grade C or above in a six unit AVCE programme  
o One A-level or two AS-levels (obtained up to and including 2001) plus 

four GCSE passes, all at grade C or above 
o BTEC National Certificate or Diploma in a relevant area  
o GNVQ Advanced pass in a relevant area  
o A relevant access qualification  
o A qualification equivalent to one of the above  
 

27 Students without previous qualifications may be accepted, in special 
circumstances, subject to interview.  

 



APPROVAL 
 
28 The Vice Chancellor and Principal approved the Undergraduate Entry 

Requirements as part of the Undergraduate Academic Framework, on behalf of 
the Academic Board, on 4 April 2006.   

 
29 The Undergraduate Entry Requirements were amended by the Academic Board 

on 4 July 2007.  
 
 
Amendments 
 
Date Nature of Change 
  
4 July 2007 Amended to reflect the requirements of the Employment Equality 

(Age) Regulations 2006: deletion and amendment of paragraphs 
referring to age of applicants 
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