CANTERBURY CHRIST CHURCH UNIVERSITY

UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC FRAMEWORK

CONVENTIONS 
INTRODUCTION

1 These conventions are to be read in conjunction with the Undergraduate Academic Framework (‘the Framework’) and, where appropriate, the Protocols Relating to the General Modular Scheme (‘the Scheme’) of Canterbury Christ Church University (‘the University’). 

2 The purpose of the conventions is to identify specific requirements within named programmes within the Scheme.
3 The Conventions have the same status as the Framework and the Protocols. In the event of a conflict in interpretation, the Conventions take precedence. 
4 The Conventions relate to the following programmes:

· LLB (Hons) Bachelor Of Law 
· Combined Honours Legal Studies

5 The Joint Academic Stage Board of the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) and the Bar Standards Board granted Qualifying Law Degree (QLD) status both these awards, subject to some additional conventions being applied.  
6 The Conventions specify the additional requirements for the awards listed in paragraph 4. to have Qualifying Law Degree (QLD) status.  These Conventions apply to students enrolling from September 2008 onwards.  These Conventions may be subject to change by the Academic Board based on the recommendations of the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) and the Bar Standards Board.  
7 Students undertaking the non-qualifying LLB and Combined Honours Legal Studies programmes may also be subject to the Conventions during their studies if they decide to, or are required to, transfer from a QLD pathway to a non-QLD pathway.
8 Intermediate awards such as the Certificate in Higher Education and the Diploma in Higher Education as well as the Ordinary degree do not have QLD status.

9 The Conventions are based on the following documents

(i) 'A Joint Statement issued by the Law Society and the General Council of the Bar on the Completion of the Initial or Academic Stage of Training by Obtaining and Undergraduate Degree (2002)', which is available at
http://www.sra.org.uk/documents/students/academic-stage/academicjointstate.pdf 
(ii) 'Completing the academic stage of training.  Guidance for providers of recognised law programmes (2008)', available at
http://www.sra.org.uk/documents/students/academic-stage/academicstageguide.pdf
(iii) 'Assessment requirements for the qualifying law degree and the Common Professional Examination/Graduate Diploma in Law (2007)'.  This is a consultation document prepared by the Joint Academic Stage Board (JASB)
NOTATION
10 The collection of law-related modules approved in the validation document of March 2008 will be called the ‘Law Framework of Modules’ (LFM).

SUMMARY OF THE VARIATIONS FROM THE UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC FRAMEWORK 
11 The Conventions include additional requirements for 
a. passing modules and the number of allowed sit/re-sit/repeat opportunities.
b. passing law-related modules to the value of 240 credits.
12 Under the UAF the maximum number of credits that a Combined Honours students may take on the Legal Studies ‘half’ of the degree is 220 comprising 60 credits at Level 1 and 80 credits at both Level 2 and Level 3. The Conventions require students to study an additional 20 credits at Level 1 resulting in the completion of 140 credits rather than the 120 credits.

GENERAL CRITERIA FOR QLD AWARDS
13 To gain QLD status students must pass law-related modules to the value of not less than 240 credits in topic areas specified by the professional bodies.  These must include modules to the value of 180 credits drawn from what is termed the 'Foundations of Legal Knowledge' (FLK): see section 16 below.
14 Students must also receive training in Legal Research which need not be part of the core 240 credits.  The LLB students cover Legal Research principles in an additional module 'Methods of Inquiry' whilst the Combined Honours students cover these principles in the module 'Overview of Justice' which is within the core 240 credits.

15 The University must report to the bodies which regulate the legal profession (the Solicitors Regulation Authority and the Bar Standards Board) any case where a student is found guilty of plagiarism regardless of whether the offence is minor or serious.  A student found guilty of plagiarism will not be able to enrol with the professional bodies regardless of having met the academic requirements of a QLD.

THE FLK MODULES
16 The following modules must be taken, and passed, by both Combined Honours Legal Studies students and by Single Honours LLB students.

Level 1

· Criminal Law (20 credits)

· Law of Contract (20 credits)

Level 2
· Public Law (20 credits)

· Law of Torts (20 credits)

· Property Law (20 credits)

· Theory of Dispute Resolution (20 credits)

Level 3
· Law and Politics of the European Union (20 credits )

· Equity and Trusts (20 credits)

The following module must be taken, and passed, by Combined Honours Legal Studies students only.

Level 1

· The Individual in Relation to Crime and Justice (20 credits)

The following module must be taken, and passed, by Single Honours LLB students only.

Level 1

· English Legal System (20 credits)

ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR FLK MODULES
17 These assessment criteria apply to all modules belonging to the FLK.

i. A student must achieve a mark of 40% or above in each element of assessment.
ii. A student who fails an assessment and/or a module will have two more opportunities to retrieve the fail, even if the student repeats a Level of study.
18 For the QLD, there will be no condoning of a failure of Foundation of Legal Knowledge module.
19 The University may award a non-qualifying law degree to a student who has not met the above criteria., but meets the requirements of the UAF 
CONDONATION OF MARGINALLY FAILED MODULES BY THE SOLICITORS REGULATION AUTHORITY OR THE BAR STANDARDS BOARD
20 Exceptionally, where a graduate has been awarded a Law Degree by the University but has marginally failed one, of the Foundations of Legal Knowledge modules, the Board of Examiners, at the request of the graduate, may ask the Solicitors Regulation Authority or the Bar Standards Board to condone such a single failure and confirm the award of a Qualifying Law Degree.  The Board of Examiners must be able to support unequivocally such application 

21 For the purpose of this exception, a student is regarded as having marginally failed a Foundation of Legal Knowledge module where the mark obtained for all assignments is within 5% of the Qualifying Law Degree pass mark of 40% - i.e. 35% or above.

22 This exceptional condonation will only be considered by the Solicitors Regulation Authority or the Bar Standards Board at the request of the Board of Examiners and not on the basis of an individual request from the student, 
23 The Board of Examiners will not entertain any such a request 
a. where a student has had the possibility of re-sitting or resubmitting a failed assessment and has not done so  or
b. where a student has not only marginally failed a Foundation of Legal Knowledge module, but has also failed one or more other module(s) comprising he degree.

CONCESSIONS CASES
24 If a student who has been awarded a law degree was unable to take a module from the FLK because of serious illness, bereavement or other substantial cause, the Solicitors Regulation Authority has the discretion to deem the student to have passed the module(s) and, thus, to deem their degree a qualifying law degree.  This discretion is exercised in very exceptional circumstances and requires the support of the Board of Examiners of the the University. 

25 Any request for the Solicitors Regulation Authority to award a deemed pass must be submitted to the Society in a formal written application by the Board of Examiners on behalf of the student.  The application must include the relevant minute of the decision of the Board of Examiners that awarded the student’s degree, along with a full transcript of the student’s results for the complete programme.  The application must include an unequivocal statement by the Board of Examiners supporting the deemed pass(es) requested.

TIME LIMITS FOR QUALIFYING LAW DEGREES
26 A full time degree must be completed in no less than three years and no more than four years.

27 A part time degree must be completed in no less than four years and in no more than six years.

28 If a student changes from full-time study mode to part-time study mode or vice versa, the maximum period permitted for completion of the degree is normally six years.

29 If a degree is not completed in a period that falls within the ranges specified above then it is very unlikely to be recognised by the SRA as a qualifying law degree.  The Board of Examiners can refer exceptional cases to the SRA, with full supporting evidence.
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LLB STUDENTS WISHING TO GAIN QLD STATUS
30 LLB students must also pass the Level 1 research skills module 'Methods of Inquiry' (as indicated in section 11 above) and also pass the 20-credit dissertation module at Level 3, i.e. 'Individual Study 1'. 
31 LLB students must also pass at least a further 40 credits of modules from the LFM in order to pass the relevant 240 credits. 
SUMMARY OF MODULES THAT HAVE TO BE TAKEN AND PASSED
Combined Honours (Legal Studies)
32 In the following the symbol ( is used to indicate that the module belongs to the Foundation of Legal Knowledge (FLK) and is thus subject to additional conventions outlined in Section 13.

Level 1

Combined Honours students have to study and pass the following modules, which are the modules offered to students on a non-QLD pathway.

· Criminal Law (20 credits)  (
· Overview of Justice (20 credits)
· The individual in relation to Crime and Justice (20 credits)  (
In addition, they must study and pass the module

· Law of Contract (20 credits)  (
Consequences

1. Students will need to study, and pass, 80 credits of law-related modules at Level 1.

2. If after exhausting the re-sit opportunities a student does not pass all four of these modules but does satisfy the general GMS requirements to progress to Level 2 then they can continue their studies on a Combined Honours degree which will not have QLD status.
3. Aside: students who wish to progress to Level 2 for a non-QLD award need to gain an overall average of 40% in modules excluding 'Law of contract'.

Level 2

Combined Honours students have to study and pass the following four modules.

· Public Law (20 credits)  (
· Law of Torts (20 credits)  (
· Property Law (20 credits)  (
· Theory of Dispute Resolution (20 credits)  (
Consequences

1. If after exhausting the re-sit opportunities a student does not pass all four of these modules but does satisfy the general GMS requirements to progress to Level 3 then they can continue their studies on a Combined Honours degree which will not have QLD status.

2. These Combined Honours students cannot take a starred module.

Level 3
Combined Honours students have to study and pass the following four modules.

· Law and Politics of the European Union (20 credits )  (
· Equity and Trusts (20 credits)  ( 
· Individual Study 1 (20 credits) 

· International Law and Human Rights (20 credits)

Consequences

1. If after exhausting the re-sit opportunities a student does not pass all four of these modules but does satisfy the general GMS requirements for a degree then that degree will not confer QLD status.

2. These Combined Honours cannot take a starred module.
3. A student has failed only one of the two FLK modules but has satisfied the University's requirements for the award of a degree may, at the discretion of the Board of Examiners, re-sit this module in order to gain QLD status.  However, any additional marks awarded for the re-sit will not be used to improve the degree classification.

Single Honours (LLB)

33 In the following the symbol ( is used to indicate that the module belongs to the Foundation of Legal Knowledge (FLK) and is thus subject to additional conventions outlined in Section 14.

Level 1

LLB students have to study and pass the following four modules.

· Criminal Law (20 credits)  (
· English Legal System (20 credits) (
· Law of Contract (20 credits)  (
· Methods of Inquiry (20 credits) 
Information: Critical Approaches to Law (20 credits) is also a core module.

The remaining 20 credits at Level 1 can be selected from the Law Framework of Modules (LFM), as listed in the Validation document, or from the list of ‘Starred Modules’
Consequences

1. If after all re-sit opportunities have been exhausted a student who has not passed all four of the modules listed above can continue to study for a non-qualifying LLB providing they have satisfied the general requirements to progress to Level 2.

Level 2

LLB students have to study and pass the following four modules.

· Public Law (20 credits)  (
· Law of Torts (20 credits)  (
· Property Law (20 credits)  (
· Theory of Dispute Resolution (20 credits)  (
Consequences

1. If after all the re-sit opportunities have been exhausted a student has not passed all of these modules, but has satisfied the general requirements to progress to Level 3, then he/she can continue their studies on a non-qualifying LLB degree.

Level 3
LLB students have to study and pass the following modules.

· Law and Politics of the European Union (20 credits )  (
· Equity and Trusts (20 credits)  ( 
· Individual Study 1 (20 credits) 

Consequences

1. If, after the appropriate number of re-sits a student does not pass all three of these modules but still satisfies the general requirements for a degree can be awarded a non-qualifying LLB.

2. If a student has failed only one of the two FLK modules but has satisfied the University's requirements for the award of a degree may, at the discretion of the Board of Examiners, re-sit this module in order to gain QLD status.  However, any additional marks awarded for the re-sit will not be used to improve the degree classification.

International Law and Human Rights (20 credits) is also a core module.
Ordinary Degree

34 For a student following the LL.B an ordinary degree will be denoted by B.A./ B.Sc. Law.  This degree will not have QLD status.

EVIDENCE OF HAVING OBTAINED A QLD
35 The University will specify in the student’s transcript whether the student has met the criteria to obtain a QLD.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE CONVENTIONS

36 The University recognises there may be a need to modify the Conventions over time, due to both internal and external developments, including change of specified programmes and modules. When a modification is required to the Conventions, the Director of Academic Frameworks will propose such amendments to the Quality and Standards Committee, together with a statement as to the implications of, and the means of implementing, the change. The Quality and Standards Committee will make recommendations to the Academic Board, which will have the authority to make changes to the Conventions.

37 The Conventions will be subject to periodic review every five years by the Director of Academic Frameworks, who will present the findings to the Quality and Standards Committee. 

APPROVAL

38 The Vice Chancellor and Principal approved these Conventions as part of the Undergraduate Academic Framework, on behalf of the Academic Board, on 10 December 2008. 
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