
 

Updates in the University Plagiarism Policy from September 2015 

Following a review and consultation with staff, the University Academic Board has approved a revised 

set of policy and procedures in relation to plagiarism for implementation from September 2015 for all 

students
1

. The full policy and a summary of the revised procedures can be found on the University 

Learning, Teaching and Enhancement webpages here. The detailed procedures will be found in the 

revised Assessment Procedures Manual for 2015-2016 from September 2015.  

Some of the key changes and points of clarification are as follows:  

1. New Introductory Stage (replacing Stage 0): Previously Stage 0 was available only to Level 4 

students for a maximum of two occasions. Stage 0 has now been replaced by an Introductory 

Stage which is available for a maximum of ONE occasion to all students (regardless of level) 

ONLY in their first year at CCCU (see special note below). As with the previous stage 0, the 

Introductory Stage outcomes will not normally incur a penalty. However, the Introductory Stage 

will be conducted under the same parameters as Stage 1, including appropriate externality and 

oversight. It will be possible to refer cases of serious academic misconduct upwards at this 

stage.   

 

2. Revised Penalties at Stage 1: Stage 1 outcomes have been revised and include as one option the 

opportunity for a student to re-present work, with the mark for the work capped at the pass 

mark for the level of the assessment. This would not impact a student’s ability to re-sit a failed 

module. 

  

3. Clarification regarding how plagiarism cases are counted for students repeating a year of study: 

All plagiarism cases are counted during a student’s continuous period of registration. For 

example, a level 5 student who already had a plagiarism case dealt with at Stage 1 and was 

repeating the academic year would move to Stage 2 if a further plagiarism case was brought.  

 

4. Clarification regarding how plagiarism cases are managed for resubmission of work: Any 

submission, whether a first or subsequent submission, is open to action under the plagiarism 

procedures and therefore, where appropriate, will trigger the next stage in the plagiarism 

procedures. For example if a student had to resubmit work as a result of a Stage 1 plagiarism 

case and was then deemed to have committed plagiarism in the resubmission, this would 

trigger a Stage 2 plagiarism case.  

SPECIAL NOTE: As the updates to the regulations are either points of clarification or confer new rights 

they will apply to all students, regardless of cohort entry date. The only exception is for Level 4 students 

who are undertaking a repeat of their Level 4 studies. In line with the previous policy these students will 

                                                           
1
 The only exceptions to this are students repeating Level 4 who have different arrangements for the introductory stage 

(see special note) and Research Students who are governed by different arrangements under the Research Degrees 
Framework.  

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/Support/learning-teaching-enhancement-unit/Policies/Plagiarism.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/quality-and-standards-office/regulation-and-policy-zone/regulation-and-credit-framework.aspx


have access to TWO occasions at the Introductory Stage (which is equivalent to Stage 0). Any occasions 

of Stage 0 which occurred in their first attempt at Level 4 will be counted.  

Other actions identified through the review: 

1. Revised documentation and procedures for formal referrals to Academic Learning Development: 

The current outcomes for some stages of plagiarism cases include the option to refer the student 

to a mandatory session with the Academic Learning Development team. This documentation is 

being revised so that it is clear where the referral is mandatory. In those cases, Academic Learning 

Development will report on when the required session has taken place.  

 

2. Revised documentation for managing plagiarism cases: The Academic Support Office will be 

producing proformas for managing the key stages of plagiarism cases (such as invitations to 

panel meetings, etc.). These will be available from the QSO Regulation and Policy Zone from 1 

September.   

 

3. Revised Teaching & Learning Guidance for Staff and Students: The Academic Learning 

Development Team and the Learning Technologists are currently updating teaching and learning 

guidance for students and staff. These will be available from 1 September. Information and 

guidance for students and staff on Turnitin is accessible via the Blackboard HELP tab. Information 

for students can be found here.  

 

4. TURNITIN: A paper has been produced regarding common misunderstandings regarding text 

matching software. This is available from the information and guidance for staff on Turnitin, 

accessible via the Blackboard HELP tab. The steering group also identified a number of areas in 

relation to the use of text-matching software (eg, standardisation of submissions, the link 

between EAM and text-matching software and, in the longer term, choice of software) which 

have been referred to the Technology Enhanced Learning steering group. 

 

5. Further Review and Consideration of Wider Issues of Academic Integrity. It has been agreed that 

there will be a more thorough review of the plagiarism policy undertaken within a wider context 

of academic integrity considering issues relating to academic values, such as honesty in the 

presentation of work, respect for intellectual property and responsibility in the use of ideas, and 

ethics in the University context as a whole, including scholarship and research. Priority will be 

given to considering any further measures which can be introduced to support detecting and 

investigating suspected cases of contract cheating.  

 

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/quality-and-standards-office/regulation-and-policy-zone/regulation-and-policy-zone.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/students/academic-services/policy-zone/plagiarism.aspx

