
Guidance on the use of the Partner Proposal Form for New Collaborative 

Partnerships 

The partnership planning process is overseen by the Academic Strategy Committee (ASC), 

which will give in-principle approval for new collaborative partnerships, taking into 

account the collaborative portfolio of the faculty as it does so. The Committee will decide 

whether development should be drawn to the attention of the Senior Management Team. 

The following guidance is designed to help staff identify whether their partnership is 

collaborative or not.  It goes on to describe submission arrangements for the Partner 

Proposal Form for New Collaborative Partnerships. 

 

Determining whether or not your proposed partnership is collaborative for 

submission to the Academic Strategy Committee.  

Partnership proposers should make an initial assessment about whether their partnership 

is collaborative in nature.  The University uses the term ‘collaborative’ to describe any 

partnership covered by the UK Quality Code for Higher Education: Chapter B10: Managing 

Higher Education Provision with Others. This ‘applies to the management of all learning 

opportunities leading or contributing to the award of academic credit or a qualification 

that are delivered, assessed or supported through an arrangement with one or more 

organisations other than the degree-awarding body.’   

A collaborative arrangement is one therefore that leads to the award of University credit or 

an award of the University, where any of the following are provided, either in full or in 

part, by another organisation: 

 recruitment and selection; 

 teaching; 

 assessment; 

 specialist learning materials or resources, eg workbooks, software, computer labs, 

libraries, laboratories etc.; 

 exchange or study abroad experiences; 

 academic credit to be incorporated into one of the University’s awards (eg 

articulation agreements). 

If your proposal features any of the above arrangements you will normally need to 

complete the Partner Proposal Form for New Collaborative Partnerships.  It is not 

intended, however, that this form be used for any of the following: 

 placement or work-based provision (for which the University has other 

arrangements); 

 proposals to provide additional programmes with existing collaborative partners; 

 amendments to existing programmes that are provided on a collaborative basis; 

 progression agreements, where the University makes no commitment to taking 

students at a later stage than the commencement of the University programme; 

 purely transactional arrangements, eg the hiring of a hotel room for the delivery of 

seminars or lectures. 



If you are in doubt as to whether your proposed partnership is collaborative, please 

contact Claire Anderson (claire.anderson@canterbury.ac.uk) in the Quality and Standards 

Office. 

 

Submission arrangements for the Partner Proposal Form for New Collaborative 

Partnerships 

Once you have determined that your proposal is collaborative in nature, and you have the 

support of your Head of School, please download the form from the Quality and 

Standards website and commence completion, liaising as necessary with professional 

service departments.  In completing the form, please remember that you are trying to 

enable the ASC to assess the potential benefits and risks of a proposed collaborative 

partnership and to decide whether or not to authorise for further development. 

Once you have completed the form, you must seek the approval of your Dean of Faculty 

before the form can progress outside the Faculty.  If the Dean supports the proposed 

partnership, the Faculty will submit the proposal to secretary of the ASC, Claire Anderson 

(claire.anderson@canterbury.ac.uk)  

Should the ASC approve further work, any detailed programme planning will occur 

through the Faculty Programme Planning Executive. 
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