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Following the great success of a previous conference, held in 2009, this conference will continue to 
explore the application of psychoanalytic theory to education in its widest context. It acknowledges 
that psychoanalytic theories, in their diversity, provide a unique framework that leads us to consider 
how the human mind, the capacity for thinking, subjectivity and emotionality develop and what 
impact this may have on relationships within the diversity that is education. 

We offer the ‘subject’ as a deliberate ‘double or even triple entendre’ to refer to the subjective 
dimensions of the individual learner, the subject in the form of academic and professional knowledge 
and indeed the subjective experience of the social/outside world. This conference therefore seeks to 
explore the role of a dynamic unconscious in the production and interdependence of subjects and 
selves within lifelong moments of teaching and learning. It is acknowledged that education is life-
long and is concerned with processes involving individuals in diverse contexts, as well as in groups, 
whole societies and cultures.

www.canterbury.ac.uk/education/conferences



Keynote speakers

Deborah Britzman is Distinguished Research Professor at York University’s Faculty of Education 
in Toronto and a psychoanalyst.  Deborah works in the area of psychoanalysis and education, 
and is known for contributions in teacher education, studies of the emotional world, studies in 
difficult knowledge, and clinical formulations of teaching and learning. Her recent book is Freud 
and Education (2011), with Routledge Press.  

Claudine Blanchard-Laville is Emeritus Professor in Educational Sciences (Paris Ouest Nanterre 
University, France). Her main work is concerned with observing the practice of teaching from 
the viewpoint of clinical psychoanalysis and also facilitating a clinical group approach, to 
understanding professional practice in the fields of education and training. She is a co-founder 
and the editorial director of the on-line educational sciences review Cliopsy: 
www.revue.cliopsy.fr

Philippe Chaussecourte is a Full Professor of Education Sciences at Paris Ouest Nanterre 
University. He is also an Agrégé de mathématiques and a clinical psychologist. He has conducted 
an observation of an infant following the Esther Bick Method and leads ‘analysis of practice’ 
groups. He directs the “Clinical Approach of the Rapport to Knowledge” research team and a 
professional master’s program called Formation à l’intervention et à l’analyse de pratiques. He 
is interested in unconscious phenomena as they affect the education and continuing education 
fields and is a specialist in observation following psychoanalytical principles.

Cost
£120 (including all meals listed in the programme)
£90 (reduced rate for students only)

Book your place
To book your place, visit  

www.canterbury.ac.uk/education/conferences

 

Contact us

For more information, please phone 01227 782992 
Alternatively you can email emma.miles@canterbury.ac.uk or 
vanessa.cook@canterbury.ac.uk 


