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Foundation Degree Professional Studies in Early Years

 Frequently Asked Questions 2011/12 
Why study for a Foundation degree? 
The Foundation Degree provides an opportunity for people who are working with babies, toddlers or young children within the Children’s Workforce to develop their professional understanding, knowledge and skills whilst still working. Successful completion gives you 240 HE credits, 120 at Level 4 and 120 at Level 5.    

What is the Professional Studies in  Early Years programme about?

The Foundation degree Professional Studies Early Years Studies   provides an opportunity for personnel who are engaged in work with babies, toddlers or young   children. It is intended to encourage the professional and academic development of those working within the Children’s Workforce. It will also provide a path to higher level qualifications for those who wish to study further.  This Foundation degree Professional Studies in Early Years will be supporting Tickell (2011) Independent Report on the Early Years Foundation Stage recommendation that the Government maintain the ambitions for a graduate-led sector.

How long will it take to complete and when does the teaching take place?

One full day would involve 6 hours of contact time, enabling one course, consisting of 30 hours of contact time to be completed within a new school term.  This allows for 6 module (120 credits) to be completed over a period of one year and a total of 12 courses (240 credits) to be completed over a period of two years.  Flexibility is one of the advantages of this programme, but most students complete in two years.

The Foundation Degree Professional Studies in Early Years   will be delivered at Broadstairs, Folkestone and Medway campuses

What will be my commitment in terms of attendance and submission of work?

Each module is delivered one day per week during term time (usually a total of 5 days per new school term, courses are usually taught over five days.   A maximum of 6 module can be studied in one year. Each course will be assessed using a variety of methods such as short presentations, reflections on observations or tasks carried out in your work place, short essays etc. You will be given tutorial support.
What do I need in order to access the programme?

Applicants must normally:

· be employed for at least 13 hours per week (or the equivalent in a voluntary capacity) in working with babies, toddlers years or  young children within the Children’s Workforce 
· a GCSE at grade C (or equivalent) in English;

· work (either paid or in a voluntary capacity) for at least two years prior to entry in a similar capacity working with early years or young children. 

· the support of  your  employer, who must sign the application form and  the learning agreement 

If you do not have the standard Level 3 entry requirements, but can offer appropriate work experience, you may be offered an opportunity to take the programme subject to the agreement of your employer.  In this case you will be required to take and pass the programme's Orientation module.
If you do not have a qualification equivalent to a GCSE in English you will be required to take and the University’s ‘English Equivalency Test’.

What access will I have to the University facilities?

As a part-time student you will have full access to the University’s facilities, including library membership and a computer account. The  profgramme  material will be available on-line through Virtual Learning Environment (VLE),   and  the Learning Resources.   You will be given support to help you to access this effectively. The Learning Resouces Centre contains an excellent range of titles, journals, e-journals and e-books .Books  can be reserved through the CCCU library Services system on line to minimise the need to visit Broadstairs, Chatham or Canterbury.
How much does it cost? (these fees are for 11.12 and are subject to change)
The Orientation course, which allows you to enter the Foundation Degree if you do not have the required entry qualifications, is likely to cost £130 (at time of going to print). Thereafter the cost of each module will be £245 (subject to an annual increase as of September each year). If you are required to take the University English Equivalency Test there is a fee of £25 (this fee is subject to change).
How do I apply?

Further information may be obtained from (application forms can be downloaded from the University Website)
Student Recruitment Department
Canterbury Christ Church University

North Holmes Road

Canterbury Kent CT1 1QU or 01227 782900
The Programme Director for the FDPSEY:
Janet A Wood

Canterbury Christ Church University

Broadstairs Campus

Northwood Road, Broadstairs 

Kent CT10 2WA                          
01843 609168

janet.a.wood@canterbury.ac.uk
