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	Foundation degree in Childhood Studies Frequently Asked Questions Sheet


Thank you for your enquiry about the Foundation degree in Childhood Studies.  We have had many enquiries so have written this information sheet to answer several of the commonly asked questions. We hope this helps you to decide to apply for the Foundation degree.  If you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact Jane Lingham on 01227 782781 in the Childhood Studies office or the Admissions Department on 01227 782463.
What is the Foundation Degree?

The Foundation degree provides an opportunity for people who are working with young people or children in an educational/child care setting to develop their professional understanding, knowledge and skills whilst still working. Successful completion gives you 240 higher education credits, 120 at HE Level 4 and 120 at HE Level 5. The title of this foundation degree uses the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child’s term “childhood”, indicating the range of human development from infancy to adulthood.  
The principal aims of the programme are to widen access into higher education by placing value on participants’ experience and by enabling them to acquire knowledge and understanding related to roles in which they are currently employed through developing their ability to engage in reading, reflection, debate and enquiry. A related aim is to enhance career prospects for those who work with children and young people, for example, by providing the basis for an alternative route into teaching or other careers involving work with children and young people that will enable participants to continue working. 

Most participants complete the generic pathway of this Foundation Degree, which in general examines how children learn within an educational context.  There are also specialism pathways that may be taken if there is sufficient demand within a locality.  These include PE and SEN.  

What do I need to start the Programme?

The Foundation degree is designed to provide a route into Higher Education for people without traditional A level qualifications, but who have considerable experience of working in the fields of education and/or childcare, and can demonstrate the potential to work at a Higher Education level. The entry requirements are that participants:

1) Be employed for 10 hours or more (paid or voluntary) in work with children and  young people 

2) Have been in post, or similar post, for 1 year (an interview will be offered if you do not have a years experience)
3) Have a GCSE at grade C (or equivalent) in English Language 
4) Normally have, or be expected to obtain, an A level (or equivalent such as NVQ3, NNEB, BTEC, CLANSA etc)

5) A letter from the applicant’s employer/supervisor must accompany any application. This letter must support the application by confirming the applicant’s involvement with children or young people and state that every effort will be made to support the applicant in undertaking the work based activities required by the programme.  The letter should detail, you work 10 hours per week or more, and have been working in the environment for minimum of one year.
6) Self-employed applicants must state in writing that they are able to meet the requirements of work based tasks and provide a reference from a professional person who has known the applicant for a minimum of two years who can confirm the applicant’s involvement with children and young people in a work context;

NOTE You will need to send copies (please do NOT send the originals) of the English “C” grade GCSE, or equivalent, and the A’ level certificate or equivalent, with your application.  If you cannot locate them you will need to contact the school or exam board with whom you took the qualifications and request a new copy.  

Sounds OK, but I do not have an English Language qualification, so what can I do?

The University offers an English Test that once passed counts as an equivalent to a “C” grade English Language GCSE for entry purposes for this programme.  You will be invited to take this test following receipt of your application form.
I do NOT have an “A” Level or its equivalent, so does that mean I cannot apply for this programme?
If you do not meet requirement 4, you can undertake an Orientation Course that will include:

a)
Study skills

b)
Ability to engage in discussion and debate

c)
Use of oral and written English.

You will be assessed on how you work in these areas during the Orientation course, and will need to submit a reflective portfolio for assessment. All will be explained during the course.  If you complete the Orientation course successfully you will meet the A-level requirement for the Foundation Degree in Childhood Studies.

When your application form is received, and it is noted that you do not meet the entry requirement 4, you will automatically be given dates for the next Orientation Course.  The Orientation course usually takes place during October, February or May half-term holidays or late summer holidays.
Applicants intending to use the Foundation degree as a route into teaching should be aware that the TDA requires all those entering programmes offering training leading to QTS must have GCSE “C” grade or equivalent in English Language, Mathematics and Science.  University equivalency tests are accepted. 
I would like to complete one of the specialist pathways: do I need anything else? 
Applicants who wish to follow a specialist route on the Foundation Degree must also meet the additional entry requirements for the specialism. These are different for each specialism, as below:
Subject Specialism: (for example, PE, SEN)

Normally participants will have had some experience of SEN/PE and may be required to prepare for a group interview. 

What if I have HE  level 4 or 5 credits from elsewhere?

If you have Higher Education credits awarded within the period of five years prior to entry to the programme you may be able to use them as exemption. You will need to discuss credit exemption with the Programme Director. If you are not sure about the credits of your existing qualifications we can check them out.  Please note on your application form that you will be seeking to use previously awarded HE credits – this is termed APL (Accreditation of Prior Learning).  You will then be sent an APL request form and further information on how to use your credits for this programme. Please note that you cannot use your credits twice.

What about NVQs and City and Guilds equivalents?

NVQ level 3 may be used as entry qualifications as can level 3 City and Guilds courses. They cannot be used as credit exemption from the actual Foundation Degree.

What will the Foundation Degree consist of and what assessment is there?

The Foundation Degree consists of twelve modules. You will undertake 6 modules, each worth 20 credits, at level 4, and 6 modules, again each worth 20 credits, at level 5. Each module consists of 30 hours tuition time, as well as specified tasks, activities in the work place and independent study. 

Each module will be assessed using a variety of methods such as essays, short presentations, reflections on observations or tasks carried out in your work place, etc. You will be given support in carrying out these assessments as it is recognised that, for some people, formal study may not have been undertaken for some time. 

Examples of current generic modules within the Foundation Degree are shown below:
	Level 1
	Level 2

	· Reflective Practice
· Growth, and  Development  
· Practical Mathematics 

· Communication and Literacy 

· Practical Science and Technology 

· Behaviour for Learning
· Independent Project
	· Theories of Learning
· Language and Learning
· Learning Mathematics

· Children Understanding Science and Technology 

· Creative and Cultural Development
· Developing Inclusive Education
· Independent Study


There are other modules that are followed by specialism pathways that reflect the specialist area of study. However, the first module at each level is undertaken by all participants, as these are considered core modules. (Reflective Practice and Theories of Learning)

How often do I have to attend taught sessions and how long will it take to complete the Foundation Degree?
Each module consists of 30 hours teaching plus independent study and set work based learning tasks. The pattern of delivery is usually one day a week.  One full day would involve 6 hours of contact time, enabling two modules, each consisting of 30 hours of contact time to be completed within an academic term. 
This allows the 12 modules (240 credits) to be completed over a period of two academic years.

I work in a Secondary School – can I use the Foundation Degree as a route into teaching? 
Although successful completion of the Foundation degree in Childhood Studies does give you the relevant number of credits to enter the Registered Teacher or other type of programme leading to QTS it will not give you the appropriate specific subject knowledge to teach at secondary level.  Those wishing to use this programme to eventually become secondary teachers should consult the TDA website:  www.tda.gov.uk 
These standards for classroom teachers indicate that the terminology “subjects/curriculum areas” covers “single subjects, vocational subjects and cross-curricular work in the 14 – 19 phase” The generic pathway of the Foundation degree in Childhood Studies will therefore NOT give the specific subject knowledge for any one subject to allow this standard to be met.

You should check the full “Standards for classroom teachers” on the Training and Development Agency (TDA) website at www.tda.gov.uk. 
What are the costs associated with the Foundation Degree ?

If you are required to take the University English Equivalency Test you will need to contact the Admissions Department on 01227 782463.
The Orientation course, which allows you to enter the Foundation Degree if you do not have the required entry qualifications, will cost £130 (at time of going to print).

Each module thereafter will cost £225 that is £1350 per annum (at time of going to print, subject to an annual increase). This is the fee for the Foundation Degree where it is run solely by Canterbury Christ Church University (CCCU), where the Foundation Degree is run in partnership with other organisations a higher fee will be charged. 

Please note that all costs are reviewed annually and are subject to increase. However, it is the applicant’s responsibility to find funding for this programme.
Where will the Foundation Degree be run?

There are a variety of venues where the Foundation degree is run. However, those available for open enrolment are:

· Harbledown (near Canterbury), Ashford, North Kent or Broadstairs Campus.  Specialisms are run at Harbledown and Medway.
· Or in partnership with Mid Kent College (at the Chatham campus)
The Foundation degree is run to support local authorities and local needs, therefore other venues may be opening up during the year in response to local demand.

Please indicate your preferred location on your application form.

NB All modules are dependent on recruitment of viable numbers of participants.

What could I do after the Foundation Degree?

Once the Foundation Degree has been completed successfully you have several options as shown below:



You may not wish to follow the teacher route and gain qualified teacher status (QTS) but simply finish off your degree, again this is possible part-time with Canterbury Christ Church University as well as elsewhere, with such programmes as:

BA (Hons) Childhood Studies

A day a week release programme following the same structure and venue (where numbers allow) as the Foundation

Degree.  This option will take 3 academic terms.   In order to apply for this programme, you have to have:
 240 credits (the Foundation Degree)

 English GCSE “C” grade passes or the equivalent (CCCU Equivalency Tests are available)
· Be employed for 10 hours or more (paid or voluntary) in work with children and young people. 

Routes into teaching: the RTP or GTP
In order to apply for the Registered Teachers Programme (RTP) you have to have:
· 240 credits (the Foundation Degree)
· Maths, English and Science GCSE “C” grade passes or the equivalent (CCU Equivalency Tests are available)
 Be employed by a school as an unqualified teacher in charge of a class.  

You will need to finish your degree whilst on the RTP. This can be done part-time with Canterbury Christ Church University. Generally this route will take two years.

In order to apply for the Graduate Teacher Programme (GTP) you have to have:

 An Honours degree

 Maths, English and Science GCSE “C” grade passes or the equivalent (CCCU Equivalency Tests are available)
 Be employed by a school as an unqualified teacher in charge of a class.  
Generally this route will take one year.

BA(Hons) Primary Education with recommendation for QTS:
In order to apply for this programme, you have to have:

 240 credits (the Foundation Degree)

 English GCSE “C” pass or the equivalent, and before you can continue into teaching you will require Mathematics & Science GCSE “C” or equivalent. (CCCU Equivalency Tests are available)
· Be employed for 10 hours or more (paid or voluntary) in work with children and young people. 

This programme is part time, offers taught sessions plus teaching placements and takes two years to complete.
What do I do next?
If you wish to apply for the Foundation degree in Childhood Studies programme please complete the application form (available online at our website (www.canterbury.ac.uk) or from the admissions department on 01227 782463.
Admissions & Recruitment
Canterbury Christ Church University 

North Holmes Road

Canterbury

Kent CT1 1QU

If you have any further queries, you could contact the programme administrator in the Department of Childhood Studies: 
Jane Lingham (01227 782781, email jane.lingham@canterbury.ac.uk)  
Information about Routes into Teaching is available through the University webpage at:

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/education/routes-into-teaching.asp















Enhanced professional awareness in current post with increased chances of promotion or progression to other academic / professional programmes.





Appointment to a school as a Registered Teacher and study to complete degree and gain QTS
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Enrol on the BA (Hons) Primary Education/QTS programme
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