
About the course

L ev el
P G C E

D ura tion :
O n e y ea r full-tim e

L oca tion :
T he p rog ra m m e is
ta ug ht a t the
C a n terbury
C a m p us but a
sig n ifica n t a m oun t
of tim e is sp en t in
school.

T he S p ecia list S ubject P a thw a y s curren tly

offered  a re: D esig n  a n d  Techn olog y ;

E n g lish; F ood  Techn olog y ; M od ern

F oreig n  L a n g ua g es; G eog ra p hy ; H istory ;

IC T ; M a them a tics; M usic; R elig ious

E d uca tion ; S cien ce.

T he U n iv ersity ’s 7 -1 4  P G C E  is id ea l for those

stud en ts w ho a re p a rticula rly  in terested  in

this a g e g roup  a n d  w ho:

� ha v e a  stron g  in terest in  their

sp ecia list subject, but a lso lik e the

id ea  of w ork in g  w ith p rim a ry  child ren

� a re con cern ed  a bout sm oothin g  the

tra n sition  of p up ils from  p rim a ry  to

secon d a ry  ed uca tion

� a re in terested  in  w ork in g  a cross tw o

p ha ses such a s in  m id d le schools or

con tin en ta l schools

� w a n t to tra in  a s a  tea cher, but d o

n ot w a n t to sp ecia lise in  a  p a rticula r

p ha se of ed uca tion  a t this sta g e

P rim a ry  a n d  secon d a ry  hea d  tea chers lik e

to em p loy  n ew  tea chers w ho ha v e a

ha n d s-on  un d ersta n d in g  of the

ed uca tion  their p up ils ha v e ex p erien ced

before rea chin g  the secon d a ry  school, or

of the w ork  they  w ill m ov e on  to w hen

they  lea v e the p rim a ry  school. F orm er

stud en ts ha v e been  em p loy ed  a t the v ery

beg in n in g  of their ca reers in  the

follow in g  w a y s:

� to w ork  w ith Y ea r 7  p up ils w hen  they

first en ter their secon d a ry  school

� a s g en era list p rim a ry  tea chers w ho

ca n  offer their subject sp ecia list

ex p ertise a cross the school

� sp ecifica lly  to m a n a g e the tra n sition

p ha se betw een  p rim a ry  a n d

secon d a ry

� a s sp ecia lists w ho tea ch their subject

a cross the p rim a ry  school

� a s tea chers in  m id d le schools

� a s secon d a ry  tea chers w ho sp ecia lise

in  outrea ch w ork  w ith feed er schools

� w ork in g  in  a n  in d ep en d en t or

in tern a tion a l school w hich sp a n s 5 -1 8

T he 7 -1 4  P G C E  is ca refully  structured  to

en sure its stud en t tea chers ha v e g ood

op p ortun ities to lea rn  both a bout

tea chin g  a cross the curriculum  in  the

p rim a ry  school a n d  a bout tea chin g  a

sp ecia list subject in  the low er p a rt of the

secon d a ry  school.

T he F a culty  of E d uca tion  ha s a  lon g

esta blished  p a rtn ership  w ith m a n y

schools in  K en t, M ed w a y , E a st S ussex ,

a n d  S outh E a st L on d on . S tud en t tea chers

sp en d  a  tota l of 2 4  w eek s in  tw o

d ifferen t schools –  on e in  a  secon d a ry  or

m id d le school, tea chin g  p up ils a g ed

betw een  1 1 -1 4 , the other in  a  p rim a ry  or

m id d le school tea chin g  p up ils a g ed

betw een  7 -1 1 . T hey  a lso sp en d  1 2  w eek s

in  the U n iv ersity .

In  S ubject S tud ies, stud en t tea chers w ork

in  a  g roup  ta ug ht by  a  U n iv ersity  subject

ex p ert (the S ubject Tutor) to lea rn  how  to

a p p ly  their d eg ree lev el k n ow led g e w hen

tea chin g  their subject. In  P rofession a l

S tud ies, stud en t tea chers w ork  in  a

g roup  led  by  the P rofession a l Tutor to

lea rn  a bout issues w hich a re im p orta n t

to a ll n ew  tea chers in clud in g  p up il

m otiv a tion , beha v iour for lea rn in g , the

tea cher’s p a stora l role a n d  a ssessm en t.

F or their w ork  w ith p rim a ry  a g ed

child ren , they  ha v e in p uts in to the w hole

ra n g e of p rim a ry  curriculum  subjects.

In  their tw o p la cem en ts, stud en t tea chers

a re sup p orted  by  school m en tors. T hey

lea rn  to a p p ly  w ha t they  ha v e lea rn ed  in

session s a t the U n iv ersity .

S tud en t tea chers w ork  tow a rd s the

n a tion a l P rofession a l S ta n d a rd s for

Q ua lified  Tea cher S ta tus, a n d  to m eet the

criteria  for the a ca d em ic a w a rd  of the

P G C E . T he P G C E  courses n ow  in clud e

op p ortun ities to g a in  cred it a t M a ster’s

lev el, so ta k in g  the P G C E  ca n  becom e the

first step  tow a rd s a  M a sters in  E d uca tion

q ua lifica tion .

S om e of the d istin ctiv e fea tures of the

p rog ra m m e in clud e:

� O F S T E D  G ra d e I m a n a g em en t a n d

q ua lity  a ssura n ce

� a n  em p ha sis on  the p rofession a l

v a lues w hich un d erp in  a ll tea chin g

� q ua lity  tutor a n d  m en tor sup p ort

w hich stud en ts ra te hig hly  in

ev a lua tion s

� tea chin g  m ethod s in  the U n iv ersity

w hich m od el the g ood  p ra ctice of

successful tea chers

� ex cellen t IC T  p rov ision  a n d  resources

� a  cross-curricula r m od el tha t

em p ha sises crea tiv ity  a n d  w ork  from

� About the P rog ra m m e

4 0 If y ou ha v e a n y  q uestion s em a il: a d v ice@ ca n terbury .a c.uk
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O p en  Aftern oon s

N ov em ber 1 5 th 2 0 0 7

M a rch 1 3 th 2 0 0 8

Jun e 1 2 th 2 0 0 8

w w w .ca n terbury.a c.uk /
op en -d a y s



Subjects offered: Art and Design;

C itiz ensh ip ; Design and Tec h nlo gy ;

E nglish ; F o o d Tec h no lo gy ; G eo grap h y ;

H isto ry ; Info rm atio n and C o m m u nic atio n

Tec h no lo gy ; M ath em atic s; M o dern F o reign

L angu ages; M o dern F o reign L angu ages

w ith  M asters 1 ; M u sic ; P h y sic al E du c atio n;

R eligio u s E du c atio n; S c ienc e.

T h e 1 1 -1 8  P G C E  is designed to  dev elo p

sec o ndary  stu dent teac h ers w h o  c an

teac h  ac ro ss th e age and ab ility  range

fro m  1 1 -1 8 . It sets o u t to  dev elo p

indep endent teac h ers w h o  are c reativ e

and analy tic al, stro ng su b jec t teac h ers

and enth u siastic  p artic ip ants in all

asp ec ts o f th e teac h er’s ro le in th e

c o m m u nity  o f th e sc h o o l.

It is tau gh t in a lo ng-estab lish ed

p artnersh ip  b etw een th e U niv ersity  and

o v er 9 0  sc h o o ls m o stly  in K ent, M edw ay

and S o u th  E ast L o ndo n. T h e U niv ersity

also  h as c lo se link s w ith  B ritish  S c h o o ls in

E u ro p e and th e U niv ersité  du  L itto ral

C ô te d’O p ale in F ranc e.

T h e U niv esity  w o rk s w ith  th e U niv ersité

to  p ro v ide a sp ec ial p ro gram m e fo r

stu dent teac h ers w h o  w ish  to  stu dy  fo r a

P G C E  and a M asters 1 .

S tu dent teac h ers sp end a to tal o f 2 4

w eek s in tw o  different sc h o o ls and 1 2

w eek s in U niv ersity  o n a o ne-y ear

p ro gram m e ru nning fro m  S ep tem b er

u ntil late Ju ne. 

In C u rric u lu m  S tu dies, stu dent teac h ers

w o rk  in a gro u p  no rm ally  tau gh t b y  a

U niv ersity  su b jec t ex p ert (th e C u rric u lu m

T u to r) to  learn h o w  to  ap p ly  th eir

degree-lev el su b jec t k no w ledge w h en

teac h ing th eir su b jec t.

In P ro fessio nal S tu dies, stu dent teac h ers

w o rk  in a gro u p  led b y  ano th er

U niv ersity  T u to r (th e P ro fessio nal T u to r)

to  learn ab o u t issu es w h ic h  are

im p o rtant to  all new  teac h ers, inc lu ding

p u p il m o tiv atio n, b eh av io u r

m anagem ent, th e teac h er’s p asto ral ro le,

literac y  and assessm ent.

In tw o  c o ntrasting sc h o o l p lac em ents,

stu dent teac h ers are su p p o rted b y  a

su b jec t ex p ert (th e C u rric u lu m  M ento r)

and a senio r m em b er o f staff (th e

P ro fessio nal M ento r). T h ey  learn ab o u t th e

eth o s, c u rric u lu m  and teac h ing

ap p ro ac h es o f indiv idu al sc h o o ls, h o w  to

ap p ly  w h at th ey  h av e learned in

C u rric u lu m  and P ro fessio nal S tu dies in th e

c lassro o m  and th e sc h o o l, and tak e p art

in a w ide range o f p ro fessio nal ac tiv ities

w h ic h  are p art o f th e teac h er’s ro le.

S tu dent teac h ers w o rk  to w ards th e

natio nal P ro fessio nal S tandards fo r

Q u alified Teac h er S tatu s, and to  m eet th e

c riteria fo r th e ac adem ic  aw ard o f th e

P G C E . T h e P G C E  c o u rses no w  inc lu de

o p p o rtu nities to  gain ac adem ic  c redit at

M aster’s lev el, so  tak ing th e P G C E  c an

b ec o m e th e first step  to w ards a M asters

in E du c atio n q u alific atio n.

S o m e o f th e distinc tiv e featu res o f th e

c o u rses inc lu de:

� th e o p p o rtu nity  to  fo llo w  an

o p tio nal Teac h ing in Deno m inatio nal

S c h o o ls p ath w ay , inc lu ding sp ec ialist

c o u rses fo r th o se w h o  w ant to  teac h

in C h u rc h  o f E ngland o r R o m an

C ath o lic  sc h o o ls 

� an em p h asis o n th e p ro fessio nal

v alu es w h ic h  u nderp in all teac h ing

� q u ality  tu to r and m ento r su p p o rt

w h ic h  stu dent teac h ers rate h igh ly  

in ev alu atio ns

� U niv ersity  teac h ing m eth o ds

m o delling th e go o d p rac tic e o f

su c c essfu l teac h ers

� an interac tiv e p ro fessio nal stu dies

p ro gram m e so m e o f w h ic h  tak es

p lac e in sc h o o l 

� h igh ligh ted o p p o rtu nities to  netw o rk

and learn w ith  stu dent teac h ers

learning to  teac h  th e sam e su b jec t

and w ith  o th ers w o rk ing ac ro ss

th irteen different su b jec ts areas 

� teac h ing p lac em ents in ric h ly

c o ntrasting sc h o o ls

� ex c ellent IC T  p ro v isio n and reso u rc es

E nglish , M ath em atic s and M u sic

(S ec o ndary ). P lease see sep arate entry  o n

p age 6 1 .

� M o du lar S ec o ndary  P G C E

� Ab o u t th e P G C E P ro gram m e

w w w .c anterb u ry .ac .u k /c o u rses 4 1

1 1 -1 8  P G C E , F u ll-T im e
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Ab o u t th e c o u rse

L ev el:
P G C E

Du ratio n:

O ne y ear fu ll-tim e

L o c atio n:
T h e p ro gram m e is
tau gh t at th e
C anterb u ry
C am p u s b u t a
signific ant am o u nt
o f tim e is sp ent in
sc h o o l.

O p en Afterno o ns

N o v em b er 1 5 th 2 0 0 7

M arc h  1 3 th 2 0 0 8

Ju ne 1 2 th  2 0 0 8

w w w .c anterb u ry .ac .u k /
c o u rses/o p en-day s



The University provides an optional

Teac hing  in D enom inational S c hools

pathw ay for fu ll-tim e stu dent teac hers in

all 7 -1 4 , 1 1 -1 8  and 1 4 -1 9  su b jec ts, w hic h

inc lu des opportu nities to w ork  in C hu rc h

sc hools. The c ore pathw ay sessions are

led b y teac hers, headteac hers and

dioc esan edu c ational offic ers from

C hu rc h sc hools. A pplic ants w ill also b e

invited to req u est a sc hool plac em ent at

a C hu rc h sc hool at interview .

The University req u ires all applic ants for

P G C E  prog ram m es to dem onstrate that

they m eet the follow ing  national entry

req u irem ents, as set ou t b y the

D epartm ent for E du c ation and S k ills:

� that they are c apab le of m eeting  the

P rofessional S tandards for Q u alified

Teac her S tatu s b y the end of their

training

� that they possess appropriate

personal and intellec tu al q u alities to

b e teac hers

� that they have ac hieved a standard

eq u ivalent to a g rade C  in the G C S E

ex am inations in E ng lish and

m athem atic s

� that they m eet national standards

for physic al and m ental fitness to

teac h

� that they have not previou sly b een

ex c lu ded from  teac hing  or w ork ing

w ith c hildren, and do not have a

c rim inal b ac k g rou nd w hic h m ig ht

prevent them  from  w ork ing  w ith

c hildren or you ng  people

� that they c an read effec tively and

c an c om m u nic ate c learly and

ac c u rately in spok en and w ritten

E ng lish

� that they hold, on entry, a deg ree

aw arded b y a United K ing dom

H ig her E du c ation institu tion or an

eq u ivalent q u alific ation

In addition, all applic ants w ho w ant to

enter prim ary or 7 -1 4  training  m u st have

ac hieved a standard eq u ivalent to a

g rade C  in the G C S E  ex am ination in a

sc ienc e su b jec t.

C andidates m u st possess a deg ree or

eq u ivalent q u alific ation b y the tim e the

prog ram m e starts, either in S eptem b er,

for applic ants for fu ll-tim e stu dy, or at

other tim es of the year, b y neg otiation,

for c andidates for the M odu lar

prog ram m e. A  su b stantial part of the

deg ree shou ld norm ally b e relevant to

the su b jec t spec ialism  to b e tak en in the

P G C E  c ou rse, and this shou ld b e

dem onstrated in detail in the applic ation

b y listing  c ou rses stu died. M ost

su c c essfu l c andidates w ill have a deg ree

in w hic h 5 0 %  or m ore of the c ou rses

stu died are relevant to the P G C E  c ou rse

applied for.

In ex c eptional c ases, applic ants w ho have

a deg ree w hic h is not in a direc tly

relevant su b jec t to the one they w ish to

teac h m ay b e c onsidered if they have

su ffic ient c om pensating  ex perienc e

w hic h has enab led them  to attain

relevant deg ree level k now ledg e.

E x am ples of sig nific ant c om pensating

ex perienc e inc lu de:

� a c andidate for IC T w ith a deg ree in

another su b jec t, w ho has w ork ed in

the IC T indu stry for several years

� a c andidate for E ng lish w ith a deg ree

in another su b jec t w ho has a

su b stantial q u alific ation in Teac hing

E ng lish as a F oreig n L ang u ag e and

tau g ht you ng  people for several

years

� a c andidate for M athem atic s w ith a

deg ree in E ng ineering  w hic h

inc lu ded a larg e c om ponent of

M athem atic s

If you  are in dou b t ab ou t w hether you

m eet the entry req u irem ents then please

send an e-m ail to

adm issions@ c anterb u ry.ac .u k .

A lternatively, please see pag e 2 8  for

fu rther c ontac t details.

� S pec ific  E ntry R eq u irem ents

� G eneral E ntry R eq u irem ents

� Teac hing  in
D enom inational S c hools

4 2 If you  have any q u estions em ail: advic e@ c anterb u ry.ac .u k
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Applications for the full-time PGCE 7-14

and  11-18  are mad e electronically  v ia the

Grad uate Teacher T raining  R eg istry

(GT T R ) w w w .g ttr.ac.uk

T here is no g eneral closing  d ate, b ut

each prog ramme or sub ject pathw ay  is

closed  w hen it b ecomes fully  sub scrib ed .

Early  application is strong ly  ad v ised , b oth

b ecause some sub ject prog rammes fill

q uick ly , and  b ecause it w ill help y ou to

plan for y our PGCE course if y ou can g et

early  confirmation of a place. 

Modular PGCE: Applicants interested  in

the M od ular PGCE can apply  d irectly  to

the U niv ersity . An application form can

b e d ow load ed  from

w w w .canterb ury .ac.uk /courses/prospectus/

postg rad uate or, contact the

Postg rad uate O ffice in the Ad missions

D epartment:

Telephone: 0 12 2 7 78 2 9 0 0  

F ax : 0 12 2 7 78 2 8 8 8  

or email: Ad missions@ canterb ury .ac.uk

7 -1 4  an d 1 1 -1 8

Application forms are v ery  important in

the selection process. Applicants are

ad v ised :

� to prov id e d etails of all courses tak en

in their d eg ree or d eg ree eq uiv alent

q ualification, includ ing  percentag es

of total stud y  time for each course

� to w rite a carefully  proof-read  and

d etailed  personal statement w hich

mak es it clear w hy  they  w ant to

b ecome teachers and  w hat relev ant

ex perience they  hav e

� that recent g rad uates should  mak e

the univ ersity  tutor w ho can prov id e

most information ab out their

acad emic w ork  their first referee on

the GT T R  application 

� that those w ho stud ied  for their

d eg ree a long  time ag o should

ind icate how  they  hav e sustained

their sub ject k now led g e in the

interv ening  period , and  choose, as

first referee a person, preferab ly  a

current employ er, w ho can comment

in d etail on their aptitud e for

teaching

T hose applicants selected  are inv ited  for

interv iew  as soon as possib le after

receipt of the application. Cand id ates are

interv iew ed  b y  U niv ersity  tutors and

school teachers in a process w hich

includ es an ind iv id ual interv iew , a g roup

activ ity  and  a w ritten task . S ome sub jects

hav e ad d itional req uirements w hich

cand id ates w ill b e ad v ised  of w hen

inv ited  for interv iew . 

T he interv iew s are intend ed  to help

applicants confirm their d ecision to apply

to the U niv ersity  as w ell as to help the

U niv ersity  mak e its selection. T he

activ ities are challeng ing , b ut, w e hope,

fun. Cand id ates are also supplied  w ith

information ab out the structure of the

PGCE, teaching , learning  and  assessment

on the prog ramme, and  school

placements. Cand id ates w ill b e ask ed  to

prov id e information that w ill help the

U niv ersity  find  suitab le school

placements.

Interv iew s for full-time PGCEs are held

b etw een N ov emb er and  Aug ust for entry

in S eptemb er. Interv iew s for part-time

and  mod ular routes are held  in the

period s b efore the start d ates for these

prog rammes that are stag g ered  throug h

the acad emic y ear.

� Interv iew s and  O ffers of a
Place

� H ow  to Apply
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