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T he P G C E  P rimary p art-time p rog ramme

beg an in A p ril 1 9 9 9  and is now  a w ell

established route into teaching . T he

p rog ramme runs out of three venues, the

D avid S alomons C entre near Tunbridg e

W ells, and at the U niversity’s B roadstairs

and M edw ay C amp uses. T he p rog ramme

starts in A p ril of each year and students

w ill comp lete 2 0  months later in

D ecember. 

O ne W est K ent headteacher stated “ I am

very imp ressed w ith both the subject

know ledg e and the understanding  of

educational issues w hich these students

have acquired on this p rog ramme” . 

T he P G C E  p art-time p rog ramme is

intended for those ap p licants w ho w ish

to train as p rimary teachers but are

looking  for a p art-time route to enable

them either to w ork or look after a young

family at the same time as training .

T he p rog ramme aims to enable student

teachers to be confident, comp etent

classroom p ractitioners w ho can enable

children to learn effectively across the

w hole curriculum. T he p rog ramme also

develop s student teachers’

understanding  of the demands of the

N ational C urriculum, the C urriculum for

the F oundation S tag e and other

G overnment initiatives. T w o ag e p hases

are available for students to study, 3-7  or

5 -1 1  years olds. T hese are also

op p ortunities to g ain academics credits

at M aster’s level (see M odule outlines). 

T he p rog ramme lasts for five terms w ith

the equivalent of 1 8  w eeks sp ent in

schools, mostly in three blocks. S tudents

attend at their C entre for one day p er

w eek and attend at the C anterbury

C amp us on tw o or three S aturdays each

term. T hese S aturday sessions allow

students to use sp ecialist resources in P E ,

A rt, D esig n and Technolog y, etc. T hey are

ex p ected to w ork at home to fulfill the

demands of the sup p orted op en learning

requirements of the p rog ramme. It is

essential for students to have access to

comp uter facilities to g ive access to the

U niversity’s ex tensive w ebsites and other

relevant resources. T he taug ht days last

from 9 .30 am to 4 .30 p m. 

T ime is sp ent in lectures, seminars and

w orkshop s. S tudents are required to read

in p rep aration for sessions. B lock school

ex p erience demands full attendance in

school during  each day, M onday to

F riday, w ith evening s devoted to

assessment and p rep aration. S tudents

need to make arrang ements to ensure

they can be in school by 8 .1 5 am and

remain until 4 .30 p m. 

T he p rog ramme runs in p artnership  w ith

local p rimary schools w hich are fully

involved in admissions, course p lanning

and assessment of student teachers. T he

p rog ramme has been p lanned to meet

the criteria set out by the current T D A

standards and requirements and has four

main modules: 

Module One is P rofessional P lacement.

S chool ex p erience takes p lace mostly in

local schools in K ent, M edw ay, S ussex ,

S urrey, E ssex  and the L ondon B oroug hs

of B romley and B ex ley. S tudents w ill be

p laced as close as p ossible to their home

area but some travelling  may be involved.

S chool days are arrang ed as follow s:

Term 1  =  2  w eek block 

Term 2  =  3 serial days and 3 w eek block 

Term 3 =  4  serial days and 4  w eek block 

Term 4  =  2  serial days 

Term 5  =  1  serial day and 7  w eek block 

In the course of school ex p erience,

students w ork tow ards achieving  the

standards required for the

recommendation of the aw ard of

Q ualified Teachers S tatus (Q T S ). T hey are

required to teach in tw o or more

consecutive ag e rang es dep ending  on

their chosen p athw ay (3-7  or 5 -1 1 ). T he

ag e rang es are 3-5 , 5 -7 , 7 -9 , 9 -1 1 .

S tudent teachers w ill also be able to

demonstrate their g row ing  integ ration

of theoretical and p ractical know ledg e

as they develop  as effective and

analytical teachers.

Module T w o is the P rofessional S tudies

course, that introduces student teachers

to core p rofessional skills and w ider

issues w hich concern p rimary schools.

A reas studied include classroom

manag ement, p romoting  behaviour for

learning , children’s w ell-being , p lanning

for children w ith varying  individual

education needs, targ et setting , p lanning

teaching  and accessing  learning .

� Introduction

P rimary E ducation –  P art-T ime

A bout the course

L evel:
P G C E

D uration:
F ive Terms 
(2 0  months) 
p art-time

L ocation:
T he P rog ramme is
offered at a
number of
locations including
B roadstairs,
M edw ay and
Tunbridg e W ells. 

A ll P G C E s include the
op tion of studying
for a P ostg raduate
C ertificate w ith
M asters L evel C redits
or a P rofessional
G raduate C ertificate.
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C urriculum  S tud ies is Module Three and

th is ensures th at teach ers acq uire a

secure m astery of th e core subjects and

IC T  in ord er to teach  th ese subjects

effectiv ely to all ch ild ren with in a p rim ary

sch ool setting . Taster courses are also

taug h t in all found ation subjects of th e

N ational C urriculum , P rim ary L ang uag es,

and  R E . S tud ent teach ers will learn 

h ow to p lan for, teach  and  assess in

th ese areas.

A lso in Module Three, stud ent teach ers

will follow a course aim ed  at th e analysis

and  und erstand ing  of m ore ad v anced

areas of p rim ary p ed ag og y. T h is m od ule

will take a strong  focus on cross-

curricular issues and  h ow teach ing  and

learning  is ap p lied  across th e curriculum

in a h olistic m anner.

Module F our is an op tional m od ule. T h is

is taug h t at M aster’s lev el, and  offers

stud ents th e op tion to take M aster C red it

in P rofessional S tud ies (2 0  cred its) and /or

C urriculum  S tud ies (2 0  cred its). T h ese

cred it bearing  courses rep lace elem ents

of M od ules Two and  T h ree.

A ssessm ent for p erform ance on th e

course com p rises th e com p letion of

assig nm ents tog eth er with  a Journal of

P rofessional D ev elop m ent wh ich

m onitors th e stud ent’s m ov em ent to

ach iev ing  th e stand ard s req uired  for th e

recom m end ation of th e award  of Q T S .

F urth er d etails about th e stand ard s

fram ework wh ich  is com m on to all

teach er training  courses will be m ad e

av ailable to successful ap p licants. In

ord er to be award ed  th e P rim ary P G C E

stud ent teach ers will be req uired  to

reach  a satisfactory stand ard  in each

assessed  elem ent of th e course and  reach

th e stand ard s req uired  for th e

recom m end ation of th e award  of Q T S .

P art-tim e P G C E  P rim ary stud ents are

liable to p ay tuition fees. F urth er

inform ation about th e financial p ackag e

av ailable for P G C E  stud ents can be found

on p ag e 2 9 .

A p p licants sh ould  norm ally p ossess a

g ood  h onours d eg ree. In som e cases an

h onours d eg ree below a lower second

class m ay be consid ered  if th e ap p licant

also h as a M aster’s q ualification. 

A ll cand id ates m ust p ossess G C S E s

(g rad e C  or abov e) in E ng lish  L ang uag e,

M ath em atics and  S cience before th e

P G C E  course beg ins, or eq uiv alents

accep table to th e U niv ersity.

If you are in d oubt about your

q ualifications contact th e P ostg rad uate

A d m issions O ffice at th e U niv ersity. 

To be selected  for interv iew ap p licants

m ust h av e a p ositiv e reference (and  if

relev ant a d eg ree p red iction). A p p licants

m ust also be able to d em onstrate recent

ex p erience of working  with  p rim ary ag e

ch ild ren (p referably in a sch ool setting )

and be able to analyse this in the

p ersonal statem ent of the ap p lic ation

form . T h e p ersonal statem ent is a v ery

im p ortant p art of th e form . Y ou m ust say

wh y you want to becom e a p rim ary

sch ool teach er and  it m ust be

com m unicated  in clear and  accurate

E ng lish . T h e D ep artm ent takes referees’

com m ents into account wh en selecting

p eop le for interv iew. A p p licants wh o are

not p red icted  to ach iev e our m inim um

entry q ualifications m ay not be selected

for interv iew.

� H ow to A p p ly

� Tuition F ees



In selecting people for interview the

University will also look at the applicant’s

breadth of education qualifications. 

Offers of a place are only made after an

interview. Those selected will be advised

of the format of the interview

beforehand. The decision whether to

offer a place is based on whether the

applicant meets the following criteria: 

� a lively, enthusiastic personality 

� able to analyse recent experience of

working with young children and to

articulate it at interview 

� has a good depth of subject

knowledge relevant to the primary

curriculum

� can communicate clearly and

collaborate with peers 

Candidates will also be required to

successfully undertake two short

assessments in numeracy and 

literacy skills.

An application form for the part-time

PGCE can be downloaded from:

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/courses/

prospectus/postgraduate

Copies are also available form the

Postgraduate Admissions Office,

Canterbury Christ Church University,

North H olmes R oad, Canterbury 

CT1 1QU. Telephone: 01227 782900.
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