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A bout th e course

L ev el:
P G C E

D uration:
O ne year full-tim e

F ull-T im e

P rog ram m e:
T h e p rog ram m e is
taug h t at th e
C anterbury
C am p us but a
sig nificant tim e is
sp ent in sch ool.

A ll P G C E s includ e th e
op tion of stud ying
for a P ostg rad uate
C ertificate with
M asters L ev el C red its
or a P rofessional
G rad uate C ertificate.

P rim ary E d ucation –  F ull-T im e

T T h e p rog ram m e aim s to enable stud ent

teach ers to be confid ent, com p etent

classroom  p ractitioners wh o can enable

ch ild ren to learn effectiv ely across th e

wh ole curriculum . T h e p rog ram m e also

d ev elop s stud ent teach ers’

und erstand ing  of th e d em and s of th e

N ational C urriculum , th e C urriculum  for

th e F ound ation S tag e and  oth er

G ov ernm ent initiativ es. Two ag e p h ases

are av ailable for stud ents to stud y, 3-7  or

5 -1 1  year old s. T h ere are also

op p ortunities to g ain acad em ic cred its at

M asters lev el (see M od ule outlines). 

T h e p rog ram m e lasts for 38  weeks with

th e eq uiv alent of 2 0  weeks sp ent in

U niv ersity and  1 8  weeks in sch ool. B oth

elem ents of th e course are intensiv e.

U niv ersity d ays last from  9 .0 0 am  to

7 .0 0 p m  in lectures, sem inars, worksh op s

or in ind ep end ent stud y activ ities. S ch ool

ex p erience d em and s full attend ance in

sch ool d uring  each  d ay with  ev ening s

d ev oted  to p lanning  and  p rep aration for

subseq uent sch ool-based  d ays. 

T h e p rog ram m e runs in p artnersh ip  with

local p rim ary sch ools wh o are fully

inv olv ed  in ad m issions, course p lanning

and  assessm ent of stud ent teach ers. T h e

p rog ram m e h as been p lanned  for all

stud ents to m eet th e S tand ard s for

Q ualified  Teach er S tatus (Q T S ) and  h as

four m ain m od ules: 

Module One is P rofessional P lacem ent,

wh ich  takes p lace m ostly in sch ools in

K ent, E ssex  and  E ast S ussex , th oug h

stud ent teach ers will h av e th e

op p ortunity to teach  in L ond on sch ools if

th ey ch oose. A ll stud ents will h av e a

m inim um  of two sch ool p lacem ents,

with  th e first in th e second  h alf of th e

first term  and  th e last in th e final term .

S tud ents following  th e P rim ary L ang uag e

P ath way [w1 ] will also be ex p ected  to

und ertake a p lacem ent in F rance,

G erm any, S p ain or Italy (d ep end ing  on

th eir lang uag e). 

In th e course of sch ool ex p erience,

stud ents work toward s ach iev ing  th e

stand ard s req uired  for th e

recom m end ation of th e award  of

Q ualified  Teach ers S tatus (Q T S ). T h ey are

req uired  to teach  in two or m ore

consecutiv e ag e rang es d ep end ing  on

th eir ch osen p ath way (3-7  or 5 -1 1 ). T h e

ag e rang es are 3-5 , 5 -7 , 7 -9 , 9 -1 1 .

S tud ent teach ers will also be able to

d em onstrate th eir g rowing  integ ration 

of th eoretical and  p ractical knowled g e 

as th ey d ev elop  as effectiv e and

analytical teach ers. 

Module T w o is th e P rofessional S tud ies

course, wh ich  introd uces stud ent

teach ers to core p rofessional skills, and

wid er issues th at are inv olv ed  in p rim ary

sch ools. Top ics stud ied  includ e classroom

m anag em ent, p rov id ing  for ch ild ren with

ad d itional ed ucational need s, ch ild

d ev elop m ent, p lanning , teach ing  and

assessing  learning . 

Module T h ree aim s to p rov id es stud ent

teach ers with  a secure knowled g e of all

core subjects in th e N ational C urriculum .

T h is is d one th roug h  weekly U niv ersity

sessions in th e C ore S ubjects and  taster

courses in all found ation subjects,

includ ing  P rim ary L ang uag es. S tud ent

teach ers will learn h ow to p lan for, teach

and  assess in th ese areas. 

In ad d ition, M od ule T h ree is aim ed  at

enabling  stud ents to becom e m ore

sp ecialised  p ractitioners. T h is is d one

th roug h  th e analysis and  und erstand ing

of m ore ad v anced  areas of p rim ary

p ed ag og y. T h e following  op tions are

av ailable in th is m od ule:

� for stud ents following  th e P rim ary

L ang uag es route th is will be d one

th roug h  work toward s a 

P L  S p ecialism

� for th ose esp ecially interested  in v ery

young  ch ild ren’s ed ucation, stud ents

can op t for a course in A d v anced

E arly Y ears 

� for stud ents interested  in cross-

curricular issues and  h ow teach ing

and  learning  is ap p lied  across th e

curriculum  in an h olistic m anner,

th ere th e op tion of stud ying  a course

called  ‘L earning  A cross and  O utsid e

th e C urriculum ’ 

� for th ose wish ing  to becom e

sp ecialists in a N ational C urriculum

or R elig ious E d ucation, stud ents can

ch oose a course from  M od ule F our

(p ag e 34 ) in a subject th at is closely

related  to th eir first d eg ree. (M aster’s

lev el only)

� Introd uction



Module Four is an optional module. This

is taught at Masters Level, and offers

students the option to take Master Credit

in Professional Studies (20 credits) and/or

Curriculum Studies (20 credits). The

Curriculum Studies options include

Primary Languages, Advanced Early Years

and Learning Across and Outside the

Curriculum, as well as each of the

National Curriculum subjects and

Religious Education. These credit bearing

courses replace elements of Modules Two

and Three.

Students will be given extensive advice in

order to make the choice of academic

level to suit their needs.

Assessment of performance on the

programme comprises the completion of

assignments and the achievement of the

required standards for the

recommendation of the award of QTS.

Further details about the standards

framework, which is common to all PGCE

training courses, will be made available

to successful candidates. In order to be

awarded the Primary PGCE, student

teachers will be required to pass each

assessed element of the course. 

Students are also required to pass three

national skills tests in numeracy, literacy

and ICT before they can be

recommended for QTS.

Information about tuition fees and

sources of student financial support, can

be found on page 29.

Applicants should normally possess a

good honours degree. In some cases an

honours degree below a lower second

class may be considered if the applicant

also has a Master’s qualification. 

All candidates must possess GCSEs

(grade C or above) in English Language,

Mathematics and Science before the

PGCE course begins, or equivalents

acceptable to the University.

If you are in doubt about your

qualifications contact the Postgraduate

Admissions Office at the University. 

To be selected for interview applicants

must have a positive reference (and if

relevant a degree prediction). Applicants

must also be able to demonstrate recent

experience of working with primary age

children (preferably in a school setting)

and be able to analyse this in the

p ersonal statem ent of the ap p lic ation

form . The personal statement is a very

important part of the form. You must say

why you want to become a primary

school teacher and it must be

communicated in clear and accurate

written English. The Department takes

referees’ comments into account when

selecting people for interview. Applicants

who are not predicted to achieve our

minimum entry qualifications may not be

selected for interview.

In selecting people for interview the

University will also look at the applicant’s

breadth of education qualifications. 

Offers of a place are only made after an

interview. Those selected will be advised

of the format of the interview

beforehand. The decision whether to

offer a place is based on whether the

applicant meets the following criteria: 

� a lively, enthusiastic personality 

� able to analyse recent experience of

working with young children and to

articulate it at interview 

� has a good depth of subject

knowledge relevant to the primary

curriculum

� can communicate clearly and

collaborate with peers 

Candidates will also be required to

successfully undertake two short

assessments in numeracy and 

literacy skills. 

Applications are made online via the

Graduate Teacher Training Registry (GTTR)

at www.gttr.ac.uk. An early application 

is advised.

� H ow to Apply

� Tuition Fees
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Primary Education – Full-Time  continued


