
An MPhil and PhD in Applied Linguistics

are o ffered in the Departm ent o f

Language S tudies and v alidated b y  the

U niv ersity  o f K ent. T hese degrees are 

co -o rdinated b y  Pro fesso r Adrian

H o lliday , w ho  is also  H ead o f the

G raduate S cho o l, w hich pro v ides cro ss-

institutio nal suppo rt and facilities fo r

research students w ithin an

interdisciplinary  co m m unity . 

In the Applied Linguistics pro gram m e

there is a m ajo r em phasis o n critical

q ualitativ e research into  so cial and

cultural issues in language educatio n;

b ut there is also  interest in gram m ar,

disco urse and pragm atics.

T here is a sm all, co hesiv e and friendly

co m m unity  o f ab o ut ten full-tim e and

tw elv e part-tim e students in the

Departm ent. T here is a stro ng pasto ral

etho s, w here full-tim e students can see

their superv iso rs regularly  and part-tim e

students can hav e regular em ail co ntact.

T here is an o pen-agenda student

discussio n gro up held in Adrian H o lliday 's

o ffice ev ery  T hursday  lunch-tim e. T he

Q ualitativ e R esearch Discussio n G ro up

pro v ided a fo cus fo r m o re fo rm al

discussio n tw ice per term .

F ull-tim e and part– tim e study

pro gram m es are av ailab le, w ith

o ppo rtunities fo r data-co llectio n in

o v erseas co ntex ts. T he U niv ersity

suppo rts research students w ith v ario us

sem inar pro gram m es in research

m etho ds and a w ell-eq uipped G raduate

S cho o l.

Applicatio n and aw ard o f places 

T he m inim al q ualificatio n fo r PhD

applicants is: 

� a go o d b achelo r’s degree in a

relev ant sub ject 

� an ex cellent research pro po sal 

H o w ev er, a Master’s degree is o ften

preferred as ev idence o f so m e ex perience

in research. T he m ajo rity  o f students in

T E S O L also  hav e pro fessio nal ex perience,

w hich adds to  their m aturity  in research

perceptio n.

F ull-tim e students m ust attend a

pro gram m e in research m etho ds during

the 1 st y ear. T his is an institutio n-w ide,

inter-disciplinary  pro gram m e w hich

co v ers the full-spectrum s o f research

appro aches. It thus allo w s the student to

estab lish a b ro ad perspectiv e w ithin

w hich to  place her o r his w o rk , and also

to  b eco m e part o f a larger co m m unity  o f

research students.

To pics currently  researched include:

� co m parativ e B ritish and C hinese

influences o n language educatio n in

H o ng K o ng

� a sy stem s appro ach curriculum

pro ject planning and ev aluatio n,

w ith special reference to  C hina

� the po litics o f pro fessio nal training in
language teaching in B ritish higher
educatio n

� teachers’ and students’ acceptance
o f curriculum  m etho do lo gy  w ithin
the institutio nal co ntex t o f a
Japanese univ ersity  in B ritain

� cultural and institutio nal perceptio ns
o f learner auto no m y  in a univ ersity
in Turk ey

� applicatio ns o f info rm atio n
techno lo gy  in distance educatio n

� cultural issues in G erm an-E nglish
translatio n

� a critical analy sis o f the po litics o f
tex tb o o k  language

� perceptio ns o f ‘culture’ in the
internatio nal disco urse o f T E S O L

� an ethno graphy  o f ‘learner-centred’
teaching in B ritish T E S O L

R esearch in the Departm ent o f Language
S tudies also  falls under the aegis o f the
C entre fo r R esearch in E ducatio n, w hich
b rings it into  co ntact w ith a rich reso urce
o f ideas and ex perience o f great
relev ance to  o ur o w n academ ic and
pro fessio nal interests.

F urther info rm atio n in the fo rm  o f 
the R esearch Degrees Pro spectus is
av ailab le fro m  H elen Po tter at
helen.po tter@ canterb ury .ac.uk , 
o r b y  w riting to  the G raduate S cho o l 
at the U niv ersity .

C o ntact Pro fesso r Adrian H o lliday
arh1 @ cant.ac.uk  fo r any  specific
enq uiries ab o ut PhD study  in the field o f
Applied Linguistics.

� F urther Info rm atio n

� R esearch Metho ds T raining

� Mo des o f S tudy

� Intro ductio n
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