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Dear students, 

We are all pleased that your programmes have been prioritised for return to university and we are extending 

to you a warm welcome back from all members of the Faculty staff who support your programmes.  We are 

in close communication with our partners in the health and care system, and you will already be aware that 

the Covid 19 situation in Kent and Medway is even more challenging at this point, than at any time 

previously.  

Your programme teams are communicating with you directly in relation to any arrangements that are 

different to those originally planned, to support programme delivery, and I want to acknowledge how all 

your programme and administrative staff, have yet again stepped up to review and alter the scheduled 

arrangements, responding to significant changes in placement capacity and emerging government guidance. 

Placements  

In relation to those of you who are expecting to attend placement we are managing a number of different 

scenarios; 

1. Some of you may not be in the position to attend placement (eg; ECV); we are putting alternative 

arrangements into place. 

 

2. Some of you have been identified through your risk assessment as only suitable for a low-risk 

placement. This includes those who live with those who are shielding. Where we are unable to 

match you to a low-risk placement at present, we will put alternative arrangements into place.   

 

3. Where appropriate to your risk assessment and where placements are available you will proceed as 

planned.   

- In some disciplines, we recognise that not all expected proficiencies will be able to be signed off 

however, there will still be opportunities within your programme to achieve these.  

- Taking this opportunity to go into placement is very important, as this minimises your personal 

placement back log and the wider system collective placement backlog.  

- Your tutors will be keeping in contact with you whilst on placement, and the normal escalating 

and raising concerns mechanisms should be used if you encounter problems. 

- If you do not wish to progress with placement as offered and scheduled, you have the option to 

interrupt you studies and we will welcome you back at a later point, in line with the university 

policy. 

 

4. In areas of significant placement constraint, we have limited options, so in collaboration with our 

partners we have agreed to prioritise the placements of final year students. This means some 

placements for some students have been  delayed at this point and will be rescheduled within this 

academic year to enable you to progress with your studies. Our plans are in line with the current 

PSRB guidelines, and we are working on a daily basis with providers to maximise capacity and 

support innovative ways of supporting students in practice. 

The situation varies within each programme, and we hope many of you will experience only minor 

inconvenience for which we apologise. You will of course know that the situation is not within the control of 

the university. Our actions are taken in good faith and designed with our partner providers to support your 

future success and enable those who are most close to qualifying to progress as planned within the current 

constraints. 



The alternative programme delivery arrangements. 

These may include access to virtual placement, to enable you to gain appropriate practice insight and accrue 

placement hours. We will need to closely monitor your attendance and the contribution to your programme, 

as the university will be signing off this experience. A variety of other alternative experiences are being 

prepared, which may include more onsite clinical skill development opportunities, and the bringing forward 

of module content.  

There may in some areas be a requirement to alter the assessment schedules, to ensure you are being 

treated fairly and equitably. Your programme teams are developing plans and will provide you regular 

updates and with the specific detail when this has been confirmed, so please check your Blackboard and 

emails regularly. 

Covid 19 Testing 

Your return to the university and to placement needs to be achieved safely, so you will be aware that 

students have been advised to ensure they are CV19 negative before travelling back to local accommodation 

or to use the locally available testing facilities.  

Whilst you are on placement, arrangements are in place to enable you to receive similar levels of access to 

testing, as those employed within the organisation. There are a variety of arrangements in place across 

placement providers, and you will be advised at the beginning of your placement how your placement 

organisation are handling this, as they also need to track your experience and testing status. 

Access to Vaccination 

We have confirmation that the expectation is that students on placement will be included in vaccination roll 

out in their placement organisation, as this becomes available There are some logistical challenges to the 

vaccine roll out, which you will have seen on the media, but students will receive the vaccine, where it is 

available for staff, in line with each organisation’s vaccine roll out plan.  

When you receive the vaccine, you will also receive information about the agreed schedule for the second 

dose if this is mandated. The expectation at this point is that you will need to return to the same placement 

provider to receive the required subsequent dose.  

Several placement providers have already confirmed they have plans in place in the future, to offer 

vaccinations prior to placement attendance, which should help provide reassurance and safety for all 

students. Some of you may be contacted about this shortly. 

Supporting Travel to the University or Placement, and providing your child with access to education 

The lockdown requires all of us to only travel where essential and there are arrangements in place for your 

children to continue to access education. 

We will be preparing a letter for you to ‘carry’ whilst travelling, to and from university or placement, shortly. 

You will need to use this, and your university ID card for verification.  This must only be used for the 

intended purpose. It can also be used to help secure your child’s place in school 

In closing this update, please regularly review your Blackboard announcements for updates which will be 

available shortly, and also watch out for more general university student announcements. I know our 

student union colleagues are keen to support you also and they provide the Faculty with regular feedback 

which is always helpful. Please stay safe – and of course remember, Hands, Face, Space… 

Professor Debra Towse.  PVC and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine Health and Social Care 


