
FMHSC STUDENT UPDATE 19-1-21 

Dear Students, 

On Friday 15th January 2021, I shared with you all, an update about the reintroduced NMC Emergency 

standards, put into place to respond to the increasing pressure in nursing care environments within the NHS. 

The media coverage over the last few days shows this to be continuing across the country, but with a 

reduction of new cases across all areas of Kent today. 

As indicated in that communication, we have progressed discussion with your local placement providers, and 
have explored with them directly if the employment of 3rd year undergraduate nursing students is required, 
and if so, which nursing fields should be included.  
 
The strategic nursing leaders across Kent and Medway described varying pressure locally, which reflected 

our understanding of a complex picture. However, after fully discussing the opportunity employment would 

bring, and considering the risks to the workforce pipeline, there was unanimously agreement to continue to 

support your programme with the planned supernumerary placements, and not to progress with student 

employment of 3rd years.  

In the discussion, all nursing leaders spoke very positively of the contribution that all students on placement 

have been able to make, despite the difficult circumstances. They also made it clear that their focus is on 

ensuring that you have the best possible opportunity to achieve the proficiencies you require to enable 

progression and qualification as planned. We will continue to work together to make this your reality, for as 

many as possible. We are intending that the recent re-scheduling of placements will proceed as planned, 

however we are all very aware that these still could be challenged, should events beyond our control arise 

again.  

Alongside this agreement, there was also a request by Trust colleagues to share the following message with 

you all directly. 

All Trusts have Healthcare Support Worker ‘bank’ opportunities. You can apply for these through NHS 

Professionals. They would welcome your engagement with this, particularly in Trusts where you have recently 

been / or are placed.  

This could provide you with an opportunity to contribute directly to the pandemic response alongside your 

studies and is available to all students on all subject disciplines and all years of study. For those of you with 

the capacity to provide this outside of you programme of study, this would be very welcome. 

In the meantime, please stay safe, work hard and be kind to each other, 

Debra. 

Prof Debra Towse; PVC and Dean Faculty of Medicine Health and Social Care 

 

 


