CANTERBURY CHRIST CHURCH UNIVERSITY

AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAMME

STUDY IN THE USA OR CANADA
Why study in North America?
Time spent abroad as part of a degree programme is generally considered to be an advantage by employers as well as usually being enjoyable in its own right. It develops initiative and flexibility and increases self-confidence. It also strengthens your c.v.

Every American Studies student at CCCU has the opportunity of spending some time in the USA and/or Canada. The possibilities include:
1) the annual Departmental trip of about a week;

2) a semester (in Year Three);

3) a full year in Year Three (as part of a four year degree).

The annual trip

The annual Departmental trip normally takes place during the Easter vacation (March/April) and costs about £500-£600 for a week (including flights, accommodation and airport transfers). Recent trips have included San Francisco (2005), New York (2006) and Washington DC (2007). The trip is publicised in October and payment is due before the trip takes place.

Information about semester/year

All American Studies students are informed about the opportunity for a semester or year in the USA in Year One and again at the beginning of Year Two. Students wishing to apply to study in North America for a semester or year must do so by the end of the spring term (March) of Year Two. The semester or year will begin in late August/ early September at the start of Year Three.

A semester in the USA

A semester in the USA normally lasts 3 months (September-December) and costs approximately £4000, including accommodation, living expenses, books and insurance. Flights are normally on top of this figure. Proof of the £4000 required has to be given as part of the application procedure before a student can be accepted by a university in the USA. The student or his/her parents/sponsors has to provide a bank statement or similar documentation as evidence of the £4000.  A letter from the student loan company is also acceptable.

Tuition fees for the semester are not payable to the US university but the home tuition fee is payable to CCCU. 

A student spending a semester in the USA will need to take the equivalent of 60 credits at Level Three (usually 4 semester-length courses). These should be in the same proportion as their degree studies at CCCU. For example, a single honours American Studies student would take all of his/her courses in the USA in American Studies whereas a student who was combining American Studies with Business Studies equally would take 2 courses in both subjects.
The semester in the USA (Sept-Dec) at Level Three counts as 30% of the student’s degree classification and the semester back at CCCU (Jan-May) also counts as 30%, making 60% for Level Three in total. Level Two counts as 40% of the total. Students who spend a semester in the USA are responsible for securing their own accommodation once they return to CCCU in January.

The year in the USA

A year in the USA takes place at Level Three, before returning to CCCU for a fourth year. The year in the USA (September/May) costs approximately £8000, including accommodation, living expenses, books and insurance. Flights are normally on top of this figure. Proof of the £8000 required has to be given as part of the application procedure (see Information for semester above). Tuition fees are not payable to the US university but half of the domestic tuition fee is payable to CCCU.

A student spending a year in the USA will normally take 120 credits of which at least 60 credits (i.e. 4 semester-length courses) should be at Level Three.

Preference for the year in the USA will be given to single honours American Studies students but combined honours students will be considered for the full year provided that places at partner institutions are available. A single honours student in the USA would normally take 4 courses in semester one and 4 in semester two, all in American Studies. Combined honours students would take the same number of courses but in proportion to their degree combination (e.g. 4 in American Studies, 4 in Business Studies).

The year in the USA counts as 30% of the student’s degree classification at Level Three, and the fourth year also counts as 30% of the degree classification. Level Two counts as 40% of the degree classification.

Assessment during the semester/year

Courses at US institutions tend to involve 3 hours per class each week, ie 12 hours in all, usually in one hour units. Assessment is more continuous in the USA and it is not unusual for there to be weekly tests, quizzes etc as well as a term-paper (essay) and an end of semester exam. The level of work is generally regarded as easier than in the UK but the assessment is more demanding because there is more of it. CCCU students who have spent a semester or year at a US university have said that stamina is needed to cope with the system of continuous assessment in the USA.

The Canadian option

An exchange agreement with the University of Victoria, Vancouver Island, British Columbia, has recently been negotiated which means that it is now possible to spend a semester or year at a university in Canada. The system is similar there except that a student visa is not required for under 6 months stay whereas it is in the USA. A student visa is required for a year’s study, whether in the USA or Canada.

Current exchange agreements

Universities with which we currently have exchange agreements include:

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

North Central College, Chicago (Illinois)

Illinois State University

Arkansas State University

University of Victoria, British Columbia

Others are currently being negotiated, eg with Texas State University and San Francisco University.
Choosing a university

The main criteria in choosing a university in the USA and Canada are:

1) Do you prefer a big campus (eg ISU) or a small campus (eg NCC and UNC)?
2) Which part of North America? Would you prefer Canada, Chicago, the South, the West?

3) Is the course availability at your preferred university good in your subject area (especially in the case of a second subject, combined with American Studies)?
4) Is cost a factor? Flights, accommodation etc are cheaper at some universities than others.

5) Have you checked the websites? This is a good way of getting the feel of a university.

Further Information

If you require any further information about study in the USA or Canada please contact Tony McCulloch (tkm2@canterbury.ac.uk) or the American Studies Office (01227 782607).
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