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Medieval Canterbury Weekend 

 

Welcome 

We are delighted to welcome you to the Medieval Canterbury 

Weekend. Medieval Canterbury was internationally important 

as the site of St Thomas’s shrine and it was on the main 

highway between London and mainland Europe, traversed by 

kings, knights, and merchants. The city is an ideal setting for a 

weekend programme of lectures and guided visits that 

showcase recent research on the Middle Ages, which will be 

readily accessible to everyone and we hope enjoyed by all. 

Thank you for being part of this exciting weekend of events. 

The profits from the sale of this souvenir brochure will be put 

towards the Ian Coulson Memorial Postgraduate Bursary for 

Kent History at Canterbury Christ Church University. 

 

Sheila Sweetinburgh 

Medieval Canterbury Weekend 

 

  

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/postgraduate-poster-competition.aspx


2 
 

 

  

 

Dear Attendees, 

On behalf of the School of Humanities at Canterbury Christ Church 

University and Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library, I would 

like to extend a very warm welcome to you.  From 1
st
 to 3

rd
 April 

2016, historians from across the United Kingdom are coming to 

various venues in our beautiful medieval city in order to share with 

you their passion and enthusiasm for the Middle Ages. 

Our ‘Medieval Canterbury Weekend’ has been two years in 

planning and was the idea of Sheila Sweetinburgh, a leading 

historian of medieval Kent. Sheila and her colleague, Diane Heath, 

have worked tirelessly to bring this event to you. It is largely due to 

their industrious efforts that world-renowned authors and 

broadcasters have agreed to deliver talks shedding light on 

medieval and Tudor history. We are also delighted to welcome 

back to Canterbury as speakers a number of those scholars who 

were involved in events to commemorate Magna Carta’s 800
th
 

anniversary in 2015.  

Leading experts on Canterbury’s past have also given up their time 

to lead guided visits to some of our city’s splendid medieval 

buildings, including Paul Bennett, Karen Brayshaw, and Richard 

Eales. The Medieval Canterbury Weekend team are extremely 

grateful to everyone who has agreed to take part and to our 

sponsors for their financial support. 

Louise Wilkinson, Professor of Medieval History 

Canterbury Christ Church University 
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Dear Attendees, 

Some key members of our cathedral community were much  

involved in initiating this project last year, in collaboration with 

colleagues Canterbury Christ Church University, and we are  

delighted that the Medieval Weekend now looks set to become a 

regular feature in the Canterbury diary! 

The Cathedral welcomes nearly a million visitors and worshippers 

each year. It is, of course, a working church with services each day, 

and it plays key roles in the diocese, and nationally and 

internationally as the Mother Church of the Anglican Communion 

world-wide.  The Cathedral’s new HLF-funded Canterbury Journey 

project will promote a better understanding of the Cathedral’s story 

and its contribution to cultural and Christian heritage. This 

pioneering project will put us at the forefront of caring for historic 

collections in Cathedrals and help us to start connecting with new 

audiences. The key aims of the project are to expand and enrich the 

experience of everyone who makes a Canterbury Journey. 

The Canterbury Medieval Weekend with its hugely impressive 

programme of lectures and visits will undoubtedly be an enjoyable 

and informative time of learning and discovery.  We look forward to 

welcoming you to the Cathedral. 

CHRISTOPHER IRVINE,  

Canon Librarian and Director of Education           
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Programme by Themes 

 

There are five broad themes from which to pick the events you 

would like to attend. The same information is in the timetable. 

Books and Manuscripts 

High culture of the medieval period required being able to write 

and speak Latin. Yet medieval British books and documents often 

also contain Anglo-Norman French, Old and Middle English. Many 

were beautifully illuminated, making them star objects of the 

Middle Ages. 

The Medieval Church 

The Church was the spiritual and ecclesiastical authority of the 

Middle Ages – and frequently clashed with royal power. Traditional 

faith was active and vibrant – people went on pilgrimages, venerated 

holy relics, and prayed for miracles.  

War and Politics 

These were exciting times, a revolution in military tactics and 

technology and yet an emphasis on chivalric values, summed up by 

the Black Prince, Crécy, and the Order of the Garter.  

Kings and Queens 

Royalty meant power and government but weak kings gave 

opportunities to the aristocracy. And how did queens as royal 

mothers, wives, and daughters shape authority? 

Social History 

The ordinary people who survived, even thrived, in extraordinary 

times – haunted by famine, plague, war, death – and taxes. 
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Books and Manuscripts  

 Richard Gameson  

THE GOSPELS OF SAINT AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY 

Date: Friday 1/4/2016 Time: 19.00-20.30  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House,  

Lecture Theatre Og 46   

 Karen Brayshaw  

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL LIBRARY TOURS 

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 10.00-11.00 and 11.30-

12.30  

Canterbury Cathedral The Precincts CT1 2EH  

 Michelle Brown  

EARLY MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS 

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 11.30-12.30  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House,  

Lecture Theatre Og 46   

 Peter Brown  

USES AND ABUSES OF VERNACULAR LITERATURE 1340-1420  

Date: Sunday 3/4/2016 Time: 12.30-13.30  

Kentish Barn, Cathedral Lodge, The Precincts CT1 2EH   

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/richard-gameson,-the-gospels-of-st-augustine-of-canterbury.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/richard-gameson,-the-gospels-of-st-augustine-of-canterbury.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/richard-gameson,-the-gospels-of-st-augustine-of-canterbury.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/richard-gameson,-the-gospels-of-st-augustine-of-canterbury.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/richard-gameson,-the-gospels-of-st-augustine-of-canterbury.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-and-its-books.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-and-its-books.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-and-its-books.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/medieval-horizons.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/medieval-horizons.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/medieval-horizons.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/medieval-horizons.aspx
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The Medieval Church  

 Paul Bennett  

HOW TO READ A MEDIEVAL CHURCH 

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 10.00-11.00  

St Mildred’s, Church Lane, CT1 2PP  

 Paul Bennett  

INVESTIGATING A MEDIEVAL STONE BUILDING: POOR PRIESTS’ HOSPITAL 

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 11.30-12.30  

Canterbury Museum, Stour Street, CT1 2NR   

 Diana Webb  

PILGRIMS OF MEDIEVAL KENT: PLACES AND PEOPLE 

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 15.30-16.30  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House,  

Lecture Theatre Og 32  

 Nicholas Vincent  

BLOOD, BONES AND BECKET’S HEAD:  

THE MEDIEVAL CULT OF RELICS  

Date: Sunday 3/4/2016 Time: 11.00-12.00  

Clagett Auditorium, Cathedral Lodge, 

The Precincts CT1 2EH 

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/how-to-read-a-medieval-church.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/how-to-read-a-medieval-church.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/how-to-read-a-medieval-church.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/how-to-read-a-medieval-church.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/investigating-a-medieval-stone-building.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/investigating-a-medieval-stone-building.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/investigating-a-medieval-stone-building.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/investigating-a-medieval-stone-building.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-pilgrims-of-medieval-kent.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-pilgrims-of-medieval-kent.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-pilgrims-of-medieval-kent.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-pilgrims-of-medieval-kent.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-pilgrims-of-medieval-kent.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/beckets-head.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/beckets-head.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/beckets-head.aspx
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War and Politics  

 Gordon Corrigan 

A REVOLUTION IN MILITARY AFFAIRS: THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR  

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 10.00-11.00  

Christ Church University,  Old Sessions House,  

Lecture Theatre Og 46   

 Richard Eales 

EXPLORING MEDIEVAL CITY DEFENCES  

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 11.30-12.30  

Westgate Towers, Saint Peter’s Place, CT1 2BX  

 David Carpenter 

HENRY III AND SIMON DE MONTFORT  

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 15.30-16.30  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House  

Lecture Theatre Og 46   

 Michael Jones 

THE BLACK PRINCE  

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 17.00-18.00  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House,  

Lecture Theatre Og 46   

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/a%20revolution%20in%20military%20affairs%20-%20the%20hundred%20years%20war.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/a%20revolution%20in%20military%20affairs%20-%20the%20hundred%20years%20war.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/a%20revolution%20in%20military%20affairs%20-%20the%20hundred%20years%20war.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/a%20revolution%20in%20military%20affairs%20-%20the%20hundred%20years%20war.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/a%20revolution%20in%20military%20affairs%20-%20the%20hundred%20years%20war.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/exploring-medieval-city-defences.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/exploring-medieval-city-defences.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/exploring-medieval-city-defences.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/exploring-medieval-city-defences.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/henry-III-and-simon-de-montfort.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/henry-III-and-simon-de-montfort.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/henry-III-and-simon-de-montfort.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/henry-III-and-simon-de-montfort.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/henry-III-and-simon-de-montfort.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-black-prince.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-black-prince.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-black-prince.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-black-prince.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-black-prince.aspx
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Kings and Queens  

 Dan Jones 

THE PLANTAGENETS: THE KINGS WHO MADE ENGLAND  

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 14.00-15.00  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House, Lecture Theatre Og 46  

 Louise Wilkinson 

ENGLAND’S FORGOTTEN PRINCESSES: THE DAUGHTERS OF KING EDWARD I   

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 17.00-18.00  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House, Lecture Theatre Og 32 

 Helen Castor 

SHE-WOLVES: QUEENS AND POWER IN MEDIEVAL AND TUDOR ENGLAND   

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 19.00-20.00  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House, Lecture Theatre Og 46 

 Michael Hicks 

KINGS OF ENGLAND DURING THE WARS OF THE ROSES   

Date: Sunday 3/4/2016 Time: 11.00-12.00  

Kentish Barn, Cathedral Lodge, The Precincts CT1 2EH 

 David Starkey 

HENRY VII: MEDIEVAL, MODERN OR A ONE-OFF?  

Date: Sunday 3/4/2015 Time: 12.30-13.30  

Clagett Auditorium, Cathedral Lodge, The Precincts CT1 2EH 

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-plantagenets-the-kings-who-made-england.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-plantagenets-the-kings-who-made-england.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-plantagenets-the-kings-who-made-england.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-plantagenets-the-kings-who-made-england.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/englands-forgotten-princesses.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/englands-forgotten-princesses.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/she-wolves.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/she-wolves.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/kings-of-england-during-the-wars-of-the-roses.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/henry-VII-medieval-modern-or-a-one-off.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/henry-VII-medieval-modern-or-a-one-off.aspx
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Social History  

 Sheila Sweetinburgh 

EXPLORING AN ANCIENT HOSPITAL 

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 10.00-11.00  

St John’s Hospital, Northgate, CT1 1BG  

 Imogen Corrigan 

THE DREGS OF THE PEOPLE REMAIN: THE BLACK DEATH AND ITS AFTERMATH  

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 14.00-15.00  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House,  

Lecture Theatre 32  

 Carole Rawcliffe  

POKY PIGGES AND STYNKYNG MAKERELES:  

FOOD STANDARDS IN LATER MEDIEVAL ENGLISH TOWNS   

Date: Saturday 2/4/2016 Time: 19.00-20.00  

Christ Church University, Old Sessions House,  

Lecture Theatre Og 32 

 Ian Mortimer 

MEDIEVAL HORIZONS  

Date: Sunday 3/4/2016 Time: 14.30-16.00  

Clagett Auditorium, Cathedral Lodge, The Precincts CT1 2EH  

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/exploring-an-ancient-hospital.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/exploring-an-ancient-hospital.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/exploring-an-ancient-hospital.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/exploring-an-ancient-hospital.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-dregs-of-the-people-remain.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-dregs-of-the-people-remain.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-dregs-of-the-people-remain.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-dregs-of-the-people-remain.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/the-dregs-of-the-people-remain.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/poky-pigges.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/poky-pigges.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/poky-pigges.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/vernacular-literature.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/vernacular-literature.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/vernacular-literature.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/vernacular-literature.aspx
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Timetable 

 

Friday 1
st

 April, 2016  

Session 1: 19.00  –  20.30 

Richard Gameson  

THE GOSPELS OF ST AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY 

Old Sessions Og46 

Saturday 2
nd

 April, 2016  

Session 2: 10.00  –  11.00 

Gordon Corrigan  

A REVOLUTION IN MILITARY AFFAIRS: THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR 

Old Sessions Og46 

 

Paul Bennett 

HOW TO READ A MEDIEVAL CHURCH 

St Mildred’s Church Canterbury 

 

Sheila Sweetinburgh 

EXPLORING AN ANCIENT HOSPITAL 

St John’s Hospital Canterbury  

Karen Brayshaw 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL LIBRARY TREASURES GUIDED TOUR  

Canterbury Cathedral Library 
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Session 3: 11.30  –  12.30 

Paul Bennett 

INVESTIGATING A MEDIEVAL STONE BUILDING 

Poor Priests’ Hospital 

 

Karen Brayshaw 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL LIBRARY TREASURES GUIDED TOUR  

Canterbury Cathedral Library 

 

Richard Eales 

EXPLORING MEDIEVAL CITY DEFENCES  

Westgate Towers Canterbury 

 

Michelle Brown 

CANTERBURY AND ITS BOOKS 

Old Sessions Og46 

  

Session 4: 14.00  –  15.00 

Dan Jones 

THE PLANTAGENETS: THE KINGS WHO MADE ENGLAND 

Old Sessions Og46 

 

Imogen Corrigan  

‘THE DREGS OF THE PEOPLE REMAIN’: THE BLACK DEATH AND ITS AFTERMATH 

Old Sessions Og32 
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Session 5: 15.30 - 16.30 

Diana Webb 

PILGRIMS OF MEDIEVAL KENT: PLACES AND PEOPLE 

Old Sessions Og32     

 

David Carpenter 

HENRY III AND SIMON DE MONTFORT 

Old Sessions Og46  

Session 6: 17.00  –  18.00 

Michael Jones 

THE BLACK PRINCE 

Old Sessions Og46 

 

Louise Wilkinson 

ENGLAND’S FORGOTTEN PRINCESSES: THE DAUGHTERS OF KING EDWARD I 

Old Sessions Og32 

Session 7: 19.00  –  20.00 

Carole Rawcliffe  

‘POXY PIGGES AND STYNKYNG MAKERELES’ 

Old Sessions Og32 

  

Helen Castor 

SHE-WOLVES: QUEENS AND POWER IN MEDIEVAL AND TUDOR ENGLAND 

Old Sessions Og46 
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Sunday 3
rd

 April, 2016  

Session 8: 11.00  –  12.00 

Nicholas Vincent 

BLOOD, BONES AND BECKET’S HEAD: THE MEDIEVAL CULT OF RELICS 

Clagett Auditorium, Cathedral Lodge    

 

Michael Hicks  

KINGS OF ENGLAND DURING THE WARS OF THE ROSES 

Kentish Barn, Cathedral Lodge 

 

Session 9: 12.30 – 13.30 

Peter Brown 

THE USES AND ABUSES OF VERNACULAR LITERATURE, 1340–1420 

Kentish Barn, Cathedral Lodge 

 

David Starkey 

HENRY VII: MEDIEVAL, MODERN OR A ONE-OFF  

Clagett Auditorium, Cathedral Lodge 

Session 10: 14.30 – 16.00 

Ian Mortimer 

MEDIEVAL HORIZONS 

Clagett Auditorium, Cathedral Lodge 
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About the Speakers and their talks 

 

Books and 

Manuscripts  

Karen Brayshaw 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL LIBRARY TREASURES 

Karen Brayshaw is the Canterbury Cathedral 

Librarian. She has a special interest in book 

culture having a MA in Medieval Studies from 

the University of Kent and her librarianship qualification through 

Aberystwyth University. She is involved in joint teaching of ‘The 

History of the Book’ to undergraduates and postgraduates at the 

University of Kent, and has organised a number of master classes 

on items from the Cathedral’s collections for students on the MA 

in Medieval and Early Modern Studies at Kent. 

Karen will give 2 guided tours of the ‘Canterbury Cathedral Library 

Treasures’ focusing on the Library’s medieval books. This is a great 

opportunity to see some of the fantastic items in the Library’s 

collections because books have played an important role in the 

life of the Cathedral community since the time of St Augustine. A 

series of donations have formed the core of the holdings now in 

the Cathedral Library from the Reformation. The collections are 

particularly rich in books that cover topics on church history, older 

theology, national and local history, travel, natural science, 

medicine, and the anti-slavery movement. 

 

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/canterbury-cathedral-library-treasures-guided-tour.aspx
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Michelle Brown  

EARLY MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS 

Michelle Brown is a Visiting Professor at 

University College London and Baylor University 

(Texas). She was formerly Curator of 

Illuminated Manuscripts at the British Library 

and a Lay Canon and Chapter Member of St Paul's Cathedral. She 

has been a historical consultant and on-screen expert on several 

radio and television programmes. She has published on the 

Lindisfarne Gospels, the Lutterell Psalter, the Holkham Bible, and 

how to understand Illuminated Manuscripts. 

Michelle’s talk will examine what the manuscripts (from charters 

to impressive illuminated books) associated with Canterbury, 

c.600-900, can tell us about the role played by the city in the 

formation of early Anglo-Saxon culture and history. During this 

period Canterbury was one of the foremost monastic centres, the 

scriptoria at the cathedral and St Augustine’s Abbey outside the 

walls responsible for some magnificent manuscripts as well many 

more workmanlike documents, but these, too, can tell us much 

about the lives of the Anglo-Saxons. 

 

Peter Brown  

USES AND ABUSES OF VERNACULAR LITERATURE  

Peter Brown is Professor of Medieval English 

Literature at the University of Kent, where he 

has twice been head of the School of English. 

He was also the founder director of the Canterbury Centre for 

Medieval and Tudor (now Early Modern) Studies. He has 

previously taught at the Universities of Exeter; California, Los 

Angeles; Connecticut; and at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
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State University, where he was a Fulbright Scholar. He has 

lectured extensively in North America, New Zealand and Europe. 

Canterbury-based literary research in the medieval period can lead 

in some surprising directions. A monk of St Augustine’s, Michael 

of Northgate, recognised the importance of translation for 

promoting lay piety and rendered the French Somme le Roi, a 

treatise on sin and salvation by Laurent d’Orléans, into Kentish 

dialect in c.1340. Fellow Benedictines at Christ Church appear to 

have had different literary interests: they obtained and read 

secular literature in English, including works written by Geoffrey 

Chaucer and Thomas Hoccleve, and adapted them for rather 

more material ends. A redaction of Hoccleve’s lively poem on his 

dissolute lifestyle – La Male Regle – still survives in Canterbury 

Cathedral Archives and is one of only two extant copies. 

Peter’s recent publications include: Reading Chaucer (Peter Lang, 

2013); Reading Chaucer (Peter Lang, 2013); Geoffrey Chaucer, 

Authors in Context (OUP, 2011); and ‘Chaucer and Shakespeare: 

The Case of the Merchant’s Tale’, Chaucer Review (2013) 

 

Richard Gameson  

THE GOSPELS OF SAINT AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY 

Richard Gameson specialises in the history of 

the book from Antiquity to the Renaissance, 

and in medieval art. He has published more 

than eighty studies on medieval manuscripts, book collections, art 

and cultural history, including Augustine of Canterbury and the 

Conversion of England (1999), The Earliest Books of Canterbury 

Cathedral (2008), Manuscript Treasures of Durham Cathedral 

(2010), and The Cambridge History of the Book in Britain volume 

I: c. 400-1100 (2012). He is currently completing a catalogue of 

the medieval manuscripts of Trinity College, Oxford, and is 
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embarking upon a catalogue of the manuscript collection of 

Durham Cathedral. 

Richard’s lecture will focus on Corpus Christ College, Cambridge, 

manuscript CCCC: MS 286, which is a late sixth-century copy of 

the four gospels produced in Italy and believed to have been 

brought by St Augustine to Canterbury when he came to 

(re)christianise the kings in England and their peoples. The 

‘conversion’ narrative at the behest of Pope Gregory in 597 is 

open to interpretation, but what is apparent is the quality of this 

ancient and precious book that is still used within the ceremony 

enacted at each archiepiscopal enthronement in Canterbury. This 

magnificent manuscript was kept at St Augustine’s Abbey 

throughout the medieval period and was so precious that it was 

seen as a relic in its own right through its link to St Augustine and 

its artistic quality. Such a manuscript is thus a fitting topic to 

begin this Medieval Weekend at Canterbury. 
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The Medieval 

Church  

 

Paul Bennett  

HOW TO READ A MEDIEVAL CHURCH 

As the Director of Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 

Dr Paul Bennett has overseen numerous 

archaeological excavations both in this country 

and abroad. In addition to his main interest of archaeology in Kent, 

he is an expert in classical Libyan civilisation, having worked as an 

archaeologist in the country over several decades. He has an 

encyclopaedic knowledge regarding Canterbury’s archaeology and 

history, and his passion for the subject has inspired professionals 

and amateurs alike. 

The guided tour on ‘How to read a medieval church’ will explore St 

Mildred’s Church in Canterbury which is located by the city wall 

and next to Canterbury Castle. This gem of a medieval parish 

church has its roots in the eleventh century, and it may have 

housed some of the relics of St Mildred at the time of King Cnut, 

after the monks at St Augustine’s Abbey brought her relics from 

Minster in Thanet to their abbey church in Canterbury. In addition 

to fabric from this Anglo-Saxon period, the building contains 

materials and features from throughout the Middle Ages, including 

a newly-exposed crown post nave roof. Dr Paul Bennett will guide 

visitors around the outside and inside of the church to demonstrate 

what to look for and how to reconstruct the development of 

medieval church building. 

Paul’s second guided tour ‘Investigating a medieval stone building’, 

in this case Canterbury’s Poor Priests’ Hospital, will offer 

participants a master class in how to look for clues to understand 
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how this building developed from c.1200 until the end of the 

Middle Ages. Dr Bennett has undertaken archaeological excavations 

on parts of the building, and has written articles about its 

development including an understanding of how the orientation of 

the great hall was changed radically in the post-Black Death period. 

Nicholas Vincent 

BLOOD, BONES AND BECKET’S HEAD: THE MEDIEVAL 

CULT OF RELICS  

Nicholas Vincent has published a dozen books 

and some hundred academic articles on various 

aspects of English and European history in the 12th and 13th 

centuries, having arrived at Norwich via Oxford, Cambridge, Paris, 

and Canterbury. He is currently finishing an edition of the charters 

of the Plantagenet kings and queens from Henry II to King John, 

and leads a major project researching the background to Magna 

Carta. He is a Fellow of the British Academy. 

When Archbishop Thomas Becket was murdered in his own 

cathedral on a dark late December evening in 1170, the frightened 

monks had no idea just how important, and, indeed valuable, this 

event would be in the community’s history. However fifty years later 

after the rebuilding of the choir, and the construction of the Trinity 

Chapel, Corona Chapel and the saint’s magnificent new shrine, the 

monastic community probably had a far better idea of the worth of 

their saintly archbishop. The lecture will explore the cultural value 

placed on relics by medieval people, using St Thomas of Canterbury 

as a good example of this intriguing phenomenon. 

Nicholas’s books and articles include: Magna Carta: The 

Foundation of Freedom 1215-2015 (Third Millennium Publishing 

Ltd, 2015); Magna Carta: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford 

University Press (2012); and ‘Beyond Becket : King Henry II and the 
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Papacy (1154-1189)’ in Pope Alexander III (1159–81): The Art of 

Survival (Ashgate, 2012), pp. 257-300. 

Diana Webb  

PILGRIMS OF MEDIEVAL KENT: PLACES AND PEOPLE 

Diana Webb was Senior Lecturer in History at Kings 

College London until her retirement in 2006. She 

has published six books, on medieval pilgrimage, 

on saints’ cults in medieval Italy, and on solitude and privacy in the 

middle ages, and contributed the article on Pilgrimage to the 

Historical Atlas of Kent. She has lived for over forty years in 

Maidstone and is a member of the Kent Archaeological Society. 

To think of Kent and pilgrimage is almost invariably to think of the 

shrine of Thomas Becket and its power to attract pilgrims from all 

over the British Isles and beyond. Yet the bedrock of pilgrimage 

everywhere in Europe was a local clientele, and there were many 

Kentish pilgrims among Becket’s customers. In addition there were 

saints in Kent both before and after Becket and insofar as we have 

any record of pilgrimage to their shrines we can see that their clients 

too were mostly from close at hand. By contrast, just as pilgrims 

from (say) Yorkshire came to Canterbury to Becket's shrine, so a few 

well-publicised shrines elsewhere in England – Simon de Montfort at 

Evesham, Thomas Cantilupe at Hereford, Henry VI at Windsor – 

attracted pilgrims from Kent. The evidence is far too patchy and 

discontinuous to permit the constructions of a systematic geography 

or prosopography of Kentish pilgrims and pilgrimage, but we can 

obtain some glimpses of a landscape and the pilgrims who 

populated it. 

Diana’s books include: Pilgrimage in Medieval England (Hambledon, 

2000) and Medieval European Pilgrimage (Palgrave, 2002). 
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War and Politics  

 

David Carpenter 

HENRY III AND SIMON DE MONTFORT  

David Carpenter is a leading authority on the 

history of Britain in the central middle ages. A 

professor at King’s College London since 1988, 

he is currently a Co-investigator on the AHRC ‘Magna Carta 

Project’ and on the committee of the Pipe Roll Society. 

The conflict between Henry III and his brother-in-law Simon de 

Montfort in the 1260s is an important period in English history. 

The battles of Lewes and Evesham saw first the eclipse of the 

royalists, Montfort becoming de facto England’s ruler, before the 

total reversal at Evesham where his forces were defeated and 

scattered, and Montfort’s body was horribly mutilated. Yet Simon 

had married Eleanor, Henry III’s sister, and relations between King 

Henry and Montfort were cordial at first. Montfort received the 

Earldom of Leicester and he also acted as the king’s counsellor. 

The period is also remembered for the beginnings of 

Parliamentary elections. 

David’s publications include The Battles of Lewes and Evesham 

(1987); The Reign of Henry III (1996); The Struggle for Mastery: 

Britain 1066-1284: The Penguin History of Britain (2003, 

paperback 2004); and ‘Archbishop Langton and Magna Carta: his 

contribution, his doubts and his hypocrisy’, English Historical 

Review, cxxvi (2011), 1042-1065 
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Gordon Corrigan  

A REVOLUTION IN MILITARY AFFAIRS: THE HUNDRED 

YEARS’ WAR  

Major Gordon Corrigan MBE was 

commissioned from the Royal Military Academy 

Sandhurst in 1962 and was an officer of the permanent cadre of 

the Royal Gurkha Rifles before leaving the army in 1998. His last 

posting was as Commanding Officer of the Gurkha Centre, 

training recruits for the Brigade of Gurkhas and running courses 

for the Brigade. He is now a professional historian. Gordon is the 

author of numerous military history books including several on 

Wellington and both World Wars. His most recent books are: A 

Great and Glorious Adventure – A Military History of the Hundred 

Years War (Atlantic Books 2013) and Waterloo – A New History 

of the Battle and its Armies (Atlantic Books 2014). His television 

appearances include The Gurkhas, Napoleon’s Waterloo and 

Battlefield Detectives, and so far he has presented five series on 

various aspects of military history. He has lectured in the United 

States and Canada and is an Honorary Research Fellow of the 

Universities of Birmingham and Kent. 

Gordon’s lecture on The Hundred Years’ War focuses on a 

revolution in the English way of waging war, a revolution so 

profound that it enabled tiny English armies consistently to beat 

far larger European ones and left a legacy that is relevant to this 

day. The revolution was based on three legs: a professional army; 

the use of technology as a force multiplier; and the realisation 

that trained, disciplined infantry could see off any number of 

armoured mounted knights, hitherto and for centuries the 

arbiters of success in battle. 
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Richard Eales 

EXPLORING MEDIEVAL CITY DEFENCES 

Richard Eales is an expert on castles and 

medieval defences more widely. Looking at 

Kent castles, he has made a particular study of 

the royal castles of Canterbury, Rochester and Dover, as well as 

matters of lordship and patronage linked to castle guard and 

other issues regarding their construction and maintenance. He 

has lectured on medieval history at the University of Kent, where 

he was for several years Head of History, and latterly at 

Canterbury Christ Church University. 

Richard’s guided tour ‘Exploring medieval city defences’ will 

concentrate on Canterbury’s only surviving medieval gateway, the 

Westgate Towers. This building at the entrance to the city on the 

road from London was rebuilt in its present form c.1380 under 

the auspices of Archbishop Sudbury, who would soon meet his 

end at the hands of those involved in the Peasants’ Revolt of 

1381. Richard Eales will guide participants around the Towers to 

show them the important innovations incorporated into the 

gate’s design, and how useful or otherwise the structure would 

have been in times of war, whether foreign invaders or revolting 

peasants. 

 

Michael Jones 

THE BLACK PRINCE 

Michael Jones gained a PhD in military history 

at Bristol University and subsequently taught at 

the University of South West England, the 

University of Glasgow and Winchester College. He works freelance 

as a writer, presenter and battlefield tour guide. His first book, 

The King’s Mother, was shortlisted for the Whitfield Prize. He is a 
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Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and a member of the British 

Commission for Military History. Michael Jones’ particular interest 

is in battle psychology, and the role of morale and inspirational 

leadership in situations of military crisis. Michael was historical 

adviser for the recent History Channel series Warriors and Russia 

Today’s TV documentaries on World War Two’s Eastern Front. 

The eldest son of Edward III, the Black Prince (a title not used until 

after his death) is best known for his military exploits, especially 

his role at the battle of Crecy when he was only sixteen, and in 

1356 his success at the battle of Poitiers that included the capture 

of the French king. He spent much of his adult life in France, 

having been created prince of Aquitaine and Gascony by Edward 

III, but he also fought in Spain. He died before his father and thus 

was never king and was buried in Canterbury Cathedral. A 

complex figure, he is remembered for his military brilliance but 

also for his massacre of 3,000 inhabitants of Limoges after he 

took the city. 

Michael’s book, The Black Prince (London: Head of Zeus, 2016) is 

due out in September. 
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Kings and Queens 

 

 

Helen Castor 

SHE-WOLVES: QUEENS AND POWER IN MEDIEVAL AND 

TUDOR ENGLAND 

Helen Castor is a historian of medieval England 

and a Fellow of Sidney Sussex College. She 

directed studies in History at Sidney for eight years before 

deciding to concentrate on writing history for a wider readership. 

Her book on the Paston family Blood and Roses, was awarded the 

Beatrice White Prize (for outstandingly scholarly work in the field 

of English Literature before 1590) by the English Association in 

2006. Her book: She-Wolves: The Women Who Ruled England 

Before Elizabeth was published in 2010. 

Four hundred years before Edward VI’s death, Matilda, daughter 

of Henry I and granddaughter of William the Conqueror, came 

tantalisingly close to securing the crown for herself. And between 

the twelfth and fifteenth centuries three more exceptional 

women, Eleanor of Aquitaine, Isabella of France, and Margaret of 

Anjou discovered how much was possible if presumptions of male 

rule were not confronted so explicitly  –  and just how quickly they 

might be vilified as ‘she-wolves’ for their pains. The stories of 

these women expose the paradox which the female heirs to the 

Tudor throne had no choice but to negotiate. Man was the head 

of woman, and the king was the head of all. How, then, could 

royal power lie in female hands? Helen will explore this 

conundrum in her lecture. 
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Michael Hicks  

KINGS OF ENGLAND DURING THE WARS OF THE ROSES 

Professor Michael Hicks is an expert on the Wars of 

the Roses and he has written numerous books and 

articles on topics relating to this period in English history. Among 

these works are biographies of all the Yorkist kings, as well as 

other royal and aristocratic figures who were prominent persons 

at the time. He has lectured extensively on late medieval England 

and, in addition to the national picture, he has worked on 

regional studies, especially the southern counties. Until his 

retirement, he was Head of History at the University of 

Winchester. 

England during the Wars of the Roses (1450-1500) was an almost 

ungovernable realm, nowhere more intractable than Kent. For 

among the events that took place in the county were several 

rebellions including Jack Cade’s Revolt in 1450, the Fauconberg 

Rising of 1471 and Buckingham’s Rebellion in 1483, thereby 

bringing these different rebel bands into conflict with first Henry 

VI’s government, and then those of Edward IV and Richard III, 

respectively. This lecture looks at how five kings of very different 

abilities shaped up to their appalling responsibilities and also how 

their queens contributed to this turbulent period in England’s 

history. 

Michael’s publications include: The Wars of the Roses (Yale 

University Press, 2010); Edward V (The History Press, 2007); 

Edward IV (Hodder Education, 2004); The Wars of the Roses 

(Osprey Essential Histories, 2003); Richard III (The History Press, 

2000); and Warwick the Kingmaker (Wiley-Blackwell, 1998) 
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Dan Jones 

THE PLANTAGENETS: THE KINGS WHO MADE ENGLAND 

Dan Jones is a journalist and historian. He has 

been working on a TV programme for BBC Four 

and on a history of the Wars of the Roses. One of 

his recent books The Plantagenets (William Collins, 2013) became a 

New York Times bestseller. His work on the Plantagenets has also 

been the subject of a four-part Channel 5 production called Britain’s 

Bloodiest Dynasty: The Plantagenets. Dan has also contributed 

articles to the BBC History Magazine and History Today. 

They have long been ignored in favour of the Tudors and Victorians yet 

the Plantagenet dynasty transformed England's laws, language, 

boundaries, culture, economy and mythology. Dan will explain how a 

family supposedly descended from the devil laid the foundations of 

England as we know it today. For this family over eight generations 

produced the greatest and worst kings and queens that this country 

has ever seen – from the White Ship to the Lionheart, bad King John 

to the Black Prince and John of Gaunt – this is the dynasty that 

invented England as we still know it today – great history to appeal to 

readers of Ken Follet, Bernard Cornwell, Tom Holland. Moreover, 

England’s greatest royal dynasty, the Plantagenets, saw England 

emerge from the ‘Dark Ages’ to become a highly organised kingdom 

that spanned a vast expanse of Europe. Plantagenet rule saw the 

establishment of laws and creation of artworks, monuments and 

tombs which survive to this day, and continue to speak of their 

sophistication, brutality and secrets.  

Dan’s books include: Magna Carta: The Making And Legacy Of The 

Great Charter (London, Head of Zeus, 2014); The Hollow Crown: 

The Wars of the Roses and the Rise of the Tudors (London, 2014); 

andThe Plantagenets: The Kings Who Made Britain (London, 

HarperPress, 2012); and Summer of Blood: The Peasants’ Revolt of 

1381 (London, HarperPress, 2009). 
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David Starkey 

HENRY VII: MEDIEVAL, MODERN OR A ONE-OFF 

Dr David Starkey CBE FSA FRHistS is a British 

constitutional historian and a radio and television 

presenter. He studied at Cambridge University where he specialised in 

Tudor history, writing a thesis on Henry VIII’s household. From 

Cambridge he moved to the London School of Economics, where he 

was a Lecturer in History until 1998. David is a well-known radio and 

television personality, first appearing on television in 1977. Recently 

David has made frequent appearances on ‘Question Time’, where he 

has been a controversial figure. He has presented a number of history 

documentaries, has written several books on the Tudors, and most 

recently has been lecturing on the long-term importance of Magna 

Carta. 

In 1485 at the Battle of Bosworth Richard III was killed and Henry was 

crowned King Henry VII at the top of Crown Hill. Having secured 

parliamentary recognition of his title as King of England he married 

Elizabeth of York thus uniting the House of Lancaster and the House of 

York. He adopted the Tudor rose as the emblem of England, 

combining the white rose of York with the red rose of Lancaster to 

symbolise an end to the dynastic war. Nevertheless, Henry VII’s grip on 

power was far from secure. His claim to the throne was shaky and he 

was plagued by plots and conspiracies during the early years of his 

reign. In response he rebuilt the royal finances by avoiding war, 

promoting trade and enforcing royal taxes to the point of ruthlessness. 

He also began a reformation of royal administration through such 

measures as special courts and councils to deal with judicial matters, 

and his administration entrusted the justices of the peace with more 

powers. As a result Henry VII is generally considered to have 

significantly increased the power of the king and paved the way for a 

more centralised Tudor state. This lecture will re-appraise Henry VII and 

his reign to examine just what sort of monarch he really was. 
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 Louise Wilkinson 

ENGLAND’S FORGOTTEN PRINCESSES: THE DAUGHTERS OF 

KING EDWARD I  

Professor Wilkinson’s current research focuses on 

women and their involvement in thirteenth-century 

political life. She is joint general editor of the Pipe Roll Society (with 

Dr Paul Dryburgh) and a co-director of the AHRC-funded Henry III 

Fine Rolls Project (based at King’s College London and The National 

Archives) and of the AHRC-funded Magna Carta Project (based at the 

University of East Anglia, the University of Oxford, King’s College 

London and the British Library). Louise’s latest book is a biography of 

Eleanor de Montfort, the wife of Simon de Montfort and sister of 

Henry III. 

King Edward I is remembered as the controversial English king who 

conquered Wales and waged a bitter war against the Scots. Yet he 

was also the devoted father of five daughters by his first wife, 

Eleanor of Castile: Eleanor, countess of Bar; Joan, countess of 

Gloucester; Margaret, duchess of Brabant; Mary, a nun at Amesbury; 

and Elizabeth, countess of Holland. Drawing on a mass of material 

from the surviving household and wardrobe accounts held at the 

National Archives, this talk examines the vibrant lives of these 

forgotten princesses, their Canterbury connections, and their pivotal 

role at their father’s court. 

Louise’s publications include: The growth of royal government under 

King Henry II, editor with David Crook (Woodbridge, 2015); Eleanor 

de Montfort: A rebel countess in medieval England (Continuum, 

2012); Women in thirteenth-century Lincolnshire (Woodbridge: 

Boydell for the Royal Historical Society, Studies in History, 2007). 

 

 

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/englands-forgotten-princesses.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/englands-forgotten-princesses.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/englands-forgotten-princesses.aspx
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Social History  

 

 

 

Imogen Corrigan  

‘THE DREGS OF THE PEOPLE REMAIN’:  

THE BLACK DEATH AND ITS AFTERMATH  

Imogen Corrigan spent twenty years in the 

British Army, retiring in the rank of Major. 

Having rekindled her interest in medieval history, she gained a 

first class honours degree in History at Kent. She is currently 

studying for her doctorate at the University of Birmingham, 

exploring the cultural history of foliate heads (‘the Green Man’) in 

the Middle Ages. She is a highly experienced freelance lecturer on 

a wide range of medieval social and cultural topics for NADFAS 

and other agencies, as well as running lecture tours and lecturing 

on expedition ships across Europe. 

It is possible to see a shift in artistic tastes following the plague 

years which began in the mid fourteenth century. This is 

understandable since we now know that perhaps 50% of the 

population of Europe and beyond perished in the first wave and 

that major outbreaks of the disease recurred about once a decade 

over the next 130 years. This lecture investigates how individuals 

and communities sought to find explanations while remarkably 

carrying on with daily life. There was a distinct increase in interest 

in the macabre, but also in explorations of what would happen in 

the next life; some of it surprisingly optimistic.   
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Ian Mortimer 

MEDIEVAL HORIZONS 

Ian Mortimer's latest book, Centuries of Change: 

which century saw the most change and why it 

matters to us (Bodley Head, 2014), is an 

overview of fifty major changes in the west over the last 

millennium. He is best known for his 2008 work, The Time 

Traveller’s Guide to Medieval England, which has now sold over a 

third of a million copies in English – and more in translation, 

including German, Russian, Chinese and Japanese. He has written 

nine other history books in addition to these two, presented a 

BBC2 series based on his Time Traveller’s Guide to Elizabethan 

England, and published about two dozen research articles in the 

academic press and about seventy articles and reviews in 

magazines and newspapers. He has PhD and DLitt degrees from 

Exeter University, is a qualified archivist, and has worked for the 

universities of Exeter and Reading, Devon Record Office, and the 

Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts. 

Most modern people have difficulty distinguishing social change 

from technological development. Even those familiar with the 

range of medieval technological achievements tend to look at the 

modern world as experiencing greater change due to the ever-

increasing numbers of new inventions. But this is ultimately a very 

present-centric way to discuss the Middle Ages. If we think of 

society a different way, in terms of the geographic, cultural and 

spiritual horizons of the people, we can develop a very different 

picture of change. Not only do actual horizons broaden from the 

local to the global over the period 1000 – 1600, metaphorical ones 

do too. For instance, the speed at which you could travel changed, 

as did why you might do so, and how far and how safely you could 

journey away from home. What animals existed, how the flora and 

fauna of Creation correlated with Mankind’s needs, and indeed the 
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whole spiritual horizon of society shifted considerably. The 

‘horizons’ of perception also altered, with the advent of lenses and 

glass mirrors, as did the ‘horizons’ of cultural exchange, largely 

reflected in the development of marketplaces. By 1600, most of the 

essential shifts of perception and thinking necessary for the 

development of the modern, secular world were in place. Hence 

the real ‘centuries of change’ were those prior to 1600, not 

subsequently.  

Ian’s books include: Time Traveller’s Guide to Medieval England; 

Time Traveller’s Guide to Elizabethan England; Centuries of Change; 

The Perfect King: the Life of Edward III. 

 

Carole Rawcliffe  

POKY PIGGES AND STYNKYNG MAKERELES:  

FOOD STANDARDS IN LATER MEDIEVAL ENGLISH TOWNS  

Carole Rawcliffe is Professor of Medieval History 

at the University of East Anglia. Her research 

focuses upon the theory and practice of medicine in medieval 

England, with particular emphasis upon hospitals, the 

interconnection between healing and religion, and urban health. 

Carole has written extensively on medieval medical provision, these 

include Medicine & Society in Later Medieval England (1995) and 

Leprosy in Medieval England (2006). She has recently published a 

study on concepts of health and welfare in urban society before the 

Reformation entitled Urban Bodies: Communal Health in Late 

Medieval English Towns and Cities (Boydell, 2013). 

The ‘Victorian’ view of pre-modern health, or more accurately the 

lack of it, remains influential. There is still a widespread assumption 

that medieval men and women smothered their meat and fish with 

spices in order to conceal the stench of decay, and rarely consumed 

anything that was fresh or wholesome. The problems facing a 

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/poky-pigges.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/poky-pigges.aspx
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/medieval-canterbury-weekend/poky-pigges.aspx
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society that lacked refrigeration, the means of transporting food 

rapidly from producer to consumer and, of course, the microscope, 

should not be underestimated. But nor should we assume that 

medieval Englishmen and women were indifferent to the quality of 

what they ate, or unaware of the dangers posed by contamination. 

On the contrary, the profusion of evidence in national and urban 

archives of attempts to regulate markets and victuallers, and the 

growing number of vernacular texts devoted to dietary health 

would suggest that food standards were something of a late 

medieval obsession. In some respects, such as the insistence that 

bulls should be baited before slaughter, ideas about what actually 

constituted a threat to survival were very different to our own, yet 

they were no less logical, being based upon what then appeared to 

be sound physiological principles. 

 

Sheila Sweetinburgh 

EXPLORING AN ANCIENT HOSPITAL 

Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh has published widely 

on medieval and early modern social history. 

Her book on English medieval hospitals looks in 

particular at the hospitals of Sandwich, Dover, 

and Canterbury. Her numerous articles use case studies from Kent 

and range from late medieval pilgrimage and piety to urban 

drama and civic identity. Sheila is particularly interested in 

medieval towns and their townspeople. 

Sheila’s guided tour on ‘Exploring an ancient hospital’ will take 

visitors back in time to explore St John’s Hospital which was 

founded in c.1080 by Archbishop Lanfranc. Some of the buildings 

date from this initial construction, including the toilet block that 

only went out of use in the 1940s. As well as this original stone 

building, visitors will be shown the chapel and Elizabethan 

refectory in which are housed artefacts and features from the 

hospital’s medieval past. This magnificent institution is rarely open 
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to the public and this guided tour offers a great opportunity to 

investigate one of Canterbury’s hidden medieval gems. 

Sheila’s publications include: ‘Placing the hospital: the production 

of St Lawrence’s Hospital registers in fifteenth-century 

Canterbury’, in L. Clark (ed.), The Fifteenth Century, XIII 

(Woodbridge, 2014); The Role of the Hospital in Medieval 

England: Gift-giving and the Spiritual Economy (Dublin: Four 

Courts Press, 2004); Later Medieval Kent, c.1220 – 1540, Kent 

History series, (Woodbridge: Boydell, 2010) editor and author of 

two chapters ‘The Hospitals of Medieval Kent’ and ‘Kentish 

Towns: Urban Culture and the Church in the Later Middle Ages’; 

Early Medieval Kent, c.800 – 1220 (Woodbridge: Boydell, June 

2016), also as editor. 
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Ian Coulson Memorial Postgraduate 

Scholarship for Kent History 

This scholarship is being set up to provide 

funding for postgraduate studies in Kent 

history at the Canterbury Christ Church 

University Centre for Research in Kent History 

and Archaeology as a legacy of the Medieval 

Canterbury Weekend and our way of paying 

tribute to Ian.  

His untimely death in December 2015 robbed 

Kent of a colossus in education, from primary schoolchildren to 

adults of every age and background. For Ian wanted to share his 

passion for history and archaeology with everyone he met. He came 

in contact with many people as a teacher and an education advisor. 

He was a member of several high-profile projects, including the 

Dover Bronze Age Boat and ‘A Town Unearthed’, a Heritage Lottery 

funded project involving Canterbury Christ Church University, 

Canterbury Archaeological Trust, and most importantly the people of 

Folkestone. Ian was also involved from an early stage in the Kent 

History Project, becoming General Editor in 2001. This project will 

comprise ten volumes covering the county’s past from prehistory to 

the twentieth century. Ian was President of Kent Archaeological 

Society (KAS) at the time of his death, and he saw the Medieval 

Canterbury Weekend as something that KAS should support, 

consequently it is fitting that the Society is indeed one of its 

sponsors.  

It is difficult to sum up Ian’s approach but his enthusiastic 

engagement and his desire to teach well-researched history by 

explaining the complex simply without losing either the audience or 

the subtly of the topic were his hallmarks. He is sorely missed.  
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