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The Diversity Calendar 2012 is a new interactive resource at CCCU, intended to assist with 

academic planning around religious festivals and holidays. We also hope that it will also 

help to raise awareness of equality and diversity issues and important dates. You can click 

on events for more information. 

 

The BBC Religion Tool has been used for dates of religious holidaysñmore information 

about the Religions and Beliefs covered in this calendar can be found at:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/ 

 

If you would like to contribute an event or have additional dates which you believe should 

be added, please email equality-and-diversity@canterbury.ac.uk  

 

Unless otherwise stated, images are from the CCCU image bank. We would like to thank the 

staff and students who photographs have featured in this calendar.  
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Chinese New Year, January 23 2012 

Chinese New Year is the longest and most important celebration in the Chinese  

calendar. The Chinese year 4710 begins on Jan. 23, 2012. Chinese months are  

governed by the lunar calendar, with each month beginning on the darkest day. 

New Year festivities traditionally start on the first day of the month and continue 

until the fifteenth, when the moon is brightest. In China, people may take weeks of 

holiday from work to prepare for and celebrate the New Year.  

 

According to Legend, Buddha asked all the animals to meet him on Chinese New 

Yearñ only twelve came and so Buddha named a year after each one, and  

pronounced that people born in the year of each animal would have some of that 

animalõs personality.  Those born in dragon years  are innovative, brave and  

passionate. 

 

At Chinese New Year celebrations people wear red clothes, decorate with poems on 

red paper, and give children "lucky money" in red envelopes. Red symbolizes fire, 

which according to legend can drive away bad luck. The fireworks that shower the 

festivities are rooted in a similar ancient custom. Long ago, people in China lit  

bamboo stalks, believing that the crackling flames would frighten evil spirits.  

 

The lantern festival is held on the fifteenth day of the first lunar month. Some of the 

lanterns may be works of art, painted with birds, animals, flowers, zodiac signs, and 

scenes from legend and history. People hang glowing lanterns in  

temples, and carry lanterns to an evening parade under the light of the full moon.  

A key part of the lantern festival is the dragon dance. The dragon ñwhich might 

stretch a hundred feet long ñis typically made of silk, paper, and bamboo.  

Traditionally the dragon is held aloft by young men who dance as they guide the 

colourful beast through the streets.  

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/chinesenewyear1.html  
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òLife is like a book: each day has a new 

page, with adventures to tell, lessons to 

learn and tales on good deeds to  

rememberó 

Chinese New Year proverb  

www.canterbury.ac.uk/ events/extranet/ 

Image by Steven Woodward 

www.canterbury.ac.uk/ about/equal -opportunities/  
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Christian 

Mon 1ñCircumcision 

Festival of St. Basil the Great 

Fri 6ñEpiphany 

ñChristmas Day (Armenian Orthodox) 

ñTheophany (Orthodox)   

Sat 7ñChristmas Day (Orthodox) 

Sun 8ñBaptism of the Lord  

Fri 13ñSt. Hilaryõs Day  

Sat 21ñSt. Agnes  

Wed 25ñSt. Paulõs Day 

Sat 28ñ St Thomas Aquinas  

Hindu 

Sat 14ñMakar Sankranti 

Sat 28ñVasant Panchami 

 

Rastafari 

Sat 7ñChristmas Day (Ethiopian)

Shinto 

Sun 1ñShogatsuñ 

Sun 15ñSeijin Shiki (Adultõs Day)  

Sikh 

Thur 5ñGuru Gobind Singh  

Tues 31ñGuru Har Rai  

 

January 2012 

New Yearõs Day 
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Holocaust  

Remembrance 
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World Braille Day 

World Religion 

Day 

Bank Holiday 
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Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans 

(LGBT) History Month  

Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans (LGBT) History Month takes place in the UK every year in 

February and celebrates the lives and achievements of the LGBT community. 

At Canterbury Christ Church University there will be a range of events and activities 

to celebrate the diversity in its community including:  

Thursday 9th February 2012, 4pm B05  

Dr. Liz Morrish from the University of Nottingham will be visiting the  

University to give a talk on Equality and Diversity Policy Forming in relation to LGBT 

equality. (Venue TBC)    

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/about/equal -opportunities/lgbt.asp  

Thursday 16th February 2012, 10am -3pm B05  

LGBT History Month Drop-in information session é. Come along to find out more 

and try out our interactive presentation and timeline, produced in partnership with 

the British Council.  

Visit www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk   to find out more about what is  

going on across the whole of the UK this February and all year round.   

ñWe are lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people and their friends.  

We exist in all times and places. We speak each and every language. We laugh and 

cry. We talk and remain silent.  

We are emperors and peasants. We are conservatives and revolutionaries. We are 

actors, artists, bricklayers, bookies, cab drivers, cooks and clowns. We are employed 

and unemployed. We raise our children and we bury our dead.  

When we can, we attend school, college and university. When we can, we go out 

into the streets. We read the papers and watch the TV. We attend church,  

synagogue, temple and mosque. We are free and confined. We celebrate and we 

hide. We are happy and sad. We are supported and alone.  

Our lives are both ordinary and extraordinary. ò F
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òSome people are gay. Get over it.ó 

Stonewall publicity campaign  

www.canterbury.ac.uk/ about/equal -opportunities/  

www.canterbury.ac.uk/ events/extranet/ 

Image by Tina Hagger (CCCU Staff) 

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/about/equal-opportunities/lgbt.asp
http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/events/extranet/
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February 2012 

Talk by  

Dr. Liz Morrish  

Policy Forming in  

relation to LGBT  

Equality   

LGBT History Month 

Drop in Session  

10am-3pm 

B05 (blue room)  
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Buddhist 

Tues 7ñMagha Puja 

Wed 8 or Wed 15 ñParinirvana-Nirvana Day 

Christian 

Thur 2ñ Candlemas 

Sat 11ñOur Lady of Lourdes 

Tues 14ñ St. Valentineõs 

Tues 21ñShrove Tuesday 

Wed 22ñ Ash Wednesday 

Mon 27ñClean Monday ðbeginning of 

Lent (Orthodox) 

Hindu 

Mon 20ñMahashivrati  

Jewish 

Wed 8ñTu BõShevat  

Muslim 

Sat 4 or Thur 9 (Shia) ñMilad un Nabi (Birthday of the  

Prophet Muhummad)  

 

Canterbury Christ Church 

Event 

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  ¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  
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¶  

¶  

International  

Mother Language  

Day 

Student  

Voluteering  

Week 20-26 
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òOne is not born a woman, but becomes 

one.ó  

Simone de Beauvoir  

www.canterbury.ac.uk/ about/equal -opportunities/  

www.canterbury.ac.uk/ events/extranet/ 
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International Women's Day  has been observed since in the early 1900's, a time of 

great expansion and turbulence in the industrialized world that saw booming  

population growth and the rise of radical ideologies.  

 

Since 2000, there has been a significant change and attitudinal shift in both  

women's and society's thoughts about women's equality and emancipation. Many 

from a younger generation feel that 'all the battles have been won for women' 

while many feminists from the 1970's know only too well the longevity and  

ingrained complexity of patriarchy. With more women in the boardroom, greater 

equality in legislative rights, and an increased critical mass of women's visibility as 

impressive role models in every aspect of life, one could think that women have 

gained true equality.  

 

The unfortunate fact is that women are still not paid equally to that of their male 

counterparts, women still are not present in equal numbers in business or politics, 

and globally women's education, health and the violence against them is worse 

than that of men.  

 

Despite this, the focus of this date is to celebrate the positive changes for  

womenõs rights and the UK is the leading country in this work.  Annually on 8 

March, thousands of events are held throughout the world to inspire women and 

celebrate achievements.  (Glenda Stoneñ Womenõs Campaigner) 

 

On this date at Canterbury Christ Church University, Professor Vivienne  

Griffiths will lecture on recent research into Women in Higher Education.   

 

 

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/about/equal-opportunities/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/events/extranet/
http://www.internationalwomensday.com/about.asp


International  

Womenõs Day 

 

Golden Jubilee  

Concert  

Canterbury Cathedral  

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

       1 2  3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31   

Bahai 

Fri 2ndñNineteen Day Fast (ends 20th)   

Wed 21stñNaw Ruz (New Year) 

Christian  

Thu 1stñSt. Davidõs Day 

Mon 5thñSt. Piranõs Day 

Sat 17thñSt. Patrickõs Day 

March 2012  
Sun 18thñMothering Sunday 

Mon 19th ñSt. Joseph, husband of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sun 25th ñ Annunciation 

Hindu 

Thu 8thñ Holi (Spring Festival) 

Fri 23rd ñ Ugadi (YugadiñNew Year  

Festival) 

Jewish 

Wed 7th ñ Taanit Esther (fast of Esther) 

Thu 8th ñ Purim 

Pagan 

Tue 20th ñ Spring Equinox (Eoster) 

Shinto 

Sat 3rd ñ Hina-matsuri (Festival of Dolls) 

Wed 21st ñShabun-sai (Equinox Day) 

Sikh 

Fri 9thñHola Mohalla (Lunar Calendar) 

Zoroastrian 

Wed 21st  ñJamshedi Noruz (Faslið New Year) 

Mon 26th ñ Khordad Sal (Fasli) 

Canterbury Christ Church 

Event 

¶  

¶  ¶  ¶  

¶  ¶  ¶  ¶  

¶  ¶  

¶  ¶  ¶  ¶  ¶  

¶  

http://www.internationalwomensday.com/about.asp
http://www.internationalwomensday.com/about.asp
http://shop.canterbury.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?modid=1&prodid=0&deptid=0&compid=1&prodvarid=51&catid=79
http://shop.canterbury.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?modid=1&prodid=0&deptid=0&compid=1&prodvarid=51&catid=79
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òWe value equality of opportunity, by  

respecting the inherent dignity and  

potential of each person.ó  

Canterbury Christ Church University  

www.canterbury.ac.uk/ events/extranet/ 

Golden Jubilee , 1962 ñ2012  

Image by Carleen Cooke (CCCU Student)  

www.canterbury.ac.uk/ about/equal -opportunities/  

2012 will be a very special year for Canterbury Christ Church University, as 

we celebrate a milestone in our history - our 50th anniversary.  

In 1962 we opened our doors at St Martinõs Priory in Canterbury to just 70  

students studying on one course: Primary Teacher Training.  

Since that day we have grown into a five campus University, with 20,000  

students, hundreds of courses, and a strong reputation.  

Our values  are as true today as they were 50 years ago, and have helped 

make Christ Church the vibrant, successful and ambitious University it is  

today.  

 

During 2012, we hope to celebrate these decades of growth and  

achievement with you, through an exciting programme of events and  

activities. For more information on events, go to www.canterbury.ac.uk/

About/GoldenJubilee/  

As the University has grown, it has become more diverse, attracting students 

from all spheres of life and corners of the globe. At Canterbury Christ Church 

University, we believe that each and every one of our students and staff has 

the right to be treated with dignity and respect.   We are committed to  

promoting equality of opportunity for all and celebrate the diversity in our  

community.  

http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/events/extranet/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/about/equal-opportunities/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/vice-chancellor/our-values.asp
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/About/GoldenJubilee/
http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/About/GoldenJubilee/
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April 2012  
 

 

 

Bahai 

Sat 21stñRidvan (first day) 

Sun 29thñRidvan (ninth day) 

Buddhist 

Fri 6thñ Theravada New Year  

Christian  

Sun 1st ñ Palm Sunday

Thu 5th ñ Maundy Thursday 

Fri 6th ñGood Friday 

Sat 7th ñHoly Saturday 

Sun 8th ñEaster Sunday (Western) 

Sun 15th ñ Easter (Orthodox) 

Mon 23rd ñSt. Georgeõs Day 

Hindu  

Sun 1st ñRama Navamii AND 

Swaminarayan Jayanti 

Fri 6th ñ Hanuman Jayanti 

Jewish  

Fri 6th ñ Fast of the Firstborn 

Sat 7th ñ  Passover (1st day) 

Thu 19th ñ  Yom Hashoah 

Thu 26th ñ  Yom Haõatzmaut  

Rastafari 

Sat 21st ñ Haile Selassieõs visit to 

Jamaica 

Sikh 

Fri 13th ñ Vaisakhi  

Sat 14th ñ Birthday of Guru Nanak 

AND Hola Mohalla (Nanakshahi) 

Wed 18th ñ Birthdays of Guru Tegh 

Bahadur AND Guru Angad Dev 

(Nanakshahi) 

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  ¶  ¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

Bank Holiday 

Bank Holiday 


