
 University Chaplaincy…
…a fresh expression of church?     [image: ip]
 
In the current climate of renewed interest in what church might look like if we went back to basics, Chaplains find themselves at risk of being swept aside by fresh expressions and pioneer ministers as people strive to be completely vulnerable in their ministry by sitting outside the traditional confines of church structures and parish life and engaging holistically with those outside the church in the work place, in the night clubs on the housing estates. 
 
And whilst these are all worthwhile endeavours, it is worth reminding ourselves that Chaplains have been working in these fields for hundreds of years, juggling their allegiances to the institutionalised church and the secular world in which they find themselves engaged. 
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And yet still in the church there is the perceived idea by many that to be involved in chaplaincy is to opt out. As someone actively engaged in chaplaincy and trying to discover what it means to serve and build church in a transient community spanning almost a hundred miles and ministering to eleven thousand people, it is worth asking what is the future for fresh expressions and pioneer ministers. When chaplains are frequently perceived thus will this new generation of clergy find themselves left out on a limb when they are no longer considered up to the task of pioneer ministry and unable to gain a firm foothold back in the door of traditional parish ministry. I do not know the answer but worry that if the church as a whole does not readdress these issues then we may well struggle to find good engaged clergy in the future.
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